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PREFACE 


In accordance with the explicit command of our Lord 
(“Suffer little children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not”), this textbook in Religion, made up of the golden 
words and the wonderful deeds of the Great Teacher, is 
published with a view of imparting to children such a knowl- 
edge of Jesus as will draw them nearer to His Sacred Heart. 

Why do so many children find the study of the Catechism 
uninteresting ? Because it is chiefly memory work of 
isolated facts which seldom fit into the experience of the 
young. To many of them it means words, words, words, 
and nothing else. Even though they know it by heart, 
how many of them understand it ? 

How then shall we interest the children in the study of 
Christian Doctrine ? How shall we so motivate their men- 
tal activities as to make them eager to grasp the teachings 
of our holy religion ? This without doubt is one of the 
most important problems before the Church. 

To teach Religion more intelligently and more efficiently 
we must utilize the story-method of presentation, especially 
for the younger children of our day-schools and Sunday- 
schools. We must do more : a graded course of instruction 
is absolutely necessary; and our teachers must be trained 
how to impart that special knowledge. We have already 
done this in regard to the other branches taught in our 
schools. Surely it is high time to know the best method 
of teaching the most important subject of the curriculum 
— Religion. 

vii 
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Children are naturally interested in stories of wonderful 
things. They like to hear of the remarkable feats of great 
heroes. They never tire of listening to deeds of chivalry 
and adventure. But where is the narrative that can com- 
pare with the simple yet wonderful story of Jesus ? The 
mere narration of the striking events of His life appeals 
most strongly to the young. It enriches the experiences 
of even little children by bringing into their lives the Mas- 
ter’s love for the smallest ones of His kingdom. 

In this world each of us is a builder of character. As 
such we need a model on whom we can look and whose in- 
spiring life we can copy. This model we find in Jesus of 
Nazareth. As man He lived in this world doing the will 
of His heavenly Father. During thirty-three years He 
showed us by word and example how we should live if we 
wish to be His disciples. 

The different narratives that make up “The Story Ever 
New” are taken from the New Testament. They are ex- 
pressed in simple yet dignified diction that can be readily 
and easily grasped by pupils in the grammar grades. As 
a rule, the words of the approved text have been preserved. 

This textbook in religion aims : 

1. To lead the child to know, love, and serve God. 

2. To give him a knowledge of Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of mankind. 

3. To teach him his duties to the Creator and to man. 

4. To inspire him to follow the example of the Great 
Teacher in doing God’s will in all things. 

5. To connect the words and deeds of Jesus with the 
teachings of our holy religion, and thereby render the study 
of Christian Doctrine easier and more interesting. 

To test the knowledge of the pupils, “Questions on the 
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Text” and “Correlated Studies” follow each section. In 
addition to these, there are “Notes” and “Appendices” 
giving the traditional teaching of the Church on various 
matters. 

Since the children of today seldom use the pronoun 
“thou” in ordinary conversation, or even in written lan- 
guage, the pronoun “you” has been substituted in the text. 
The unusual verb-ending in “th” has also been changed 
to the common form. 

The teacher should strive from the beginning to get all 
the pupils interested in the life of the Saviour. She should 
give them every opportunity to ask questions on the lesson. 
She should introduce occasionally a socialized recitation, 
and should have the pupils dramatize some of the narra- 
tives. 

If “The Story Ever New” draws but one precious soul 
nearer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the author will be more 
than repaid for the time and energy devoted to this work. 


Digitized by C^ooQle 



Digitized by 



CONTENTS 


Page 

I. Where Goest Thou? 

1. What Leo Did I 

II. The Incarnation of Our Blessed Lord 

2. An Angel Visits the Blessed Virgin . . . 4 

3. The Blessed Virgin Visits Her Cousin . . 6 

4. Joseph’s Dream . . . . ■ . . . 7 

III. The Birth of the Saviour 

5. Mary and Joseph Go to Bethlehem ... 9 

6. The Adoration of the Shepherds . . . .II 

IV. The Presentation in the Temple 

7. Jesus Receives His Name 15 

8. Simeon Recognizes Jesus 15 

V. The Coming of the Wise Men 

9. Looking for the New-born King . . . 17 

10. The Slaughter of the Holy Innocents ... 19 

VI. The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

1 1. Jesus Surprises the Doctors of the Law . . 23 

VII. The Hidden Life of Jesus 

12. His Early Life and Education . . , . 26 

VIII. The Precursor of Jesus 

13. John the Baptist 28 

14. The Baptism of Jesus 29 

IX. Jesus Is Tempted by the Devil 

15. The Three Temptations 33 

X. The Public Ministry of Jesus 

16. The First Disciples of Jesus 35 

17. The Marriage Feast at Cana 36 


xi 


Digitized by Google 



xii 


CONTENTS 


Page 

XI. From the First to the Second Passover 

1 8. The Love of Jesus for the House of God . . 39 

19. Nicodemus Visits Jesus 41 

20. Jesus Talks to a Samaritan Woman ... 42 

21. Jesus Cures a Little Boy 44 

22. The People of Nazareth Expel Jesus ... 46 

23. Jesus Teaches from the Bark of Peter ... 47 

24. Jesus Works Several Miracles .... 49 

25. Jesus Cures a Leper 50 

26. Jesus Heals a Man Sick of the Palsy . . . 51 

27. Matthew Becomes a Follower of Jesus 53 

XII. From the Second to the Third Passover 

28. Jesus Heals a Sick Man 55 

29. Jesus Cures a Man with a Withered Hand . . 56 

30. Jesus Selects the Twelve Apostles .... 57 

31. The Sermon on the Mount 59 

32. Jesus Heals the Centurion’s Servant ... 63 

33. Jesus Raises the Dead to Life .... 64 

34. Jesus Forgives a Sinner 65 

35. The Story of the Sower 67 

36. The Parable of the Cockle 69 

37. The Storm at Sea 71 

38. Jesus Cures a Wild Man 72 

39. Jesus Cures a Little Girl 73 

40. Jesus Performs Many Miracles .... 75 

41. Jesus Sends Forth His Apostles .... 76 

42. A Brave Man 78 

43. The Little Boy with the Five Loaves ... 79 

44. Jesus Walks upon the Water 81 

45. The Promise of the Blessed Sacrament ... 82 

XIII. From the Third to the Fourth Passover 

46. Jesus Cures a Phoenician Girl .... 86 

47. Jesus Heals a Deaf and Dumb Man ... 87 

48. Jesus Again Feeds the Multitude .... 88 

49. Jesus Gives the Keys to Peter .... 89 

50. Jesus Is Transfigured 91 


Digitized by <^.ooQLe 



CONTENTS xiii 

Page 

51. The Boy Who Could Not Speak .... 92 

52. Jesus and the Little Children 94 

53. “My Hour Is Not Yet Come” .... 97 

54. The Good Samaritan 98 

55. Mary and Martha 100 

56. The Feast of the Tents 100 

57. The Pharisees and the Sinful Woman . . . 102 

58. Jesus Gives Sight to a Blind Man .... 104 

59. The Good Shepherd 107 

60. How Jesus Prayed 108 

61. Jesus Instructs the Apostles 109 

62. Jesus Casts Out a Devil in 

63. The Jews Try to Stone Jesus 1 12 

64. The Father and His Two Boys . . . 1 13 

65. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead . . . 115 

66. Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers 118 

67. To Which Class Do You Belong? . . .119 

68. Jesus Loves Little Children 120 

69. The Story of the Rich Young Man . . .121 

70. Jesus Speaks on a Sad Subject .... 123 

71. The Blind See 124 

72. What a Little Man Did . . . . .125 

73. Judas Shows His Love for Gold . . . .126 

74. The First Palm Sunday 127 

75. Jesus Again Expels the Traders .... 130 

76. The Pharisees Try to Harass Jesus . . -131 

77. The Last Judgment 133 

XIV. The Passion and Death of Jesus 

78. Judas Falls 135 

79. The Saviour’s Last Supper 136 

80. The Farewell Address of Jesus . . . .140 

81. The Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane . .142 

82. The Kiss of Judas 144 

83. Jesus before Annas . . . . . . . 145 

84. Jesus before Caiphas 146 

85. Jesus before the Sanhedrin 148 


Digitized by boogie 



xiv 

CONTENTS 

Page 


86. Jesus before Pilate . . 

. I49 


87. Jesus Is Condemned to Death 

. 151 


88. Jesus Carries the Cross 

• 153 


89. Jesus Dies on the Cross 

. 154 


90. Jesus Is Buried 

. 158 

XV. 

The Resurrection of Jesus 



91. Jesus Rises from the Dead .... 

. 160 


92. Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalen . 

. 162 


93. Jesus Appears to the Holy Women 

• 163 


94. Jesus Appears to the Two Disciples ' 

. 164 


95. Jesus Appears to His Apostles 

. 165 


96. Doubting Thomas 

. 1 66 


97. Jesus Appears in Galilee .... 

. 1 66 


98. Jesus Instructs His Apostles .... 

. 168 

XVI. 

The Ascension of Jesus 



99. Jesus Ascends into Heaven .... 

. 170 

XVII. 

Pentecost 



100. The Holy Ghost Descends upon the Apostles 

• 173 

XVIII. 

Notes on the Text 

• I 7 S 

XIX. 

Appendices 

• 195 

XX. 

Index 

. 205 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



ILLUSTRATIONS 


Page 

Jesus and a Little Child — Ballheim .... Frontispiece 

The Annunciation — Muller 5 

The Birth of Jesus — Hofmann 10 

The Adoration of the Shepherds — Bouguereau .... 13 

The Coming of the Magi — Hofmann 18 

The Flight into Egypt — Plockhorst 21 

Jesus and the Doctors — Hofmann 24 

The Blessed Virgin and the Child Jesus — Janssen . . . .31 

Jesus Casting Out the Money Changers — Hofmann ... 40 

Jesus Preaching from a Boat — Hofmann 48 

The Parable of the Sower — Robert 68 

The Good Shepherd — Plockhorst 84 

Jesus Blessing Little Children — Hofmann 95 

The Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem — Plockhorst .... 128 

The Last Supper — Da Vinci 137 

Jesus Is Crucified — Munkacsy 155 

Easter Morning — Hofmann 161 

The Ascension — Hofmann 171 


xv 


Digitized by C^ooQle 




The Holy Land 


Digitized by boogie 






THE STORY EVER NEW 


WHERE GOEST THOU? 

I 

§ i. What Leo Did 

Some years ago, a number of persons went on a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. They were certainly a very pleasant 
party, and several amusing things happened on the trip. 

As usual an inquisitive boy was among the number. 
His name was Leo. 

What did he do ? Perhaps it would be better to ask, 
what did he not do ? 

Well, he was full of questions and bubbling over with 
life. Consequently, he kept a number of persons busy 
talking to him. 

His grandmother truly answered her share of the ques- 
tions. Leo thought nothing of interrogating the sailors, 
and even the captain. 

One minute you might see him talking to a stranger, and 
the next you might find him on the upper deck watching 
the sailors, or inquiring about the big waves that dashed 
against the steamer. 

No' matter where he went or what he said, everybody 
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liked him. His grandmother thought Leo was the best 
boy in the world. 

When the steamer passed through the Strait of Gibraltar 
into the Mediterranean, Leo was very much interested in 
the countries he saw in the distance. 

On and on the steamer went till it came to Port Said. 

Leo then thought that they had reached the Holy Land, 
but when he saw the passengers going on board a smaller 
vessel he did not know what to think. 

“ Where are we now, grandma ?” 

“This is Egypt, Leo ; we have yet many miles to go.” 

The next morning, when the boy awoke, the vessel was 
at anchor some distance from the shore. Looking out the 
stateroom window he saw before him a city rising in terraces 
from the water. 

After dressing hastily he asked the first sailor he met, 
“Where are we now?” 

“That is the city of Joppa in the distance, my boy.” 

Leo ran to the stateroom to tell his grandmother, and to 
ask, “How are we going to land, grandma ?” 

“In a short time they will row us ashore in small boats,” 
she replied. 

As soon as they reached Joppa, Leo’s attention was 
attracted by a number of camels and their drivers. He even 
spoke to one of the men, but much to his disappointment he 
received no answer. 

“I should like to go to Bethlehem, grandma, on a camel’s 
back, but I suppose you want to go by train.” 

“Yes, Leo; it is an easier and quicker way.” 

That afternoon the party left for Bethlehem, and during 
the next few months they visited all the towns and cities of 
Palestine made famous by our Lord. 
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As a result of the pilgrimage, Leo became so deeply 
interested in the life of Jesus that, when he returned to his 
New England home, one of the first things he did was to 
get a child’s life of the Saviour and read it from cover to 
cover. 

Can we do anything better than to follow his example ? 
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THE INCARNATION OF OUR BLESSED LORD 


II 

§ 2. An Angel Visits the Blessed Virgin 

Many, many years ago, while a beautiful young woman 
called Mary was kneeling in prayer, an angel from heaven 
entered the room and stood before her. The presence of 
such a strange visitor startled the Blessed Virgin. She 
could not imagine who he was, or what he wanted. So 
she said to him, “Kindly tell me who you are, and what 
brings you to Nazareth of Galilee.” 

“I am the Angel Gabriel,” he said. “I have a message 
for you.” 

“A message for me ! From whom ? ” 

“I have come from heaven. God has sent this message 
to you.” 

“Oh ! a message from God ! I can hardly believe it.” 

Then the Angel Gabriel spoke thus to her, “Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with thee.” 

These words frightened Mary very much. 

To calm her fears the angel said, “Be not afraid. You 
are most pleasing to God. He has selected you as the mother 
of the long-promised Redeemer. In the course of time, you 
shall give birth to a son, and you shall call him ‘Jesus.’ ” 

“Do you mean, dear angel, that God has bestowed this 
great honor on me ? How shall all this be done ? ” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
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you, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow you ; 
therefore, the Holy One Who shall be born of you shall be 
called the Son of God.” 

Prompted by the advice of the angel, Mary said from her 
heart, “ Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done unto 
me according to Thy word.” 

§ 3. The Blessed Virgin Visits Her Cousin 

After the angel had departed, the Blessed Virgin spent 
a few days in thanking God for the great honor He had 
bestowed on her. The more she thought of it the more she 
wondered why she had been selected. 

Some time later, she went to visit her cousin Elizabeth 
in a city of Juda. This journey over hill and dale took about 
four days, but Mary did not seem to mind it. 

Scarcely had she entered the home of her cousin when the 
latter exclaimed: “Blessed art thou among women, and ' 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb. How is it that I am 
honored by a visit from the one who is to be the mother of 
my Lord ? ” 

From these startling words the Blessed Virgin knew that 
the great secret which the angel had told her was also known 
to her cousin. 

It was then that Mary gave voice to these remarkable 
words, “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God, my Saviour.” 

Having finished this grand hymn of praise and thanks- 
giving, called the “Magnificat,” she dwelt for three months 
with her cousin ; and during that time, she must have talked 
often about the great things which the Lord had done for 
her. 
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§ 4. Joseph’s Dream 

When Mary reached her home ia Nazareth, she did not 
tell Joseph about the wonderful message that the angel had 
brought her. God, however, made the fact known to him 
in the following manner : 

One night as Joseph was sleeping, he had a wonderful 
dream in which a beautiful angel told him that Mary was 
to be the mother of the Redeemer. The angel further said : 
“Be not afraid to take Mary as thy wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. She shall bring forth 
a son, and you shall call His name ‘Jesus.’ He shall save 
His people from their sins.” 

Joseph, rising up from his sleep, did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him. He treated the Blessed Virgin 
with all possible kindness and respect. The words of the 
angel, it is true, surprised him very much. He did not 
fully understand them. Even so, he felt bound to do the 
bidding of the Lord’s messenger. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What is the purpose of the first story ? 2. Why did the people go 

on this pilgrimage? 3. Do you know of any other places to which 
pilgrimages are made ? 4. Why would you like to go to the Holy 

Land ? 5. What information do you get from the illustration on 

page 5 ? 6. Locate Nazareth and tell what you know about it. 

7. What did the Angel Gabriel say to Mary? 8. Do you know of 
any one else to whom this angel appeared ? 9. What did the Blessed 

Virgin say to the angel ? 10. In what prayer do we find those words ? 

11. About what special feast does this narrative tell us, and when is it 
celebrated ? 12. After the visit of the angel, what did the Blessed 
Virgin do? 13. What did Elizabeth say to her cousin? 14. Why is 
Mary’s hymn of praise called the “Magnificat”? 15. How does the 
illustration help you ? 
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CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. These narratives speak of the “ Incarnation, ” the “ Annunciation, ” 
the ‘‘Hail Mary/’ the “ Angelas, 3 ” “Jesus,” “Son of God,” “Re- 
deemer,” “Holy Ghost,” “Virgin Mary,” “Angel,” “Prayer,” 
“Joseph,” etc. See if your Catechism tells you the same thing 
about them. 

II. Show how these narratives help your work in geography and history. 

III. Be prepared to tell the class about “Angels.” 

IV. Problem : “How shall I obtain the most benefit from this study ?” 




THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOUR 


III 

§ 5. Mary and Joseph Go to Bethlehem 

Some months after, the Roman Emperor Augustus or- 
dered a census to be taken of his people. He was anxious 
to have them all taxed so as to get more money. 

In obedience to this order, Joseph and Mary, being de- 
scendants of King David, were obliged to go to Bethlehem, 
a distance of eighty miles. The Blessed Virgin rode on a 
donkey led by Joseph. It took four or five days to reach 
their destination. The journey at best was slow and tire- 
some, and the accommodations on the way were far from 
comfortable. Nevertheless, they were not discouraged. 

At last, the city of David appeared in the distance. What 
joy this sight must have brought to the hearts of Joseph and 
Mary ! The trials and hardships of the journey were soon 
forgotten. 

They went at once to the inn to get a night’s rest, but, 
alas ! they came too late. Every room in the house was 
occupied. What a disappointment this must have been ! 

Joseph, however, did not give up hope. After thinking 
the matter over for a short time, he went to the keeper of 
the inn and inquired, “Is there no place for us ? ” 

“Not a single room, my friend,” answered the man. 

“Is there any place of shelter ? ” he asked. 

“There is a cave scooped out of a rock where we stable 
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our horses and cattle. I am ashamed to offer it to you. 
If you have no objection, you can stay there for the night.” 

“We are not particular where we remain,” said Joseph. 
“Any shelter will do. Thank you very much.” 

When they reached the stable, Joseph set about making 
the place as comfortable as he could. There was no bed- 
room furniture in this cave, not even a chair on which to 
sit; no fire to take away the dampness of the place. The 
Blessed Virgin had to be content with a bed of straw. 

Here in this bare and lowly spot the Son of God was born. 
Mary took the Infant Saviour, wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid Him in the manger. Imagine the dear 
little One resting on a bed of straw in a manger ! What a 
strange cradle for the Infant Jesus ! 

Were you to enter this lowly cave the first Christmas night, 
you would have seen the Blessed Virgin leaning over the 
Divine Babe and smiling at Him with a heart full of joy; 
you would have seen Joseph trying to make things as com- 
fortable as possible for the Mother and the Child ; and you 
would have seen a number of sweet-faced angels guarding 
the new-born King. 

§ 6. The Adoration of the Shepherds 

While the people of Bethlehem were sleeping peacefully, 
a number of shepherds were tending their flocks in the 
outskirts of the city. Suddenly a great light from heaven 
shone around them. In the dazzling brightness thereof, 
they saw the form of a beautiful angel. This actually 
terrified them, — so much so, that they fell upon their faces. 

In a comforting voice the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall 
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be to all the people. For this day is born to you a Saviour, 
Who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. This shall 
be a sign unto you. You shall find the Infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger.” 

While the shepherds were talking about the wonderful 
message of the heavenly visitor, a choir of angels appeared 
and sang, “Glory to God in the highest ; and on earth peace 
to men of good will.” 

“What does it all mean ?” asked one of the shepherds. 

“I wonder if it is true,” said another. 

“Let us go to Bethlehem, and see for ourselves,” suggested 
the third. 

They hastened to the city of David, and found Joseph, 
Mary, and the Infant Saviour in a stable. Do you think 
they adored the Baby Jesus Who had come to redeem the 
world and to open the gates of heaven for us ? What would 
you have done ? Would not your heart have gone out to 
the dear little One cradled in the manger ? 

At all events, the shepherds, on seeing the Babe of Beth- 
lehem, fully understood the words that had been spoken to 
them by the angel. So they returned to the sheepfold glori- 
fying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen. 

They did more ; they told the people of the birth of the 
Infant Saviour, and all that heard it were astounded. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. What is meant by a census ? 2. Who ordered the census in the 

Holy Land ? 3. Why did Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem ? 

4. What was their first great disappointment ? 5. Describe the place 

where the Infant Saviour was born. 6. What reminds you every year of 
His birth ? 7. Who were the first outsiders to hear of the birth of the 

Redeemer? 8. What did the choir of angels sing? 9. If you were 
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one of the shepherds, what would you have done ? io. What did they 
do after seeing the Infant Saviour ? 1 1. Do you think that other people 

went to visit the little Jesus ? 12. How do these narratives help you in 

studying the Catechism ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Find out how the Blessed Virgin and Joseph went from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem, how they traveled, where they stayed overnight, 
where they got their meals, etc. 

II. Look up the life of a shepherd in the time of our Lord, and be pre- 
pared to tell the class about it. 

III. Since every Christian is interested in the birthplace of Jesus, find 

out all you can about Bethlehem. 

IV. Problem : “Is Christmas the greatest feast of the Church ? ” 
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THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE 
IV 

§ 7. Jesus Receives His Name 

In olden times, the Jews had a law which said that every 
male child should be circumcised. In fulfillment of this 
law, the Infant Redeemer underwent circumcision the eighth 
day after His birth. It was on this occasion, too, that He 
was called “ Jesus ” — the name that the Angel Gabriel 
had already given. 

§ 8. Simeon Recognizes Jesus 

A month or so later, Mary (accompanied by Joseph) went 
to Jerusalem to present the Child Jesus in the Temple, and 
to make an offering to the Lord — as every Jewish mother 
was obliged to do after the birth of a child. The usual 
offering on such occasions was a lamb, but the Blessed 
Virgin was not rich enough to buy one ; so she gave a pair 
of turtledoves. 

At this time, there was in Jerusalem a very pious old man 
named Simeon. The desire and prayer of his heart was 
that before he died he should see the Redeemer. 

One day he happened to be in the Temple when a little 
Child in the arms of His mother passed by. Something 
told him that this Infant was the Messiah. The old man rose 
to his feet, went forward a few steps, took the Child in his 
trembling arms, and said, “Now, O Lord, dismiss Your 
servant in peace, because my eyes have seen the Saviour.” 

is 
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Simeon then turning to Mary said, “This Child is set for 
the fall and the resurrection of many in Israel. Moreover, 
a sword of grief shall pierce your heart.” 

These words of Simeon astonished Joseph and Mary. 
What did they mean ? Was the Infant Saviour to have a 
hard and thorny road to travel ? Would some people re- 
ject Him ? What was the sword of grief to which Simeon 
referred ? 

Questions like these were passing through the minds of 
Joseph and Mary when Anna, a prophetess, came into the 
Temple, recognized the Child Jesus, and spoke of Him to 
many who looked for the redemption of Israel. 

When Joseph and Mary had performed all things accord- 
ing to the law, they returned to Nazareth, and the Child 
grew, waxed strong, full of wisdom, and the grace of God was 
in Him. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. At what age did children receive their name in the time of our 
Lord ? 2. On that occasion, what other ceremony took place ? 3. 

What feast of the Church is celebrated eight days after Christmas? 

4. Why did the Blessed Virgin go to the Temple after the birth of Jesus ? 

5. What offering did Mary make, and why? 6. Tell what you know 

about Simeon. 7. Explain his words to Mary and Joseph. 8. Who 
was the prophetess Anna, and what did she do ? 9. On what days does 

the Church commemorate the feast of the Purification and the feast of 
the Presentation ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Look up in books of reference an account of the Temple, the great 
and magnificent house of prayer, where the Jews worshiped God. 

II. Blessed candles are kept in every Catholic home. Find out on 
what feast these candles are blessed. 

III. Collect as many pictures of the Holy Family as you possibly can, 

so as to show them to the other members of the class. 

IV. Problem : “ Is Gabriel an angel or an archangel ? ” 
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§ 9. Looking for the New-born King 

We have seen that the first persons to visit the Infant 
Redeemer were a few shepherds who were tending their 
flocks in the vicinity of Bethlehem. 

The second group of visitors were the Wise Men from the 
East. These were not Jews like the shepherds. What then 
brought them to the stable of Bethlehem ? 

One day a wonderful star appeared to a number of Wise 
Men in a distant country. Naturally they began to talk 
about the meaning of this strange sign. 

“What does the appearance of this star signify?” asked 
one. 

“I am sure I do not know,” replied another. 

“Is it a good or evil omen ? ” questioned the third. 

“I think it is a sign from God that the new King of the 
Jews is born,” said the fourth. 

The last remark appealed most strongly to the Wise Men. 
So a number of them decided to go to Bethlehem with 
costly gifts to pay their homage to the King of the Jews. 

When the Wise Men reached Jerusalem they inquired, 
“Where shall we find the new-born King of the Jews ? We 
have seen His star in the East, and we are come to adore 
Him.” 

On hearing about this question, King Herod was very 
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much troubled and excited. He sent for all the Chief 
Priests and Scribes, and asked them where Christ should 
be born. They told him in Bethlehem of Juda. 

Accordingly, he sent for the Wise Men and tried to find 
out all he could from them regarding the appearance of 
the star. He then said, “Go, and search diligently for the 
Child ; when you have found Him, bring me word that I 
also may come and adore Him.” 

As the Wise Men started for Bethlehem, behold, the star 
which they had seen in the East went before them until it 
came and stood over where the Child was. 

Going into the house, they found the Child Jesus with Mary, 
His mother, and falling down they adored Him, and offered 
Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

This, indeed, must have been a wonderful sight. Imagine 
the Wise Men with all their gifts kneeling in humble prayer 
before the tiny Jesus ! 

Would it not be interesting to know the thoughts that 
flashed through their minds as they adored the Infant Re- 
deemer ? Did they think that He was a mere king ? Did 
they regard Him as the second person of the Blessed Trinity, 
true God and true man ? 

At all events, they learned of the wicked designs of Herod, 
and went back another way to their own country. 

§ io. The Slaughter of the Holy Innocents 

Why did King Herod wish to know where the Babe of 
Bethlehem was ? Did he really want to adore Him ? 

No, indeed ; he merely wished to get Him out of the way. 
He was King of the Jews. He wanted no rival. 

The following incident proves this. When the Wise Men 
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had started for home, an angel of the Lord appeared to Jo- 
seph while in sleep and said to him, “Arise, take the Child 
and His Mother, fly into Egypt, and stay there until I shall 
tell you. For it will come to pass that Herod will seek the 
Child to destroy Him.” 

Without a moment’s delay, Joseph arose and took the 
Child Jesus and His Blessed Mother into the land of Egypt, 
a distance of several hundred miles. 

When Herod realized that the Wise Men did not come back 
to tell him about the new-born King of the Jews, he was so 
angry that he gave orders that all the male children under 
two years of age should be put to death. Think of all the 
little innocent boys of Bethlehem and its vicinity being 
myrdered to satisfy the whim of a wicked king ! 

Imagine the burly soldiers of Herod walking into your 
home, taking your baby brother, and stabbing him to death. 
This is just what happened to the Holy Innocents. Did 
you ever hear of such cruelty ? 

Herod thought that by having all the little boys killed, 
he would surely destroy the Infant Saviour. The angel of 
the Lord, however, told Joseph about the wicked designs 
of the King, so that when all the little innocents were put 
to the sword, the Holy Family was on the way to Egypt. 

When the wicked Herod died, the angel again appeared 
to Joseph and said to him, “Arise, take the Child and His 
Mother, and go into the land of Israel, for they are dead 
who sought the life of the Child.” 

Joseph lost no time in returning to his country. Instead 
of going to Bethlehem, he went to Nazareth, a small, pretty 
town south of Cana of Galilee. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. Who were the Magi or Wise Men? 2. What brought them to 
Bethlehem ? 3. How did Herod hear about them ? 4. Whom did 

he consult as to the birthplace of the “King of the Jews” ? 5. What 

did the Wise Men do when they saw the new-born King ? 6. Why did 

the Wise Men go home a different way ? 7. Did Herod really wish to 

adore the Babe of Bethlehem ? 8. How did the Child Jesus escape ? 

9. What happened to the Holy Innocents ? 10. When Herod died, 

what happened? II. What special feasts are referred to in these 
narratives ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Prepare a short account of the Wise Men to be read in class. 

II. Find as many poems as you can on the Holy Innocents and bring 
them to the class. 

III. Tell about the different pictures of the Wise Men. Which do you 

like best ? Why ? 

IV. Problem : “When did the Wise Men come to Bethlehem ?” 
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THE BOY JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 
VI 

§ ii. Jesus Surprises the Doctors of the Law 

When Jesus was twelve years of age, He accompanied Jo- 
seph and Mary to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of the 
Passover, the first of the three great festivals of the Jews. 

The celebration being over, most of the people started for 
their homes. After a day’s journey, Joseph and Mary 
sought the Child Jesus, but He Was nowhere to be found. 
They returned at once to Jerusalem in search of Him. 

It was not till after three days that they found Him in 
the Temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, hearing them, 
and asking them questions. All that heard Him were as- 
tonished at His wisdom and His answers. 

When His mother drew near to Him she said, “Son, why 
have You done so to us ? Behold, Your father and I have 
sought You sorrowing.” 

The Boy Jesus replied, “How is it that you sought Me ? 
Did you not know that I must be about the things that are 
My Father’s ? ” 

Joseph and Mary did not fully understand the meaning of 
this answer. If Jesus had said, “Did you not know that I 
must do the will of God rather than the will of creatures ? ” 
they might have grasped His meaning. But He gave no 
explanation of His words. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. When Jesus was twelve years old, what happened ? 2. Why did 

the Jews keep the feast of the Passover? 3. Where did Mary and 
Joseph find the Boy Jesus? 4. What did the Blessed Virgin say to 
Him ? 5. Explain the meaning of His answer. 6. Why did not the 

Blessed Virgin and Joseph understand it? 7. What commandment is 
referred to in this narrative? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. From the second to the twelfth year of Jesus, we have only one 
incident of His life. Can you think of any reason for this ? 

II. Give an account of the way the Holy Family went to Jerusalem 
for the feast of the Passover. 

III. Read about the Sanhedrin, the supreme court of the Jews. 

IV. Problem: “Is Jerusalem the most important city of the Holy 

Land ?” 
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VII 

§ 12. His Early Life and Education 

Strange as it may appear, we know but very little about 
the life of Jesus from His twelfth to His thirtieth year. The 
striking events of this period are hidden from us. 

We have reason to believe that the Boy Jesus worked as 
a carpenter with His foster father, as it was customary 
among the Jews for every boy to learn a trade. 

There is no doubt that Jesus grew in wisdom, that is, 
He learned things as other boys do. 

Did He go to school ? Did He go to college ? Did He 
have a private teacher ? 

We do not know for certain. 

His training and education, it seems, came chiefly from 
the Blessed Virgin and Joseph. He must have learned 
many things too from the natural beauties of Nazareth and 
the surrounding country, from His weekly visit to the syna- 
gogue, from His annual journey to Jerusalem, and from the 
Old Testament. 

In the course of centuries, some writers have asserted that 
Jesus during His “Hidden Life” performed all sorts of won- 
derful deeds and miracles, such as drying up a stream of 
water, and raising the dead to life. 

Such assertions have no foundation in the Gospel narra- 
tives. They are mere attempts to present a fuller picture of 
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the life of Jesus from His twelfth to His thirtieth year. All 
that the New Testament tells us is that He went with Joseph 
and Mary to Nazareth, and was subject to them ; and that 
He increased in wisdom, age, and grace with God and men. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What do you understand by the “ Hidden Life” of Jesus ? 2. What 

reason would you assign for this? 3. Why do you think that Jesus 
learned a trade ? 4. What do you know about His education ? 5. In 

what way was He different from other Jewish boys ? 6. Did He per- 
form any miracles during this period ? 7. What does the Gospel tell 

us about His “Hidden Life” ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Write a brief account of each of the four evangelists who tell us 
about Jesus. 

II. Find out how Jewish children were educated in the time of our 
Lord. 

III. Problem : “What is the best way to get an idea of the life that 
Jesus led from His twelfth to His thirtieth year?” 
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THE PRECURSOR OF JESUS 
VIII 

§ 13. John the Baptist 

A few months before the birthof Jesus, a remarkable child 
was born to Elizabeth and Zachary in the hill country of 
Juda. 

For many years these good people had been praying for 
a little son to cheer their home. When they had almost 
given up hope, he came. 

The father, Zachary, was a Jewish priest. 

One day, as he was attending to his duties in the Temple, 
an angel appeared to him and said, “Fear not, Zachary; 
your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
give birth to a son, and you shall call him ‘John.’ ” 

Zachary was astonished by the message of the angel. He 
could hardly believe what he heard. 

The angel continued, “My name is Gabriel. I have come 
to bring you good tidings. But because you have not 
believed my words, you shall be dumb until the child is 
born. ,, 

That very instant Zachary lost his power of speech. 

When he had finished his duties at the Temple, he returned 
to his home. 

What a surprise Elizabeth must have received when he 
failed to speak to her ! She must have thought he had lost 
his senses. 
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In the course of time the child was born ; ana great was 
the rejoicing in that home. 

Eight days later, when the boy was about to receive his 
name, some relatives proposed that he should be called 
Zachary after his father. 

“Not so,” said the mother; “he shall be called John.” 

“There is no John in your family,” said the relatives. 

After further discussion, they made signs to Zachary to 
find out what he thought the child’s name should be. 

He wrote, “John is his name.” 

That very instant Zachary received the power of speech. 

What, think you, was the first thing he said ? 

Filled with the Holy Ghost, he exclaimed, “Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, because He has visited and wrought 
the redemption of His people.” 

To the youthful John the Baptist he said, “You shall be 
called the prophet of the Most High. You shall go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare His way. You shall give 
knowledge of salvation to His people unto the remission of 
sins. You shall enlighten them that sit in darkness.” 

After this, the child grew and was strengthened in 
spirit. 

When he was old enough, he went into the desert of Judea 
and remained there till fie was thirty years of age. 


§ 14. The Baptism of Jesus 

While Jesus was still living in the quietness of Nazareth, 
John the Baptist began his great mission of preparing the 
people for the public ministry of the Messiah. 

Dressed in camel’s hair with a girdle made from the skins 
of wild animals, this man of God, who lived on locusts 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



30 


THE STORY EVER NEW 


and wild honey, told the Jews that they must do penance for 
their sins and be baptized. 

His preaching had such an effect on the people that some 
of them thought he might be the long-promised Redeemer. 

One day a number of Jewish priests came to John the 
Baptist, and asked him, “Who are you?” 

He replied, “I am not the Christ.” 

“What then ? Are you Elias ? ” 

“I am not.” 

“Are you the prophet ? ” 

“No.” 

“ Who are you, that we may give an answer to them that 
sent us ? ” 

John the Baptist answered, “I am the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, make straight the way of the 
Lord.” 

“Why then do you baptize, if you be not the Christ, nor 
Elias, nor the prophet ? ” 

“I baptize with water, but there has stood One in the midst 
of you Whom you know not. The same is He that shall 
come after me, Who is preferred before me, the latchet of 
Whose shoe I am not worthy to loose. He shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 

It came to pass in those days that Jesus left His quiet 
home at Nazareth, and came to the place where John the 
Baptist was preaching. 

The calm and noble bearing of the Saviour told John that 
his visitor was an extraordinary Man. Might not God the 
Father have revealed to the Baptist the exalted character 
of the Redeemer ? At all events, he recognized Him as 
the long-promised Messiah. 

But when Jesus asked to be baptized, John’s amazement 
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knew no bounds. He said to the Redeemer, “I ought to be 
baptized by You ; and come You to me ? ” 

Jesus said to him, “Suffer it now, for so it becomes us to 
fulfill all justice.” 

Accordingly the Saviour was baptized by John in the river 
Jordan. 

Presently Jesus came out of the water ; and lo, the heavens 
were opened to Him ; He saw the spirit of God descending as 
a dove upon Him, and behold, a voice from heaven said, 
“This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Why is the story of John the Baptist introduced here ? 2. Lo- 

cate the birthplace of the Precursor. 3. What did Zachary think of 
the angel’s message? 4. What was the discussion about the child’s 
name ? 5. What is Zachary’s hymn of praise called ?' Why ? 6. What 

do you suppose John the Baptist was doing while he was in the desert ? 
7. Give his conversation with the Jewish priests. 8. What did he say 
when Jesus came to be baptized by him ? 9. What did the voice from 

heaven say? 10. When does the feast of John the Baptist occur? 

II. What is peculiar about this feast? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Trace the river Jordan on the map, and be ready to tell the im- 
portant places on the river. Study especially the Sea of Galilee 
and the Dead Sea. 

II. Find out the principal duties of the Jewish priests at the time of 
our Lord. 

III. Look up the reason why prophets were regarded with great honor 

among the Jewish people. 

IV. Since the time of John the Baptist other men have gone into the 

desert. See if you can get the story of any of them. 

V. Problem : “When Zachary could not speak, what did the people 
think?” 
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IX 

§ 15. The Three Temptations 

After Jesus was baptized in the Jordan, He was led by the 
Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 

When He had fasted forty days and forty nights, naturally 
He was hungry. 

The tempter coming to Him said, “If You be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread.” 

.Jesus replied, “It is written, ‘Not in bread alone does man 
live, but in every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.’” 

Having thus failed to entrap the Saviour, the devil tried 
once more. 

This time he took Him to the very top of the Temple 
and said, “If You be the Son of God, cast Yourself down, 
for it is written, ‘That He has given His angels charge over 
You, and in their hands they shall bear You up, lest You 
dash Your foot against a stone.’ ” 

The Redeemer said to the devil, “It is written again, 
‘You shall not tempt the Lord, your God.’ ” 

Though twice defeated the tempter was not yet ready to 
give up the contest. 

In his final effort the devil led our Blessed Lord to the top 
of a very high mountain from which all the surrounding 

33 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



34 


THE STORY EVER NEW 


countries could be seen, and said to Him, “All these will I 
give You, if falling down You will adore me.” 

Jesus exclaimed, “Begone, Satan; for it is written, 
‘The Lord your God shall you adore, and Him only shall 
you serve. * ” 

The devil then left the Saviour, and angels came and min- 
istered unto Him. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. Who led our Lord into the desert ? 2. How long did the Saviour 

fast? 3. Give the conversation of the first temptation. 4. When 
and where did it take place ? 5. What was the nature of the second 

temptation ? 6. Of what did the third temptation consist ? 7. Did 

the devil quote Scripture in this story ? Why ? 8. What happened 
after the third temptation ? 9. What lessons do we learn from this 
event? 10. What commandment is referred to in this narrative? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Look up in the New and the Old Testament the use of the number 
“forty.” 

II. In this narrative show that the capitalizing of a word gives it a 
particular meaning. 

III. Get as many pictures as you can describing the temptations cf 

Jesus and be ready to explain each to the class. 

IV. Problem: “Is it possible for a man to fast forty days and forty 

nights ? ” 
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§ 16. The First Disciples of Jesus 

After overcoming the three temptations of the devil, 
Jesus began His missionary labors. 

About this particular time John the Baptist told his 
followers that the long-expected Redeemer had come. 
Consequently, they were most anxious to see Him Whom 
the prophets had foretold. 

One day as Jesus was walking along the street, John the Bap- 
tist said to two of his followers, “Behold the Lamb of God.” 

Thereupon the two disciples, Andrew and John, followed 
the Messiah. 

When the Saviour noticed them coming after Him, He 
asked, “What* seek you ? ” 

They said, “Master, where do You live ? ” 

“Come and see,” said Jesus. 

The two disciples went with the Redeemer to His humble 
abode and stayed with Him that day. 

Andrew was so impressed by Jesus that he resolved to 
tell his brother, Simon. 

Seeing his brother in the distance, he ran toward him and 
said, “We have found the Messiah, that is, the Christ.” 

The two brothers hastened back. 

When Jesus saw Simon, He said to him, “You are Simon, 
the son of Jona; you shall be called Peter.” 
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The next day, Jesus and His three disciples went into 
Galilee where they met Philip, a resident of Bethsaida. 

To him the Saviour said, “Follow Me.” 

Philip, you may be sure, was delighted to be among the 
followers of Jesus. 

Desiring to spread the glad tidings of the Messiah, he 
went to a friend called Nathanael and said, “We have 
found Him of Whom Moses in the Law and the prophets 
did write, Jesus, the son of Joseph of Nazareth/’ 

It seems that Nathanael, an inhabitant of Cana, had his 
doubts, for he said to Philip, “Can anything good come from 
Nazareth ? ” 

“Come and see,” said Philip. 

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, He said, 
“Here is an Israelite, indeed, in whom there is no guile.” 

Nathanael was astonished. He said to Jesus, “How do 
You know me ? ” 

The Lord replied, “Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 

“Rabbi,” said Nathanael, “You are the Son of God; 
You are the King of Israel.” 

“Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, 
you believe; greater things than these shall you see.” 

Jesus continued, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you shall 
see the heavens opened, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

§ 17. The Marriage Feast at Cana 

Not long after this, the Saviour, His Blessed Motherland 
His disciples were invited to a marriage feast at Cana of 
Galilee, a small town about six miles north of Nazareth. 
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During the feast the supply of wine gave out. This was 
a source of great annoyance and humiliation to the people 
of the house. 

The Blessed Virgin noticing the predicament went quietly 
to Jesus and said to Him, “They have no wine.” 

Turning to His Blessed Mother, He said, “Woman, what 
is that to Me and to you ? My hour is not yet come.” 

The Blessed Virgin then said to the waiters, “Whatsoever 
He shall say to you, do ye.” 

There happened to be in the room six water-pots of stone 
containing two or three measures apiece. 

Jesus said to the waiters, “ Fill the water-pots with water.” 

The waiters filled them to the brim. 

“Draw out now,” said Jesus, “and carry it to the chief 
steward of the feast.” 

The waiters did as they were told. 

When the steward had tasted the water made wine, and 
not knowing whence it came, he called the bridegroom and 
said to him, “Every man at first serves good wine, and when 
the guests have had their fill, the poorer quality is brought 
on ; but you have kept the good wine until now.” 

What do you think the bridegroom said ? 

Great indeed must have been his astonishment. The 
waiters in the meantime told the wedding guests what the 
Messiah had done. 

Thereupon it began to dawn on them that Jesus had per- 
formed His first miracle by changing water into wine; 
and His disciples believed in Him. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Name the different characters mentioned in this narrative. 2. Who 
were the two disciples that were with John the Baptist? 3. What did 
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they do when they saw Jesus ? 4. What do you suppose the Saviour 

said to them ? 5. What did our Lord say to Simon ? 6. How did 

Jesus invite Philip ? 7. Whom did Philip bring and what did he say 

to him ? 8. When Jesus recognized him, what did Nathanael say ? 

9. Locate Cana of Galilee and tell what you know about it. 10. Men- 
tion the different characters in this narrative. 11. Give the conver- 
sation between Jesus and His Blessed Mother. 12. What surprised 
the steward very much? 13. What was the effect of the miracle? 

14. In what questions of the Catechism does this narrative help you ? 

15. How are May 1, June 29, August 24, and November 30 connected 
with these lessons*? 


CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Prepare a short account of each of the five disciples mentioned in 
the first narrative. 

II. Find out what a miracle is and be prepared to explain it to the 
• class. 

III. Tell of any recent miracles of which you have read. 

IV. Problem: “In what way did John the Baptist prepare for the 

preaching of Jesus ?” 
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§ 18. The Love of Jesus for the House of God 

The next town visited by Jesus and His disciples was 
Capharnaum on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
Here they remained till the approach of the feast of the Pass- 
over, when they went to Jerusalem to celebrate this great 
event. 

On reaching the city, the Saviour entered the Temple 
and found not only Jews selling oxen, sheep, and doves, 
but also a number of money changers acting in the house of 
God as if it were a public market. This sad state of affairs 
displeased Him very much, so He determined to remedy it. 

Accordingly He platted a rope from different pieces of string, 
and with this drove the Jewish traders from the Temple. 

Naturally they were incensed ; so they asked Him, 
“By what authority do You do these things ? What signs 
can You show us ? ” 

“Destroy this Temple,” said Jesus, “and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 

“Do you realize, sir,” said the Jews, “that six and forty 
years were spent in building this Temple ? In view of this, 
will You raise it up in three days ? ” 

Jesus however did not refer to the material Temple, but 
to His own body. 

Later on, when it all came to pass, the disciples remem- 
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bered that the Master had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the words that He had spoken. 


§ 19. Nicodemus Visits Jesus 

Among those who were impressed by our Lord during the 
festival of the Passover was Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
Shortly afterward he paid a visit by night to Jesus. He was 
afraid to go by day lest the Jews might see him. 

In the course of his conversation with the Saviour, he 
said, “We know that You are a teacher from God; for no 
man can do the things which You do unless God be with him.” 

Jesus replied, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

“How can a man be born again when he is old ?” asked 
Nicodemus. 

Jesus repeated, “Unless a man be born again of water and 
the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 

As yet Nicodemus did not understand the words of our 
Lord. So he asked again, “How can these things be done ? ” 

Jesus answered, “Are you a master in Israel, and know 
not these things ? Amen, amen, I say to you, that we speak 
what we know, we testify what we have seen, and you re- 
ceive not our testimony. If I have spoken to you earthly 
things, and you believe not, how will you believe if I shall 
speak to you heavenly things ? 

“For God so loved the world, as to give His only begotten 
Son; that whosoever believes in Him may not perish, but 
may have life everlasting. For God sent His Son not to 
judge the world, but that the world may be saved by Him.” 

After Jesus had further instructed him, Nicodemus re- 
turned to his home pondering over the Master’s words. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Tell what you know about Capharnaum. 2. Why did Jesus and 
His disciples go to Jerusalem ? 3. Why was the Saviour displeased at 

what He saw in the Temple? 4. How do you think such abuses crept 
in ? 5. Where did Nicodemus first see Jesus ? 6. How do you know 

that he was impressed by Him ? 7. Give the substance of his conver- 

sation with the Saviour. 8. What questions in the Catechism are 
referred to in these narratives ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Study the different parts of the Temple so as to be able to point 
out the section from which Jesus expelled the traders. 

II. Trace the probable journey from Capharnaum to Jerusalem that 
Jesus and His disciples took. 

III. Look up how the people were baptized by John the Baptist. 

IV. Problem: “What attracted Nicodemus to Jesus?” 

§ 20. Jesus Talks to a Samaritan Woman 

After His conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus and His 
disciples went into some of the smaller towns of Judea, 
and spent a number of days there instructing and baptizing 
the people. 

They then went through Samaria on the way to Galilee. 

On this journey Jesus rested at Jacob's Well, near Sychar. 

While the Saviour was there a Samaritan woman came 
about twelve o'clock to draw water. 

Though the Jewish people looked down upon the Samari- 
tans, Jesus said to her, “ Please give Me a drink." 

The surprised woman said, “How is it that You, a Jew, 
ask a Samaritan woman for a drink of water ? " 

“If you only knew Who it is that asks a drink of you," 
said Jesus, “you would have asked Him, and He would have 
given you ‘living water.'" 
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Not understanding the meaning of “living water,” the 
Samaritan woman said to Jesus, “You have nothing with 
which to get the water. The well is deep. How then can 
You say You would have given living water ? Are You a 
greater man than our father Jacob who gave the well?” 

“Whoever drinks of the water of this well,” said Jesus, 
“shall be thirsty again, but he that shall drink of the living 
water shall never thirst.” 

“Sir,” said the Samaritan woman, “give me some of the 
living water that I may never again be thirsty.” 

“Woman,” said Jesus, “tell your husband to come hither.” 

“I have no husband,” she said. 

Jesus exclaimed, “You have said well, ‘I have no husband.’ 
For you have had five husbands, and the one that you now 
have is not your husband.” 

“Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet,” she said. “Our 
fathers adored on this mountain, Gerizim, and You say that 
Jerusalem is the place where men must adore.” 

“Woman, believe Me that the hour is coming when you 
shall not adore the Father on this mountain or at Jerusalem. 
You adore that which you know not; we adore that which 
we know, for salvation is of the Jews.” 

“I know that the Messiah Who is called the Christ is 
expected,” said the Samaritan woman. “When He is come, 
He will tell us all things.” 

“I am He,” said Jesus. 

The Samaritan woman hastened to her home, and said to 
the people there, “Come and see a Man Who has told me all 
the things whatsoever I have done. Is He not the Christ ? ” 

The words of the woman made such an impression on the 
Samaritans that they flocked to Jacob’s Well. When they 
saw the Messiah they asked Him to stay with them. 
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Jesus remained there for two days. 

Many of them believed in the Redeemer because of His 
own words. These said to the Samaritan woman, “We now 
believe not on account of what you have told us ; we our- 
selves have heard Him, and we know that He is indeed the 
Saviour of the world.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What is the geographical position of Samaria and Galilee ? 2. Tell 

what you know about Jacob’s Well. 3. Why was the Samaritan sur- 
prised when Jesus spoke to her? 4. What do you think Jesus meant 
by “living water”? 5. How did the Samaritan woman know that 
Jesus was a prophet? 6. Where did the Samaritans adore? Why? 
7. How did Jesus introduce Himself as the Messiah ? 8. What did the 

Samaritan woman do then ? 9. What lesson do we get from this event ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Be prepared to show that Jesus came to save all men, both Jew 
and Gentile. 

II. The Samaritans differed from the Jews in religion. Be ready to 
explain how they differed. 

III. Prepare for the class a brief account of Jacob. 

IV. Problem : “Did the Samaritans belong to the Jewish race ?” 

§ 21. Jesus Cures a Little Boy 

On His return to Galilee, Jesus stayed for a time at Cana 
where He had performed His first miracle. 

As soon as the people knew that He was in their midst, 
they flocked about Him for further instruction. 

Just at this time, there was at Capharnaum a rich officer 
whose son was very sick. The father had tried all the doc- 
tors of the place, but none of them could help his boy. 

To all appearances the child was at the point of death. 
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The parents were almost distracted. They cried out, 
“Oh, my boy ! Oh, my boy ! How can I save him ? Who 
will cure him ? Who will cure him ? ” 

At that moment a neighbor called to see the sick child. 
In the course of his conversation he told the officer that 
Jesus Who had changed water into wine at the marriage feast 
was again in their midst. 

Without a moment’s hesitation the officer said, “I will 
go at once to this good Man, and ask Him to cure my boy. 
I am sure that He will do me this favor.” 

The distance to Cana was about twenty-five miles, but 
what was that to a loving father ? 

Hurrying into the presence of the Saviour, the father said, 
“Oh, please come to my home at Capharnaum, and heal my 
son who is at the point of death.” 

“Unless you see signs and wonders you do not believe,” 
said Jesus. 

The officer thinking that the Saviour was going to refuse 
his request made a still more fervent appeal, “Oh, do come, 
Lord, before my son dies.” 

Jesus seeing that the officer believed in Him said with 
kindness, “Go to your home, friend; your son will 
live.” 

The nobleman placed implicit faith in the words of the 
Redeemer. So he set out for home with a joyous heart. 

When he had traveled about twelve miles, he saw some of 
his servants running toward him shouting, “Your son is 
better ! Your son is better ! ” 

“Oh, thank God ! Thank God ! When did you notice the 
change ? ” he asked them. 

“Yesterday, at the seventh hour,” they answered. 

The officer then knew that this was the exact time that 
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Jesus said to him, “Go to your home, friend; your son 
will live. ,, So he and all his family believed in the Re- 
deemer. 

§ 22. The People of Nazareth Expel Jesus 

After the second miracle at Cana, Jesus returned to His 
native city, Nazareth. 

On the Sabbath He went, according to His custom, into 
the synagogue. After ascending the pulpit, the book of 
Isaias the prophet was given to Him. On opening the sacred 
volume he found the place where it is written, “The spirit of 
the Lord is upon me; wherefore He has anointed me to 
preach the Gospel to the poor. He has sent me to heal the 
contrite of heart, to preach deliverance to the captives, to 
give sight to the blind, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of the reward.” 

Having read this passage, Jesus closed the book, returned 
it to the officer, and sat down. 

The people were filled with surprise. Wondering at the 
words of grace and unction that He had spoken, they asked, 
“Is not this the Son of Joseph ? ” 

Jesus said to them, “Doubtless you will say to me, 
‘Physician, heal yourself. Do as great things in Nazareth 
as you have done in Capharnaum. 

He then said to them, “Amen, I say to you, no prophet 
is accepted in his own country. In truth, I say to you, there 
were many widows in Israel in the days of Elias, when heaven 
was shut up three years and six months, when there was a 
great famine throughout the land, and to none of them was 
Elias sent but to a widow at Sarepta of Sidon. Moreover, 
there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Eliseus the 
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prophet, yet none of them was cleansed but Naaman the 
Syrian.” 

The congregation on hearing these words were filled with 
anger. So they thrust Jesus out of the city, brought Him 
to the brow of a hill where they intended to cast Him down. 
But He in some miraculous manner got away from them, and 
went to Capharnaum where He taught the people on the 
Sabbath. 

§ 23. Jesus Teaches from the Bark of Peter 

During His residence in Capharnaum, Jesus went one day 
for a walk by the Sea of Galilee. Noticing a large crowd of 
people following Him, He looked around for a suitable place 
to instruct them. 

Seeing two ships close at hand, He said to Peter, the owner 
of one of them, “Pull out from the shore a short distance that 
I may feed these people with the Word of God.” 

Peter having done so, Jesus taught the multitude from 
the ship. 

When the Saviour had finished His instruction, He said 
to Peter, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets 
for a draught.” 

“Master, we have labored all night, and have taken noth- 
ing, but at Your word I will let down the net.” 

When Peter had done so he inclosed in the net a very 
large number of fishes. There were so many that he and his 
partner filled the two ships to the brim. 

It now occurred to him that Jesus had performed a mir- 
acle, so he said to the Saviour, “Depart from me, 0 Lord, 
for I am a sinful man.” 

Jesus then said to the fishermen in the kindest manner, 
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“Fear not; come after Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 

Peter, Andrew, James, and John left their work and fol- 
lowed Jesus. 

§ 24. Jesus Works Several Miracles 

After the miraculous draught of fishes, Jesus and His 
disciples went to live at Capharnaum and began to convert 
the people. 

Every Sabbath the Messiah went into the synagogue and 
preached. The Jews were astonished at His doctrine and 
the power of His words. 

On one occasion, while He was instructing them, a man who 
had an unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice, “Let us 
alone. What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth ? 
Are You come to destroy us ? I know You are the Holy 
One of God.” 

Addressing the evil spirit the Saviour said, “Speak no 
more, and go out of the man.” 

At the words of the Lord, the unclean spirit left the man ; 
and the people in the synagogue were astounded. They 
said one to another, “Why, He commands even the un- 
clean spirits and they obey Him.” 

Jesus and His disciples left the synagogue and went to 
the house of Peter. There they found Peter’s mother-in-law 
sick with a fever. Realizing that their Master could cure 
her, they begged Him to do so. 

In response to their appeal Jesus prayed over the sick 
woman, commanded the fever to leave her, and lifted her 
up by the hand. 

Lo and behold, the fever left her, and she that was sick 
arose and prepared a meal for them 
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After sunset that evening, the people brought Him the 
sick and those possessed with devils, and the whole city 
came out to see Him. 

The Saviour laying His hand on them healed all that were 
sick, and cast out the devils from those who were possessed. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What trouble did the rich ruler have? 2. How did he hear of 
the return of Jesus? 3. In what way did Jesus show His love for 
children ? 4. What was the result of the miracle ? 5. Why were the 
people of Nazareth surprised ? 6. Why were the people in the syna- 
gogue angry? 7. What did they try to do to Jesus ? 8. Tell the story 

of Jesus teaching from the bark of Peter. 9. What do you think about 
the miraculous draught of fishes? 10. What did the unclean spirit 
say? 11. What took place at Peter’s house ? 12. What other mira- 

cles did Jesus perform that day? 13. What is the particular meaning 
of “after sunset” ? 


CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Find out the distances in which Jesus showed His love for children. 

II. Look up the story of how Elias helped the widow at Sarepta, and 
how Eliseus cured Naaman the Syrian. 

III. Be prepared to tell the class about Isaias the prophet. 

IV. Problem : “What is the difference between sickness and possession 

by the devil ?” 


§ 25. Jesus Cures a Leper 

In the time of our Lord, the terrible disease of leprosy 
was more common than it is to-day. 

Once a person contracted this foul disease he was obliged 
to leave his home, keep away from other people, and live as 
best he could on the rocks, in the caves, or in the woods. 
He was compelled to wear a mourning garment so that he 
might be recognized as a leper. 
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No one ever thought of touching a leper or even going 
near him, lest he might catch the dread disease. Moreover, 
when a leper saw any one coming toward him he was obliged 
to cry out, “Unclean ! Unclean ! ” 

One day while Jesus was in a city not far from Ca- 
pharnaum, a man full of leprosy came to Him, fell on his 
knees, and said with all the fervor of his soul, “O Lord,* if 
You will, You can make me clean. ” 

The strong faith of the leper appealed to Jesus, so He said 
to the man, “I will; be you cleansed. ” 

As soon as the Redeemer had spoken these words the lep- 
rosy departed from the man. 

“See that you tell no man what I have done for you,” 
said the Saviour. “But go, show yourself to the High 
Priest, and offer for your cleansing the things that Moses 
commanded for a testimony to the Jews.” 

The poor leper was so delighted that he was not able to 
restrain his tongue, but told, every one he met. 

What happened ? 

A large multitude of people came into the city to hear 
Jesus or to be cured by Him. The number was so great 
that the Messiah could not openly go into the city. As a 
result He went into the desert and prayed. Even there, 
they flocked to Him from all sides. 

§ 26. Jesus Heals a Man Sick of the Palsy 

In the course of time, Jesus and His apostolic band re- 
turned to Capharnaum. As soon as the people of the vicin- 
ity heard that He was back, they flocked to see Him. They 
came also from Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. 

In this large crowd there were many ready to believe in 
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the Saviour, but there were also a few who came for the 
purpose of finding fault with Him. 

The latter belonged to a class called the Pharisees who 
thought they were better than others, because they lived 
up to all the Jewish laws. In their hearts they were far 
from good, and what is more they were bitterly opposed to 
the Messiah. 

On this occasion, there was such a large crowd surround- 
ing Jesus that a certain sick man could not get near Him. 
This unfortunate Jew had the palsy ; he was not able to use 
his hands, to move, or to stand. His good friends, however, 
were determined to bring him to the Saviour. 

The man sick of the palsy was lifted to the top of the house, 
a part of the roof was removed, and he was lowered down 
by ropes to the spot where Jesus was. 

The Saviour said to the sick man, “Son, be of good heart; 
your sins are forgiven you.” 

Instantly the Pharisees began to think in their hearts, 
“Why does this Man speak thus ? He blasphemes. Who 
can forgive sins but God alone ? ” 

The Master reading their thoughts said to them, “Why 
do you think evil in your hearts ? Which is easier to say 
to the man sick of the palsy : ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ 
• or, ‘Arise, take up your bed, and walk ?’ But that you may 
know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins, 
I will say to the palsied man, ‘Arise, take up your bed, and 
go into your house.’” 

The sick man arose, took up his bed, and in the presence 
of all walked into his house praising God. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



FROM THE FIRST TO THE SECOND PASSOVER 53 


§ 27. Matthew Becomes a Follower of Jesus 

Some days after the curing of the palsied man, Jesus went 
forth from Capharnaum to the seaside, and a number of 
people followed Him. When He came to a suitable place. 
He taught the multitude. 

As the Saviour was passing through the city He saw Levi 
(Matthew), a Publican, sitting at the custom-house, and 
said to him, “Follow Me.” 

Without any hesitation the tax collector left his office in 
charge of his assistants and followed Jesus. 

Later on, Levi made a great feast in his house, and in- 
vited many Publicans and sinners to dine with the Saviour. 

The Scribes and the Pharisees seeing that the Messiah did 
eat with Publicans and sinners said to the disciples, “Why 
does your Master eat and drink with Publicans and sinners ? ” 

Jesus, hearing the question, said in reply, “They that are 
well have no need of a physician, but they that are sick. 
Go, then, and learn what this means: ‘I will have mercy 
and not sacrifice.' For I am not come to call the just but 
sinners to penance. ” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

1. Tell what you know about leprosy. 2. What did the leper say 
to Jesus? 3. When the leper was cured, what did the Saviour say to 
him ? 4. Tell about the Pharisees. 5. Do you know any persons who 

act like Pharisees to-day ? 6. Why do you suppose they were opposed 

to Jesus? 7. How did the man sick of the palsy get near Jesus? 
8. Why did the Pharisees say that Jesus blasphemed ? 9. What doc- 
trines of our religion are spoken of in this narrative ? 10. What do you 

know about Levi? 11. To what other apostle did Jesus say, “Follow 
Me”? 12. What calling did the Publicans follow? 13. Why did 
the Pharisees object to the people that Levi had at the feast ? 14. What 

is the chief lesson to be derived from this narrative ? 
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CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Contrast the way lepers are treated to-day with the way they were 
cared for in the time of our Lord, and give the reason for the 
change. 

II. Prepare a short account of the great work of Father Damien among 
the lepers of Molokai. 

III. Study the work of Matthew as an apostle and an evangelist. 

IV. Problem : “How is the sinner a spiritual leper?” 
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XII 

§ 28. Jesus Heals a Sick Man 

The Passover, the great festival day of the Jews, was 
again at hand, so Jesus went to Jerusalem to celebrate it. 

In that city so dear to the people of Israel, there was a 
pond called Probatica with five porches containing the sick, 
the blind, the lame, and the withered, waiting for the moving 
of the water. 

An angel of the Lord went down at a certain time into the 
pond ; and the water was moved. Now the first person 
to get into the pond after the motion of the water was always 
cured from his sickness. 

As Jesus was passing this place He noticed a poor man, 
who had been sick thirty-eight years, lying in one of the 
porches. Filled with compassion for him, the Saviour said, 
“ Do you wish to be cured ? ” 

“Sir, I have no one to put me into the pond when the 
water is moving, and when I try to creep in, some one else 
gets ahead of me.” 

Jesus said to the sick man, “Arise, take up your bed, and 
walk.” 

Instantly the man was cured ; and he took up his bed and 
walked. 

The Jews seeing him do this on the Sabbath said, “It is 
the Sabbath ; it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 
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The man replied, “He that cured me said to do so.” 

“Who is the Man that told you to take up your bed and 
walk ? ” asked the Jews. 

“I do not know His name. He left shortly after curing 
me.” 

That same day Jesus went into the Temple and found the 
man that He had cured giving thanks to God. He went 
to him and said, “Behold, you are cured; sin no more, lest 
something worse should happen to you.” 

The man on recognizing the Saviour went and told the 
Jews that it was Jesus .that cured him. Thereupon the Jews 
began to persecute Jesus for breaking the Sabbath. 

But when He said to them, “My Father works until now, 
and I work,” their anger knew no bounds. They sought to 
kill Him because He said that God was His Father, thus 
making Himself equal to God. 

§ 29. Jesus Cures a Man with a Withered Hand 

Have you ever seen a person with a withered hand ? Is 
it not a sad sight ? That is how it appealed to our Blessed 
Lord, as the following incident shows : 

On a certain Sabbath when Jesus went into the synagogue 
at Capharnaum to preach, He saw there a man with a 
withered hand. 

The Pharisees who were present watched the Saviour to 
see whether He would heal this man. 

Getting tired of waiting they asked Jesus, “Is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath ? ” < 

The Saviour, realizing the purpose of their question, said 
to the man with the withered hand, “Arise, and come forth 
that all may see you.” 
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The sick man showed himself to all. 

Jesus then said to the Pharisees, “I ask you, if it be lawful 
on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil ; to save life or to 
destroy ? ” 

They made no answer. 

Jesus continued, “What man shall there be among you 
that has one sheep, and if that one fall into a pit will not try 
to get it out even on the Sabbath ? How much better is a 
man than a sheep ! Therefore, it is lawful to do a good deed 
on the Sabbath.” 

Having said this, He looked around and saw that the 
Pharisees were very angry. 

To drive home the lesson with greater emphasis, He said 
to the sick man, “Stretch forth your hand.” 

Instantly the hand was restored to health like the other. 

The Pharisees thereupon left the synagogue at once and 
planned with the Herodians how they might destroy Jesus. 

§ 30. Jesus Selects the Twelve Apostles 

The more miracles that our Blessed Lord performed the 
more the people flocked about Him, and so much the more 
did He gain disciples. 

In the course of time, He saw the need of getting some of 
His followers to assist Him. 

Before selecting them He went up the mountain, and 
passed the whole night there asking help and guidance from 
God the Father. 

The next morning He called together His disciples and 
from them chose the Twelve Apostles : Peter, Andrew, 
James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James, 
Thaddeus, Simon, and Judas. 
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Why did He choose these men ? Were they His special 
friends ? 

Friendship had nothing to do with His choice. Jesus 
read their hearts and found that their love for Him was 
true. 

Were they well educated and fitted for the ministry ? 

No, indeed ; the majority of them were ordinary men with 
little education. 

Even though they were of humble birth Jesus gave them 
power to heal the sick and to cast out devils. 

From this time forward they left their homes and all 
those near and dear to them and followed the Redeemer in 
His missionary journeys. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What attracted the Saviour’s attention as He was passing the 
pool of Probatica ? 2. How did the Redeemer show His compassion ? 

3. Why did the Jews object to what the Master had done ? 4. What 

is the cause of a withered hand ? 5. What questions did the Pharisees 

ask Jesus ? 6. How did He prove that it was lawful to do a good deed 

on the Sabbath ? 7. Tell how He cured the man with the withered hand. 

8. Before selecting the Twelve Apostles, what did Jesus do ? 9. Give 

the names of the Twelve. 10. What kind of men were they ? 11. Were 

they all Galileans ? 


CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Prepare a brief account of the different apostles. 

II. In the four lists of the apostles given in the New Testament, who 
was always first and who was always last ? 

III. Study the question of vocation, and be ready to say how we know 

what our calling is. 

IV. Problem: “In keeping the Sabbath were the Pharisees stricter 

than the law of God required ?” 
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§ 31. The Sermon on the Mount 

After selecting the Twelve Apostles, Jesus came down 
from the mountain. Awaiting Him in the valley was a 
large number of people. When He perceived this, He re- 
turned to the mountain, and the crowd followed Him. 

The Saviour thereupon delivered one of the most remark- 
able sermons ever preached. It gave to the apostles and the 
disciples a comprehensive account of Christian faith and 
morals ; and made known to them the kind of lives that they 
were expected to lead as followers of the Master. 

This is how Jesus began : 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the land. 

“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice, 
for they shall have their fill. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

“Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

“Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are ye when they shall revile you, persecute you, 
and speak untruly all that is evil against you for My sake. 
Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great in heaven. 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt lose its 
savor wherewith shall it be salted ? It is good for nothing 
any more but to be cast out, and to be trodden on by man. 

“You are the light of the world. A city seated on a moun- 
tain cannot be hid. 
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“Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel, 
but upon a candlestick, that it may give light to all that are 
in the house. 

“So let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father Who is in heaven. 

“Do not think that I am come to destroy the Law or the 
Prophets. I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 

“He therefore that shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, or shall teach men to do so, shall be the least 
in the kingdom of heaven. But he that lives up to these 
commandments and teaches others to do so shall be great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

“I tell you that unless your justice abound more than that 
of the Scribes and the Pharisees you shall not enter the king- 
dom of heaven.” 

After telling His hearers many other things that they must 
not do, Jesus continued, “Take heed that you do not your 
justice before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you shall 
not receive a reward from God the Father. 

“When you give an alms, sound not the trumpet as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may be honored by men. But when you give something in 
charity let not your left hand know what your right hand 
does. 

“When you pray, be not like the hypocrites who while 
they are praying like to stand in the synagogues and on the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. But 
when' you raise your mind to God in prayer, enter into your 
room, shut the door, and speak to the Father in secret. He 
will repay you. 

“When you fast, be not as the hypocrites sad. They dis- 
figure their faces that they may appear unto men to fast. 
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But when you do fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
so that men will think you do not fast, but God will know 
you do. 

“Lay not up treasures on earth where the rust and the 
moth consume and where thieves break through and steal, 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven. 

“No man can serve two masters. For either he will hate 
the one and love the other ; or he will sustain the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

“Therefore I say to you, be not solicitous for your life, 
what you shall eat, nor for your body, what you shall put 
on. 

“Behold the birds of the air: they neither sow, nor reap, 
nor gather into barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are not you of much more value than they ? 

“For raiment, why are you solicitous? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow ; they labor not, neither do 
they spin. Yet not even Solomon in all his glory was ar- 
rayed as one of these. 

“If the grass of the field which is to-day and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, God does so clothe ; how much more you, 
O ye of little faith ? 

“Be not solicitous therefore saying, ‘What shall we eat, 
ot what shall we drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed ?’ 
For after all these things do the heathens seek. 

“Seek ye therefore first the kingdom of God and His jus- 
tice, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

Toward the end of the sermon, Jesus spoke the following 
words of counsel to the multitude : “Beware of false prophets 
who come to you in the clothing of sheep, but inwardly 
they are ravenous wolves. By their fruits you shall know 
them. 
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“Do men gather grapes of thorns, and figs of thistles? 

“A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can an 
evil tree bring forth good fruit.” 

Finally the Saviour impressed upon them, “Not every 
one who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord/ shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father, he shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 

When Jesus had finished this remarkable sermon, the people 
were in admiration of His doctrines ; for He taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the Scribes and the Phari- 
sees. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Whom did Jesus have in mind when He delivered the Sermon on 
the Mount ? 2. Where have you already seen a part of this sermon ? 

3. What reward is promised in each beatitude? 4. Who are the “salt 
of the earth” and the “light of the world”? Why? 5. What does 
our Lord say about the Scribes and the Pharisees ? 6. What is the right 

and the wrong way to give alms, to pray, and to fast ? 7. What is the 

difference between the treasures on earth and the treasures in heaven? 
8. Why cannot a person serve two masters ? 9. What is the most 

important thing to seek ? 10. What does our Lord say about the birds, 

the lilies, and the grass ? n. What is meant by a heathen ? 12. What 

is a false prophet? 


CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. See how many doctrines of our holy religion you can find in this 
wonderful sermon. 

II. To understand the allusions in this and other narratives study 
the mode of life led by the Scribes and the Pharisees. 

III. Pick out the most beautiful passage in this sermon, and tell why 

you like it. 

IV. Write a short account of King Solomon and show that he was a 

very wise man. 

V. Problem : “ Show that actions speak louder than words.” 
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§ 32. Jesus Heals the Centurion’s Servant 

When Jesus returned to Capharnaum, a number of Jews 
were waiting for Him. They had come at the request of a 
centurion (a captain in the army) whose servant was dying. 

When they had told Jesus the object of their errand, He 
asked, “Who is this officer that I shoilld go and heal his 
servant ? Is he a Jew or a Gentile ? ” 

The delegation said to our Lord, “This man is worthy 
that You should heal his servant. For he loves our nation, 
and he has built us a synagogue.” 

Jesus said to them, “I will come and heal him.” 

As the Redeemer was approaching the house, the centurion 
sent another messenger to say to Him, “Lord, trouble not 
Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under 
my roof. Neither did I consider myself worthy to come to 
You; but say the word and my servant shall be healed.” 

These sublime words astonished Jesus. 

Turning to the multitude which followed Him, He said, 
“Amen, I say to you, I have not found so great faith in 
Israel. I also say to you, that many shall come from the 
East and the West, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; but the chil- 
dren of the kingdom shall be cast out into exterior darkness; 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

To the friends of the centurion, He said, “Go, and be it 
done as your master has believed.” 

Imagine how quickly the delegation returned to the 
centurion, and how earnestly they told him the good news. 

When they entered the house they found that the sick 
man had been healed at the very moment that Jesus told 
them to return. 
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§ 33. Jesus Raises the Dead to Life 

On one of His missionary journeys, as Jesus was ap- 
proaching the city of Nain, a dead man was being carried 
out for burial. 

He was the only son of a poor widow who was crying as 
if her heart would bfreak. 

The sadness of the scene touched the Sacred Heart of the 
Saviour. He went to the widow and said to her in the 
kindest manner, “Weep not.” 

Every one wondered what was going to happen next. 
Why did the Saviour say to the woman, “Weep not” ? 

Jesus stepped forward and touched the stretcher on 
which the dead man was carried. The carriers stood still. 

Addressing the dead man, Jesus said, “Young man, 
I say to you, arise.” 

Instantly he that was dead sat up and began to speak. 

Jesus then and there gave the son to his mother. 

The people at the funeral were amazed. They glorified 
God and said, “A great prophet is risen up among us. God 
has visited His people.” 

The news of this miracle spread like wildfire through Judea 
and the neighboring countries. 

When John the Baptist had heard of the works of Jesus, 
he sent two of his followers to Him with this question, 
“Are You He that is to come, or look we for another ?” 

Before answering them, Jesus cured many of their dis- 
eases, gave sight to the blind, and cast out devils. 

Then He said to the messengers, “Go and relate to John 
what you have heard and seen : the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are made clean, the deaf hear, the dead 
rise again, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” 
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§ 34. Jesus Forgives a Sinner 

One day Simon, a Pharisee, asked Jesus to dine with 
him. The Saviour accepted the invitation. 

This man doubtless wished not only to get acquainted 
with the Master but to find out what He taught the people. 

When a visitor came to the house of a Pharisee, the serv- 
ants took off his shoes, washed his feet, combed his hair, 
and poured oil upon his head. 

Simon however did none of these things. He merely 
showed our Lord His place at the table. 

A woman, who was in the city, when she heard that 
Jesus was dining in a Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster 
box of ointment. Going to the place where the Saviour re- 
clined, she began to wash His feet with her tears and dried 
them with the hair of her head. She did more : she kissed 
the Master’s feet and anointed them with ointment. 

Simon said to himself, “This man, if He were a prophet, 
would surely know that the woman who has washed His 
feet is a sinner.” 

Jesus, knowing what was in the Pharisee’s mind, said to 
him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” 

“Master, say it,” replied Simon. 

“A certain creditor had two debtors : one of them owed 
five hundred pence and the other fifty. Neither of them 
had any money, so the creditor forgave them both. Which 
of the two therefore loved him the more ?” 

Simon answered, “I suppose he to whom he forgave 
most.” 

“You have judged rightly,” said Jesus. 

Turning to the sinner, He said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman ? When I entered your house, you gave Me 
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no water for My feet; but she with her tears has washed 
My feet and with her hair has dried them. 

“When I came here you gave Me no kiss of peace; but 
she has kissed My feet. 

“Moreover you did not anoint My head with oil; but 
she has anointed My feet with ointment. Wherefore I 
say to you, ‘Many sins are forgiven her, because she has 
loved much. To whom less is forgiven, he loves less/ ” 
Turning to the woman, Jesus said, “Your sins are for- 
given you.” 

They that were at table with Him said, “Who is this 
that forgives sins also ?” 

The Saviour paid no attention to their question but 
said to the sinner, “Your faith has made you safe; go in 
peace.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What was the rank of a centurion ? 2. How did the centurion 

show his faith ? 3. Why do you think the centurion was so interested 

in his servant? 4. Was he a Jew or a Gentile? Why? 5. Locate 
Capharnaum and state what other events took place there. 6. Where 
is Nain ? How far is it from Capharnaum ? 7. Why did Jesus per- 
form the miracle ? 8. What did John the Baptist want to know ? 

9. Why did Simon invite our Lord to dine with him ? 10. What did 

the sinner do? 11. What did Simon think about her act? 12. How 
did our Lord answer his question ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Look up the meaning of “Jew” and “Gentile,” and be ready to 
explain both words to the class. 

II. Be prepared to tell the class about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

III. In the time of our Lord the burial service was much different from 

what it is to-day. Consult reference books for this information. 

IV. Problem : “Which are the doctrines of our holy religion referred 

to in these three narratives ? ” 
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§ 35. The Story of the Sower 

Enemies as well as friends were among the people to whom 
Jesus preached. The Pharisees as a rule were on hand to 
see if they could catch Him saying or doing anything against 
the law of Moses. There were others, too, who could not 
grasp the meaning of His words. 

On account of the different people who came to hear 
Him, the Saviour occasionally spoke in parables, that is, 
He told them stories inculcating some religious truth. 

One day Jesus went into a boat near the shore, and told 
the multitude the “ Story of the Sower” in the following 
manner : 

“Behold the sower went forth to sow. Some seeds fell 
by the wayside, and the birds of the air came and ate 
them up. 

“Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 

“ Other seeds fell upon stony ground where they had not 
much earth. They sprang up immediately ; but when 
the sun rose they were scorched, and as a result they 
withered away. 

“ Other seeds fell upon good ground. They brought 
forth fruit some a hundredfold, some sixtyfold, and some 
thirtyfold.” 

If you ever heard an instruction like this you would ask 
yourself, “What is meant by all this?” Moreover, you 
might ask the priest to tell you the meaning of the story. 

That was exactly what some of the disciples of Jesus did. 
They asked our Lord, “Why do You speak to the people in 
parables ?” 

He answered them thus, “To you, my friends and dis- 
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ciples, it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God, but to My enemies it is not given.” 

For fear however that there should be any doubt in the 
minds of His followers, Jesus gave an explanation like the 
following : 

The sower in this parable is Jesus Christ, and the seed 
is the word of God which He implants in the hearts of men. 

The seed which fell by the wayside refers to those per- 
sons whose minds and hearts are not prepared for the teach- 
ing of the Christian religion. When they happen to hear 
the word of God it makes little or no impression on them. 

The seed planted on the stony soil reminds us of those 
persons who during the time of a mission or a retreat readily 
listen to the instructions and resolve to do better. But when 
the first trial or trouble comes they fall back into their old 
careless way of living. 

The seed sown among thorns represents those men and 
women who hear the word of God, but who are so taken up 
with the cares of the world and the desire of riches that it 
has no effect on their lives. Such persons try to serve two 
masters. 

The seed sown upon the good ground recalls those per- 
sons who not only listen to the word of God but put it into 
practice in their lives. In a word they are the practical 
Catholics. 

§ 36. The Parable of the Cockle 

Just as soon as Jesus had finished explaining the fore- 
going parable, He told the multitude another story. 

“The kingdom of heaven is likened to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. Later on, while he slept, an enemy 
came and sowed cockle among the wheat. 
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“When the blades of wheat had sprung up, the cockle also 
appeared. 

“ Noticing this, the servants of the master said, ‘Sir, did you 
not sow good seed in your field ? Who sowed the cockle ? ’ 

“ ‘An enemy has done this/ replied the master. 

“ ‘Shall we gather up the cockle ? ’ asked the servants. 

“ ‘No/ said the master, ‘lest in gathering up the cockle 
you might at the same time root up the wheat also. Suffer 
both to grow until the harvest. Then I will say to the 
reapers, “Gather up first the cockle, and bind it into bundles 
to burn, but the wheat gather ye into my barn.” ’” 

When Jesus had returned to the house, His disciples said 
to Him, “Master, please expound to us the parable of the 
Cockle.” 

Listen to what the Saviour said : 

“He that sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 

“The field is the world. 

“The good seed are the children of the kingdom. 

“The cockle are the children of the Wicked One. 

“The enemy that sowed the cockle is the devil. 

“The harvest is the end of the world. 

“The reapers are the angels. 

“Even as cockle is gathered up and burned with fire, 
so shall it be at the end of the world. 

“The Son of Man shall send His angels into the world. 
They shall gather out of His kingdom all scandals and them 
that work iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace 
of fire. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Enumerate the different kinds of people that usually listened to 
Jesus. 2. What is a parable? 3. Why did our Lord make use of it? 
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4. Why do you think He spoke to the Jews about the various kinds of 
soil ? 5. How did He explain the parable of the “Sower” ? 6. What 

is cockle, and what effect does it have on wheat? 7. How did Jesus 
explain the parable of the “Cockle” ? 8. What do you consider the most 
helpful feature of a parable? 9. To what fundamental doctrine does 
this narrative refer ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Prepare for the class an explanation of the parable and its use in 
teaching Christian doctrine. 

II. Look up the different kinds of composition and be prepared to tell 
to which kind the parable belongs. 

III. Study the quotation marks in the parable of the “Cockle.” 

IV. Problem: “What does ‘into the furnace of fire , mean?” 


§ 37. The Storm at Sea 

When Jesus had finished instructing the multitude, 
He said to His disciples, “Let us go over to the eastern 
side of the Sea of Galilee.” 

Thereupon they started on their voyage. While the 
boat moved onward the Saviour slept. 

Suddenly a terrific storm arose; the wind was mighty 
and the waves dashed over the boat. 

“Oh, what shall we do! What shall we do!” cried 
some of the disciples. 

“Let us go to the Master and wake Him,” said one. 

They ran to the rear of the boat where Jesus was sleep- 
ing and shouted, “Lord, save us, or we perish.” 

The Redeemer said to them, “Why are you fearful, O 
ye of little faith ?” 

“Just see the storm, Lord,” they replied, “we are afraid 
of being drowned.” 
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Jesus then rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and 
said to the sea, “Peace, be still.” 

What happened ? 

The winds ceased, and there was a great calm upon the 
sea. 

The disciples in their astonishment whispered one to 
another, “Who is This that can command the winds and the 
sea, and they obey Him ?” 

§ 38. Jesus Cures a Wild Man 

After landing on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee, 
in the country of the Gadarenes, Jesus and His disciples 
met two fierce-looking men coming from a cave. One of 
them was possessed by a devil. 

When he saw the Saviour, he ran madly toward Him, 
saying, “What have I to do with You, Son of the Most 
High God ? Are You come to torment me ?” 

The Redeemer commanded the unclean spirit to leave the 
man. 

A struggle ensued. 

“What is your name?” asked Jesus of the unclean 
spirit. 

“My name is Legion, because that man has many spirits.” 

There happened to be in the vicinity a high, rocky sea- 
coast. The spirits begged Jesus not to cast them into the 
sea there. 

“Send us into that herd of swine feeding on the moun- 
tain,” they said. 

At the bidding of the Redeemer the devils left the man 
and went into the swine. As they did so, the whole herd 
ran pell mell into the sea and was drowned. 
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Thereupon the Gadarenes hastened to tell the people of 
the surrounding towns and cities. They, in turn, flocked 
to see the Wonder-worker and the man whom He had cured. 
What was the result ? 

When they heard what had taken place they were so 
thoroughly frightened that they asked Jesus to leave their 
country. 

As the Saviour was about to do so, the man who had been 
cured asked if he might go with Him. 

Jesus replied, “Return to your friends, and tell them 
about the great things which the Lord has done for you.” 

The man did so : he began to publish far and near the 
wonderful works of the Son of God. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. In your own words give the narrative of the “Storm at Sea.” 
2. What surprised the onlookers most? 3. Where is the country of 
the Gadarenes? 4. Where did those possessed live? 5. What com- 
mand did Jesus give the unclean spirit? 6. Why were the Gadarenes 
frightened ? 7. How did the man whom Jesus cured show his gratitude ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Look up the different meanings of the word “Legion.” 

II. See if you can find the cause of the sudden and violent storms on 
the Sea of Galilee. 

III. Bring to class accounts of other storms at sea that you have read. 

IV. Problem: “Are people possessed by the devil nowadays?” 


§ 39* Jesus Cures a Little Girl 

After returning from His visit to the Gadarenes, the 
Saviour was met by a large crowd of people. 

As He was answering their questions and explaining things 
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to them, Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, said to Him, 
“Lord, my daughter is at the point of death, but come, 
lay Your hand on her that she may live.” 

Without a moment’s delay Jesus and His apostles went 
with Jairus. 

As they hastened on, a woman who had been troubled 
with an issue of blood for twelve years, who had spent 
all her means on doctors, and who was no better, came 
and touched the hem of the Redeemer’s garments. 

As soon as she had done so, the woman was completely 
restored to health. 

Turning quickly around, Jesus asked, “Who has touched 
My garments ?” 

At first the woman was afraid to admit what she had 
done, but, when she saw the eyes of the Lord upon her, she 
came forth, went on her knees, and told the people that she 
felt she would be cured if she could only touch the hem of 
the Saviour’s garment. 

To her Jesus said, “Daughter, your faith has made you 
whole. Go in peace.” 

Just then a messenger arrived from the home of Jairus 
saying, “Your daughter is dead. Why do you trouble 
the Master any further?” 

On hearing the news the Saviour said, “Fear not, believe 
only, and she shall be safe.” 

Taking with Him Peter, James, and John, Jesus entered 
the house and saw the minstrels and the crowd weeping 
and wailing. He said to them, “Why all this excitement 
and weeping? Give place, for the girl is not dead but 
asleep.” 

The people present actually laughed at Him. They 
were sure that the little girl was dead. They could not 
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understand why any one should say that she was merely 
sleeping. 

Jesus did not care what they thought. Having forced 
them from the house, He went with the father and the 
mother to the room where the dead body lay. 

After a silent prayer He took the cold hand of the dead 
child and cried out, “Girl, I say to you, arise.” 

Wonderful to relate, she that was dead rose up and 
walked. 

The delighted father and mother took their daughter 
and gave her something to eat. 

As was to be expected, the fame of the Miracle-worker 
spread abroad in all that country. 

§ 40. Jesus Performs Many Miracles 

As Jesus was returning from the house of Jairus, two 
blind men followed Him crying out, “Son of David, have 
mercy on us.” 

To try the faith of the sightless men Jesus pretended 
not to see or hear them. 

The men, however, persevered and followed Jesus into 
the house. 

The Saviour said to them, “Do you believe that I can 
cure your blindness ?” 

“Yes, Lord, we believe You can do so.” 

After touching their eyes, Jesus said, “According to 
your faith be it done unto you.” 

Instantly the blind eyes were opened and they saw 
aright. 

Shortly after this, Jesus and His disciples paid a visit 
to Nazareth. 
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On the Sabbath He went into the synagogue and began 
to teach. 

He preached so well that the people marveled. Nay, 
more; they admired His doctrine. But they could not 
understand how the Son of Joseph and Mary could do 
such wonderful things. 

They said, “How came this Man by all these things? 
Where did He get His wisdom ? See all the miracles He 
has performed. Is not this the carpenter’s Son ? Is not 
His mother called Mary ?” 

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, 
save in his own country, in his own house, and among his 
own kindred.” 

After healing a few that were sick, the Saviour went 
about the towns and cities of Galilee teaching in the syna- 
gogues and healing every disease. 

During this missionary journey Jesus noticed the large 
number of people who were anxiously waiting instruction. 
So He said to His disciples, “The harvest indeed is great, 
but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore that the Lord 
may send laborers into His harvest.” 

§41. Jesus Sends Forth His Apostles 

The number of those seeking instruction was so great 
that the Master decided to ask the apostles to help Him. 

Accordingly, he called together the chosen Twelve, and 
explained to them the work they were to do, and showed 
them how necessary it was. 

He then gave them power and authority to cast out 
devils and to cure all manner of diseases. 

Before they started on their journey the Master gave the 
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following words of advice, “Go not into the ways of the 
Gentiles, and into the cities of the Samaritans enter not; 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Tell 
them that the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils, but 
be sure to do it without any charge. Take nothing for 
your journey ; for the workman is worthy of his food. 

“Whenever you enter a city, select a worthy person with 
whom to live, and stay there until you leave the city. 

“When you go into a house say, ‘Peace be to this house/ 
If that house be worthy, your peace shall come upon it; 
but if it be not worthy, your peace shall return to you. . 

“Whosoever shall not receive you or hear your words, 
leave them at once.” 

Thus authorized, the apostles went through many towns 
and cities preaching the kingdom of God and exhorting 
the people to do penance. 

They did more; they cast out devils, and they healed 
many that were sick. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Who was Jairus ? 2. What did he ask Jesus to do ? 3. What 

did our Lord say to the woman who was sick with an issue of blood ? 
4. What did Jesus see when He came to the house of Jairus ? 5. What 

did Jesus say to the dead girl ? 6. What was the effect of the miracle ? 

7. Why did the two blind men call Jesus the “ Son of David ” ? 8. How 

did Jesus test their faith ? 9. What did the people of Nazareth think of 

Him and His preaching ? 10. How did Jesus know that He needed 

the assistance of the apostles ? 1 1. What instructions did he give them ? 
12. Who were the Gentiles ? 13. Who were the Samaritans ? 14. What 

other lesson speaks about the Samaritans ? 
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CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Look up the custom of the Jews regarding the manner in which 
they “waked the dead.” If you know of the custom in other 
countries, tell the class. 

II. In the four lists of the apostles, Peter is always first and Judas 
Iscariot is always last. What is the importance of the position 
of Peter ? 

III. Find out why Jesus told the apostles not to go to the Gentiles or to 

tell the Samaritans. 

IV. Problem : “Suppose some one* told you that faith is the only thing 

necessary to win heaven, what would you say, and why ? ” 


§ 42. A Brave Man 

Every one is interested in a brave man. There is some- 
thing about him that appeals to all classes of people. 

One of the bravest men that ever lived was John the 
Baptist. He was the preacher who prepared the Jews 
for the coming of the Messiah. He was afraid of no man, 
not even King Herod. 

If any one did wrong, he reprimanded him for his misdeed, 
as the following example will show : 

During our Lord’s public life, King Herod married He- 
rodias, his brother’s wife. 

As this was against the law, John the Baptist said to 
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.” 

Herodias took this as an insult; and she made up her 
mind that she would get even with John the Baptist if it 
took her a lifetime. 

In the first place, she tried to persuade Herod to have 
him put to death, but her husband was afraid of the people. 
Every one regarded John the Baptist as a great prophet. 
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Some time later, Herod invited a number of princes and 
the chief men of Galilee to celebrate his birthday. 

Among those who danced was Salome, the daughter of 
Herodias. She performed so well that she pleased King 
Herod and all his guests. 

In order to show Salome how delighted he was, the king 
said to her, “Ask of me what you will, and I will give it 
to you.” 

To make it more solemn he promised her under oath, 
“Whatever you ask, I will give you, even though it be the 
half of my kingdom.” 

Salome did not know what to ask. So she went to her 
mother and said, “For what shall I ask ?” 

Herodias answered, “Ask for the head of John the Bap- 
tist on a dish.” 

Salome went at once to the king and said, “I will that 
you give me on a dish the head of John the Baptist.” 

Herod was astounded. He felt that he must fulfill his 
promise given under oath. So he sent for one of his officers 
and said to him, “Bring me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a dish.” 

The officer hastened to the prison, asked for John the 
Baptist, cut off his head, brought it on a dish, and gave 
it to Salome, who in turn presented it to her mother. 

§ 43. The Little Boy with the Five Loaves 

When the apostles returned from their missionary jour- 
ney, they went to Capharnaum to give Jesus an account of 
their labors. 

Having listened to their reports, He said to them, “Come 
with Me into the desert where we can rest a while.” 
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Accordingly, the Saviour and His apostles went into a ship, 
crossed the Sea of Galilee, and landed at or near Beth- 
saida. Thence they ascended the mountain. 

The people of Capharnaum watched where the Master 
and His apostles went; and many of them followed Him 
up the mountain. 

As soon as it became dark, the apostles said to Jesus, 
“This is a desert place, Lord, and the hour is late. Don’t 
You think it better to send this large crowd of people to 
their homes so that they might get something to eat ?” 

“It is not necessary to send them home,” said Jesus. 
“Give them something to eat.” 

Turning to Philip, the Saviour asked, “Where shall we 
buy bread that all these may eat ?” 

Philip answered, “Let us go and buy bread for two hun- 
dred pence, and we will give them to eat.” 

“How many loaves have you?” asked Jesus. “Go 
and see.” 

“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 
fishes. But what are these among so many ?” 

“Bring them to Me,” said Jesus. 

After the multitude were seated, the Saviour, taking 
the loaves and the fishes, blessed, broke, and gave them to 
the apostles to distribute. 

When all had eaten enough, Jesus said to the Twelve, 
“Gather up the fragments that remain, lest they should 
be lost.” 

How much do you think they gathered up ? 

Twelve baskets full. 

When the people began to realize the wonderful miracle 
which Jesus had performed in multiplying the five loaves 
and the two fishes so as to feed the multitude, they ex- 
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claimed, “Indeed This is a Prophet that is come into the 
world.” 

Some of them even wanted to make Him their king, 
but He knowing their thoughts ascended the mountain 
to pray. 

§ 44. Jesus Walks upon the Water 

While Jesus was on the mountain, the apostles were 
crossing the Sea of Galilee. Before they had traveled 
one half the distance to Capharnaum, a terrible storm 
arose so that the boat was tossed as a top. The Twelve 
must have been terrified. They certainly had reason to 
think of a watery grave. 

While in this frame of mind they saw something walk- 
ing upon the water. “What is it? What is it?” they 
asked one another. 

As the strange sight came nearer and nearer, they cried 
out, “It is an apparition.” 

To calm their fears Jesus said to them, “Be of good 
heart. It is I. Be not afraid.” 

Impulsive Peter said, “Lord, if it be You, bid me to 
come to You upon the waters.” 

Jesus took him at his word and said, “Come.” 

Peter at once left the boat and began to walk upon the 
water in the direction of the Master. But seeing the wind 
strong he was afraid, and when he began to sink he cried 
out, “Lord, save me.” 

The Saviour stretching forth His hand helped Peter, 
and said to him, “0 you of little faith, why did you doubt ?” 

As soon as they entered the boat the wind ceased. Then 
the other apostles said to the Redeemer, “You are truly 
the Son of God.” 
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A few hours later they landed in Genezareth. Some 
of the people of that country knew Jesus. 

The news of His arrival spread like wildfire. The re- 
sult was that every place He went He found the sick in the 
streets. These poor people asked the Saviour if they might 
touch the hem of His garments; those that did so were 
cured immediately. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Can you explain why children like a brave man? 2. Why do 
you say John the Baptist was a brave man? 3. What do you think 
about Herodias? 4. For what did she tell her daughter to ask? 
5. When does the Church celebrate the feast of the beheading of John 
the Baptist? 6. Why did Jesus and the apostles go into the desert? 
7. What is the most wonderful thing about this miracle? 8. Does it 
remind you of any other miracle that Jesus performed ? 9. What did 

the apostles see as they returned to Capharnaum ? 10. What did 

Peter say? II. What did Jesus do in Genezareth? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Look up the life of John the Baptist and be prepared to tell the 
class about some of his striking characteristics. 

II. Find out the different names by which Jesus is known. 

III. The Church forbids certain blood relations to enter into marriage. 

Does she forbid a man to marry his brother’s wife provided the 
brother is dead ? Can you tell of any famous case that is known 
in history ? 

IV. Problem: “Was Herod a strong man or a weakling?” 


§ 45. The Promise of the Blessed Sacrament 

Since the miracle of the “Multiplication of the Loaves 
and the Fishes,” a larger number of people than usual 
were attracted to Jesus. Some doubtless were drawn to 
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Him by His teaching; others wished to see Him perform 
miracles; and still others thought He might give them 
another feast. 

One day as He was teaching in the synagogue at Ca- 
phamaum, He said to the congregation, “You men and 
women seek Me, not on account of the miracles that I 
have performed, but because you did eart of the loaves 
and the fishes. Seek not for the food that perishes, but for 
that which endures unto life everlasting. This the Son of 
Man will give you.” 

The people asked Him, “What shall we do, Lord, that 
we may perform the works of God ?” 

Jesus replied, “Believe in Him Whom God has sent.” 

“What sign do You give us that we may believe in You ? 
Our Fathers did eat manna in the desert, as it is written: 
*He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 

“Moses did not give you bread from heaven,” declared 
Jesus. “But My Father gives you the true Bread from 
heaven. For the Bread of God is that which comes down 
from heaven, and gives life to the world.” 

“Lord, give us always this Bread,” they cried out. 

Jesus said to them, “I am the Bread of Life; He that 
comes to Me shall not hunger ; and He that believes in Me 
shall not thirst. But I say to you, ‘You have seen Me, 
but do not believe/ ” 

The people did not understand the meaning of the Sav- 
iour’s words, and naturally they began to murmur and 
say, “Is not this Jesus, the Son of Joseph, Whose father 
and mother we know? How can He say, T am the Liv- 
ing Bread which came down from heaven ? ’ ” 

Jesus said to them, “Murmur not among yourselves. 
No man can come to Me unless the Father Who has sent 
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Me draw him. Amen, amen, I say unto you, he that be- 
lieves in Me has life everlasting. I am the Bread of Life. 

“Your fathers did eat manna in the desert; they are 
dead. 

“I am the Living Bread which came down from heaven. 
If any man eat of this Bread, he shall live forever. The 
Bread that I will give is My flesh for the life of the world.” 

The Jews were now more puzzled than ever. They said 
to one another, “How can this Man give us His flesh to 
eat?” 

Jesus continued His sermon, “Except you eat of the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink of His blood you shall not 
have life in you. He that eats My flesh and drinks My 
blood has life everlasting: and I will raise him up on the 
last day.” 

The Jews said, “This saying is hard. Who can hear 
it?” 

Jesus asked them, “Does this saying scandalize you? 
But suppose you shall see the Son of Man ascend to heaven 
where He was before. There are some of you who believe 
not. Again I repeat, ‘No man can come to Me, unless it 
be given him by the Father.’” 

When the Saviour saw many of His disciples returning 
to their homes, He said to the Twelve, “Will you also go 
away ?” 

Big-hearted Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go ? You have the words of eternal life. We have believed 
and have known that You are Christ the Son of God.” 

“Have I not chosen you Twelve?” asked Jesus. “Yet 
one of you is a devil.” 

This last remark was meant for the traitor Judas who 
later on betrayed the Master. 
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§ 46. Jesus Cures a Phoenician Girl 

In the sermon regarding the “Bread of Life,” Jesus 
gave mortal offense to some of the Jews. They were so 
angry that they sought to kill Him. 

The Saviour, knowing this, decided to go to Phoenicia, 
where few of the people understood the Jewish language. 

Leaving Capharnaum He and His apostles journeyed 
over the mountains to Phoenicia. 

On reaching the borders of Tyre and Sidon, a woman 
of Canaan, a Gentile by birth, came to Jesus and said, 
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David ; for my daugh- 
ter is grievously troubled by a devil.” 

As this strange woman continued to cry out, the apostles 
said to the Saviour, “Send her away, for she comes after us.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am not sent but to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.” 

The Master and the apostles thereupon entered a va- 
cant house. 

Finding out where Jesus went, the woman followed 
Him and said, “Lord, help me.” 

Jesus said to her, “Let the children first be filled, for it 
is not good to take the bread of the children and cast it to 
the dogs.” 

86 


Digitized by 


Google 



FROM THE THIRD TO THE FOURTH PASSOVER 87 


“Yea, Lord,” answered the woman, “for the whelps eat 
the crumbs of the children that fall from the table of their 
masters.” 

The great faith of this woman astonished Jesus; so He 
said to her, “O woman, great is your faith ; be it done to 
you as you will. For this saying of yours, go your way; 
the devil has gone out of your daughter.” 

With a grateful heart, this poor mother hastened to her 
home and found her dear little girl completely recovered. 

§ 47 . Jesus Heals a Deaf and Dumb Man 

When the people of Phoenicia learned that Jesus had cured 
the little girl possessed by the devil, they lost no time in 
bringing to Him all that were sick. In the goodness of 
His heart He cured them all. 

Seeing that there was no rest for Him in Phoenicia, He 
and His apostles went to Decapolis. 

While on this journey the people brought to the Saviour 
one that was deaf and dumb and asked Him to cure him. 

Jesus taking aside the unfortunate man put His fingers 
into his ears, touched his tongue with saliva, and looking 
up to heaven said, “ Ephpheta,” that is, “be opened.” 

Instantly the string of the dumb man’s tongue was 
loosed and he spoke aright. 

Jesus said to him, “Remember, do not tell any one what 
I have done for you.” 

The man, however, was so delighted with his cure that he 
could not help telling every person he met about the wonder- 
ful miracle which the Saviour had performed for him. “He 
has done all things well ; He has made the deaf to hear and 
the dumb to speak.” 
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QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. What attracted people to Jesus? 2. Explain the meaning of the 
words, “the food' that perishes” and “that which endures.” 3. Relate 
the incident in which the Jews ate manna in the desert. 4. Show its 
connection with the Blessed Sacrament. 5. How did Jesus explain the 
meaning of “the Bread of Life” ? 6. What objection did the Jews 
make? 7. What further explanation did Jesus give? 8. What 
effect did His words have upon some of the people ? 9. How long was 

this before the institution of the Blessed Eucharist? 10. What do 
you think of Peter’s profession of faith? 11. Locate Phoenicia. 
12. What did the Phoenician woman want? 13. Tell about the curing 
of the deaf and dumb man. 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Recall what the Catechism tells you about the Blessed Eucharist, 
and then point out the passages in which Jesus promised the 
Blessed Sacrament to the people. 

II. You doubtless have seen a priest baptize a child. What in the 
healing of the deaf and dumb man reminds you of one of the 
ceremonies of Baptism ? 

III. Problem : “Why did some of the disciples find it difficult to under- 
stand the “Promise of the Blessed Sacrament”? 


§ 48. Jesus Again Feeds a Multitude 

After curing the deaf and dumb man in Decapolis, Jesus 
and His apostles ascended a mountain and sat down to 
rest. 

They were not there many minutes before they saw a 
multitude of people approaching. These brought the 
dumb, the blind, the lame, the maimed, and many others. 
Presently the Saviour healed every one of them. 

When the multitude saw what He had done, they were 
astounded. Truly they had good reason to be, when they 
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perceived the dumb speak, the lame walk, and the blind 
see. 

Some of the people had been following Jesus for three 
days. It was natural to suppose that their supply of pro- 
visions had run out. 

At all events Jesus said to His apostles, “I have com- 
passion on the multitude, for, behold, they have now been 
with Me three days and have nothing to eat. If I send 
them away fasting to their own homes, they will faint on 
the way, for some of them came from afar off.” 

The apostles asked Him, “Where shall we get bread for 
this large crowd of people ?” 

“How many loaves have you ?” inquired Jesus. 

“ Seven and a few little fishes,” they replied. 

Jesus thereupon commanded the people to sit on the 
ground. Taking the loaves and the fishes, He blessed, 
broke, and gave them to the apostles to distribute among 
the multitude. 

When four thousand men, not to mention the women and 
the children, had eaten their fill, seven baskets of the frag- 
ments were collected. 

Having sent the multitude to their homes, Jesus and His 
apostles set sail for Dalmanutha and Magedan, on the 
western coast of the Sea of Galilee. 

§ 49- Jesus Gives the Keys to Peter 

At Dalmanutha, the Pharisees and the Sadducees asked 
many questions of Jesus, and by way of temptation desired 
from Him a sign from heaven. 

The Saviour, however, read their thoughts and would not 
be tempted. 
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Thereupon He and the apostles crossed the Sea of Gali- 
lee to Bethsaida, where Jesus restored sight to a blind man. 

Thence the missionary band journeyed to the confines 
of Caesarea Philippi. As they went along, Jesus after a 
short prayer said to the apostles, “Who do men say that 
lam?” 

“Some say that You are John the Baptist, others Elias, 
others Jeremias, and others that one of the prophets is 
risen.” 

“Who do you say that I am ?” He asked Peter. 

Simon Peter replied, “You are Christ the Son of the 
living God .” 

Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar Jona; 
because flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
My Father Who is in heaven. 

“I say to you, that you are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My Church, and the gates of hell will not pre- 
vail against it. 

“I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatsoever you shall bind upon earth, it shall be bound 
in heaven ; whatsoever you shall loose upon earth, it shall 
be loosed also in heaven.” 

Having said this, Jesus strictly charged them not to tell 
any man that He was Jesus, the Christ. 

Presently He informed them that the Son of Man must 
go to Jerusalem, suffer many things, must be rejected by 
the Ancients, the High Priests, and the Scribes, must be 
killed, and after three days must rise again. 

“Why do You speak like that, Master?” said Peter. 

Jesus said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan, because you 
do not relish the things that are of God, but the things that 
are of men.” 
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He then said, “If any man will come after Me, let him 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me. For who- 
soever shall be ashamed of Me and of My words in this 
sinful generation, the Son of Man shall also be ashamed of 
him when He shall come in His majesty with His angels to 
render to every one according to his works.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. Locate Dalmanutha, Bethsaida, Caesarea Philippi. 2. What 
question did Jesus ask the apostles? 3. Who spoke for the apostles? 
4. What four distinct things did Jesus promise to Peter? 5. How did 
the Lord announce His coming passion and death ? 6. What happened 

when Jesus and His apostles went to the mountain? 7. Tell what our 
Lord said about the multitude. 8. Before He multiplied the loaves 
and the fishes, how many of each did He have ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Compare and contrast the first and the second “Multiplication of 
the Loaves and the Fishes. ,, 

II. Peter was the first Pope and Bishop of Rome. Tell the class when 
he was given his authority to teach, govern, and rule the Church. 

III. Mention the different doctrines of our holy religion that are spoken 

of in these two narratives. 

IV. Problem: “In this narrative does Jesus refer to the particular or 

the general judgment ?” 


§ 50. Jesus Is Transfigured 

Some days later while in the confines of Caesarea Philippi, 
Jesus with Peter, James, and John ascended a neighboring 
mountain to pray. 

On reaching the desired spot, the apostles rested on the 
rocks. The Saviour went a short distance from them and 
prayed to God the Father. 
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While doing so He was transfigured before them; that 
is, His face did shine as the sun, and His garments became 
as white as snow. 

To make the picture still more wonderful, two men, 
Moses and Elias, were seen talking to Him. 

When the apostles awoke from their sleep, they were 
startled by the dazzling light that surrounded Jesus and the 
two prophets. 

“What can it mean ?” they asked one another. “What 
are Moses and Elias doing here ? What brought them 
back to earth ?” 

Just as the prophets were leaving the Saviour, Peter said, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here; if You will, let us 
make here three tabernacles : one for You, one for Moses, 
and one for Elias.” 

While Peter was yet speaking, a bright cloud over- 
shadowed them, and a voice from on high said, “This is 
My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased ; hear ye Him.” 

The heavenly voice filled the apostles with so great a fear 
that they fell on their faces. 

Jesus coming toward them said, “Arise, and be not 
afraid.” 

When they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus. 

Thereupon the entire party came down from the moun- 
tain. As they did so, Jesus said to the apostles, “Tell this 
vision to no one, till the Son of Man be risen from the 
dead.” 


§ 51. The Boy Who Could Not Speak 

When Jesus and the three apostles came down from the 
mountain after the Transfiguration, they found a large 
crowd of people waiting for them. 
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Among the multitude were the other apostles and a 
number of Scribes, that is, doctors of the law. 

As soon as the people saw the Saviour approaching, they 
ran toward Him and saluted Him. 

“What have you been talking about ?” asked Jesus. 

Just then one of the multitude falling on his knees said 
to Him, “Master, I beseech You, have pity on my son; 
for he is the only one I have. He is a lunatic who suffers 
much. 

“I brought him some time ago to Your disciples. I 
asked them to cast out the devil from the boy, but they 
could not do so.” 

“Bring your son to Me,” said Jesus. 

When the boy approached the Saviour, the evil spirit 
threw him on the ground and caused him to gnash his teeth 
and to foam at the mouth. 

“How long is it since this happened to him?” asked 
Jesus. 

“Since he was a child,” replied the father. “If You can 
do anything for the poor boy, do take pity on us and help 
us.” 

Jesus said to the father, “Yes, I will, if you can believe; 
for all things are possible to him that believes.” 

“I do believe, Lord,” answered the father. “Help me 
to have stronger faith.” 

Thereupon the Saviour said to the unclean spirit, “Deaf 
and dumb spirit, I command you to go out of the boy and 
enter into him no more.” 

After a terrible struggle the devil went out of the boy, 
but he left him in such a weakened condition that many 
said, “He is dead.” 

To show them that they were mistaken, Jesus, taking the 
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boy by the hand, lifted him up. The child was cured from 
that hour. 

When the apostles were alone with the Saviour they asked 
Him, “Why could not we cast out the unclean spirit from 
that boy ?” 

To this question Jesus replied, “Because of your unbe- 
lief. For, Amen, I say to you, if you have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed you shall say to this mountain, ‘Remove 
from here to yonder place ; and it shall remove, for nothing 
shall be impossible to you/” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. Who went up the mountain to pray? 2. When the apostles 
awoke, what did they see? 3. What suggestion did Peter make? 
‘4. What did the heavenly voice say? 5. On what previous occasion 
were the same words uttered ? 6. What frightened the apostles ? 

7. Who were waiting for Jesus when He came down from the mountain ? 

8. On what condition did He perform the miracle? 9. Why could 
not the apostles cure the boy ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Explain : “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.” 

II. Look up the other instances in which Jesus gave speech to the 
dumb. 

III. Bring to class all the illustrations of the “Transfiguration” that 

you can find, and note any difference. 

IV. Problem: “Was Moses or Elias the greater hero?” 


§ 52. Jesus and the Little Children 

After leaving the confines of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus 
and His apostles passed quietly through Galilee. 

On their last visit to Capharnaum, a discussion arose 
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among the apostles as to who would be the greater in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

A few minutes later, the Saviour asked them, “What were 
you discussing as we came along ? ” 

The disciples were ashamed to tell the subject of their 
conversation. Finally one of them said, “We were talk- 
ing about who would have the first place in Your king- 
dom.” 

Jesus said, “If any man desire to be first, he shall be last 
of all, and the servant of all.” 

Calling one of the group of little children who happened 
to be playing in the vicinity, the Saviour took him in His 
arms and kissed him. The Messiah then continued, “Un- 
less you be converted, and become as little children, you 
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

“Whosoever therefore shall become as humble as this 
little child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
He that shall receive one such little child in My name re- 
ceives Me. For he who is least among you all is the great- 
est.” 

John doubtless wishing to change the subject said, 
“Master, we saw a person who was not a follower of Yours 
casting out devils in Your name, and we forbade him to 
do so.” 

“Forbid him not,” said Jesus; “for there is no one who 
works a miracle in My name that will continue to speak 
ill of Me. He that is not against you is for you.” 

Having answered John’s question, Jesus returned to the 
subject of children. He said, “Whosoever shall scandalize 
one of these little ones who believe in Me, it were better 
for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and 
that he were drowned in the depths of the sea. 
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“Take heed that you despise not one of these little ones; 
for I say to you that their angels in heaven see the face of 
My Father. Moreover, it is not the will of God that one of 
these little ones should perish.” 

§ 53 . “My Hour Is Not Yet Come” 

While Jesus was at Capharnaum, the Jewish feast of the 
Tabernacles or Tents drew nigh. 

The celebration was called the feast of the Tents, be- 
cause the people who went to this festival every year lived 
for a week in little tents or huts made of green branches, 
to remind them of the forty years which the Israelites 
spent in the desert before they reached the Promised Land, 

At this particular time, some of the disciples said to 
Jesus, “Go into Judea, Lord, so that all the people may see 
the wonderful works which You do. No one that wishes 
to be known remains in an obscure place. Go where the 
crowds assemble, and show them what You can do.” 

Though Jesus had told them on more than one occasion 
of His approaching passion and death, the disciples did not 
seem to realize it. So in the kindness of His heart He said 
to them, “My hour is not yet come, but your time is always 
ready. Go you up to this festival. I will remain here a 
little longer.” 

The disciples thereupon did as the Master told them. 

Some time later He and His companions went up quietly 
to Jerusalem. 

As they were going through Samaria, John and James 
went into a city to prepare for the Master. The people 
however refused to receive Him. This made the two 
apostles so angry that when they told Jesus about it they 
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asked Him, “Do You wish that we command fire to comte 
down from heaven and consume them ?” 

Jesus replied, “You know not of what spirit you are. The 
Son of Man came not to destroy souls but to save them. ,, 

It was just about this time that the Saviour appointed 
seventy-two disciples to go two by two into every city and 
place through which He was to pass. He explained to them 
why He was sending them, how they were to act, and how 
they would be received. He concluded His instructions 
by these words, “He that hears you, hears Me; he that 
despises you, despises Me. He that despises Me, despises 
God that sent Me.” 

As soon as the seventy-two disciples had visited the cities 
and places through which Jesus was to pass, they re- 
turned and said to their Master, “Lord, the devils also are 
subject to us in Your name.” 

“Rejoice not in this,” said Jesus, “but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.” 

After thanking God the Father for the things which He 
had done, the Saviour, speaking to the disciples, said, 
“Blessed are the eyes that see the things which you see. 
For many prophets and kings have desired to see the things 
that you see and have not seen them, and to hear the 
things you hear and have not heard them.” 

§ 54. The Good Samaritan 

While Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem to celebrate 
the feast of the Tents, a certain lawyer asked Him, “Teacher, 
what shall I do that I may have eternal life ?” 

Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? What 
meaning do you get from it ? ” 
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The lawyer replied, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with your whole heart, with your whole soul, with all 
your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor 
as yourself.” 

“You have answered rightly,” said Jesus. “Do this, 
and you shall live.” 

The lawyer was not yet satisfied; so he asked, “Who 
is my neighbor ?” 

In answer to this question, Jesus told the story of the 
“Good Samaritan.” 

He said, “Once upon a time there was a man going from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. On the way he fell among robbers 
who took everything he had, wounded him, and left him 
on the roadside in a dying condition. 

“Soon after this a Jewish priest passed by. Seeing 
the pitiable state of the wounded man, he did not even 
stop to offer the least assistance. 

“A Levite, too, going by that road paid no attention to 
the injured man. 

“ But a certain Samaritan, noticing the sufferer, was moved 
to pity. He stopped on the way, bound up the wounds of the 
man, poured oil and wine on them, brought him to the inn on 
his own beast, and asked the innkeeper to take care of him. 

“The next day the Samaritan gave a sum of money to 
the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of this man, and what- 
soever you shall spend on him over and above what I have 
given you, I will repay you when I come back/” 

Then addressing the lawyer, Jesus asked, “In your 
opinion, which of these three men was neighbor to him that 
fell among robbers ?” 

“He that showed mercy,” answered the lawyer. 

Jesus said to him, “Go you and do in like manner.” 
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§ 55. Mary and Martha 

When Jesus drew nigh to Jerusalem, He did not go at 
once to the city, but spent some time at Bethany in the 
house of Mary and Martha. 

These two sisters had very different dispositions. Mary 
sat and listened to the golden words of the Master while 
Martha was busy doing the housework and preparing the 
meals. 

Martha, however, felt that her sister Mary should do some 
of the work. So she said to Jesus, “Master, do You think 
it is right for my sister to sit down while I am busy serv- 
ing ? Speak to her that she may help me.” 

Imagine her surprise when she received the following 
answer, “Martha, Martha, you are careful and troubled 
about many things. But one thing is necessary. Mary 
has chosen the better part which shall not be taken away 
from her.” 


§ 56. The Feast of the Tents 

When the feast of the Tents was at hand, the Jews began 
to look for the Saviour. Not finding Him, they inquired, 
“Where is Jesus ? Has He not come to the feast ?” 

A few hours later, the Saviour walked quietly into the 
Temple and began to preach in a manner that astounded 
the people. 

The Jews said to one another, “Where did this Man 
get all His knowledge ? He never studied in our schools.” 

Jesus replied, “My doctrine is not My own; it comes 
from Him Who sent Me. If any man will do the will of 
God, he will know whether I am speaking in God’s name 
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or in My own. Did not Moses give you the law? Not 
one of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill Me ? ” 

They said to Jesus, “You must have lost Your senses. 
Who is seeking to kill You ?” 

“You all wonder at one work that I have done,” said 
Jesus. “Moses gave you the rite of circumcision, and on 
the Sabbath you circumcise a man. Why then would you 
be angry with Me because I healed a man on the Sabbath ? 
Judge not according to appearance, but judge a just judg- 
ment.” 

All this took place on the first day of the feast. 

On the last day of the celebration, a number of men 
were sent by the Chief Priests and the Pharisees to arrest 
Jesus. 

When they returned without their prey, their masters 
asked them, “Why have you not brought us the King of 
the Jews ? ” 

They replied, “Never did any person speak like this 
Man.” 

“Have you also been led astray by Him?” asked the 
Ph arisees. 

Nicodemus, one of the rulers of the synagogue, said, 
“Does our law judge a man without first hearing him and 
knowing what he does ?” 

“Are you also a Galilean ?” asked the Pharisees. 
“Search the Scriptures and see if a prophet rises out of 
Galilee.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. As the apostles went through Galilee what was on their minds? 
2. How did Jesus answer their question? 3. Tell what you know 
about the feast of the Tents. 4. Why did the disciples wish Jesus to 
gO to Judea ? 5. What happened to John and James as they were going 
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through Samaria ? 6. What work did the seventy-two disciples do ? 

7. What did the lawyer want to know ? 8. What do you think of the 

way Jesus answered his question ? 9. Show that the lawyer knew the 

Jewish religion. 10. What was the second question asked by the 
lawyer? n. How did the Saviour answer it? 12. Tell the story of 
Mary and Martha. 13. What lesson does this narrative teach? 
14. How did Jesus surprise the Jews? 15. What striking argument 
did He use in this narrative? 16. Why did the Jews not arrest Jesus ? 
17. What did Nicodemus say ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Ascertain the various names the different evangelists have for a 
“lawyer” 

II. Find out what the Church teaches about the religious state and 
living in the world. 

III. Look up “Bethany” and “Nicodemus” so as to be able to tell the 

class about them. 

IV. Problem: “Was Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, the 

same person as the sinner Mary Magdalen?” 

§ 57. The Pharisees and the Sinful Woman 

Some time later, the Saviour was again teaching in the 
Temple. Suddenly a great commotion arose. Every one 
looked to see the cause of it. 

A number of Scribes and Pharisees were bringing a woman 
into the Temple. 

Approaching Jesus, they said to Him, “This woman has 
just now committed a great sin. Moses commanded that 
such a sinner should be stoned to death. What do you 
think about it ?” 

The Saviour, realizing that they asked this ques- 
tion merely to tempt Him, said to them, “He that is with- 
out sin among you, let him be the first to cast a stone at 
her.” 
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The accusers on hearing this left the Temple. 

Jesus said to the sinful woman, “Where are they that 
accused you ? Has no man condemned you ?” 

“Not a single one, Lord,” replied the woman. 

“Neither will I condemn you. Go now, and sin no 
more.” 

As soon as this interruption was over, Jesus continued 
His teaching. He said, “I am the ‘Light of the World.’ 
He that follows Me walks not in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.” 

Speaking especially to those who believed in Him, the 
Saviour said, “If you hold fast to My word, you shall in- 
deed be My disciples. Moreover, you shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” 

“We are not slaves,” shouted the multitude. “What 
do you mean ? ” 

“Every one that commits a sin. is the slave of sin,” ex- 
plained the Saviour. “Amen, I say to you, if any man 
keep My word he shall not see death forever.” 

The Jews were now thoroughly angered ; so they said 
to Jesus, “Now we know that You have a devil. Abraham 
is dead, and the prophets are dead. Yet You just said, 
‘If any one keep My word he shall not taste death for- 
ever.’ Are You greater than our father Abraham and the 
prophets ? Whom do You make Yourself?” 

Jesus replied, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; 
it is My Father that glorifies Me. You say that He is your 
God. You have not known Him, but I know Him. Abra- 
ham, your father, rejoiced that he might see My day; he 
saw it and was glad.” 

“Why, you are not fifty years old,” said the Jews. “Have 
you seen Abraham ?” 
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“ Before Abraham was made, I am,” said Jesus. 

No sooner were these words uttered than the Jews pre- 
pared to stone Him, but He escaped from the Temple. 

§ 58. Jesus Gives Sight to a Blind Man 

In the time of our Lord, there lived in Jerusalem a man 
blind from his birth. The Jews thought that this afflic- 
tion was the result of some sinful act. 

One day, as Jesus and His disciples were gortig into the 
Temple, they noticed this blind man begging. To satisfy 
their curiosity one of the disciples said to the Saviour, 
“Who has sinned, this man or his parents, that he should 
be born blind ? ” 

Jesus answered them, “Neither this man nor his parents 
have sinned. He is thus afflicted that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him.” 

Accordingly the Saviour spat on the ground, made clay 
of the dust and the spittle, spread the clay on the eyes of the 
blind man, and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloe.” 

The blind man did as Jesus told him, and his eyes were 
opened. 

When the neighbors saw him they Wondered and said, 
“Is not this the man that sat and begged ?” 

Some said, “This is he.” 

Others remarked, “No, but he is like him.” 

To settle their doubts the man who had been miraculously 
cured said, “I am he who was blind from birth.” 

“How were your eyes opened ?” they asked. 

“The Man Who is called Jesus made clay, anointed my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloe, and wash.’ 
I went, I washed, I see.” 
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“ Where is this Man ?” they inquired. 

“I do not know,” he replied. 

The Jews then brought the man to the Pharisees. 

They asked him how he had received his sight. 

He said to them, “He put clay upon my eyes, I washed, 
and I see.” 

When the Jews learned that the Saviour had performed 
this miracle on the Sabbath, they said, “This Man is not 
of God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” 

Others said, “How can a sinner perform such miracles ?” 

To settle the matter they asked the man who had been 
cured, “What do you think of this Man Who has opened 
your eyes ?” 

“I say that He is a prophet.” 

The Pharisees were not yet satisfied. They did not wish 
to admit the miraculous power of Jesus. So they sent for 
the parents of the man and asked them, “Is this your 
son?” 

“Yes, this is our son,” they replied. 

“Was he born blind ?” inquired the Pharisees. 

“Yes, he was born blind,” responded the parents. 

“If he were born blind, how then does he now see ?” 

“We know not who has opened his eyes. Ask himself. 
He is of age.” 

The Pharisees again called the man who had been cured 
and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this 
Man Who cured you is a sinner.” 

“If He be a sinner I know not. One thing I know: 
that whereas I was blind I now see.” 

“What did He do to you?” they asked. “How did 
He open your eyes ?” 

“I have told you already, and you have heard what I 
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said. Why do you wish to hear it again ? Will you also 
become His disciples ?” 

“You can be His disciple; we are the disciples of Moses. 
We know that God spoke to Moses, but as to this Man, 
we know not whence He is.” 

“You know not whence He is, and He has opened my 
eyes! Unless He were from God, how could He do so?” 
said the man. 

“Do you, a man born in sin, presume to teach us?” 
asked the Pharisees. 

They were so angry that they cast him out of the Temple. 

Presently Jesus met the man whom He had cured, and 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of God ?” 

“Who is He, Lord, that I may believe ?” 

“I am He,” said Jesus. 

“I believe then in the Son of God.” 

Thereupon the man went on his knees and humbly adored 
Jesus. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What was the cause of the commotion in the Temple? 2. How 
did Jesus dispose of the sinful woman ? 3. Why did Jesus call Himself 

the “Light of the World” ? 4. What words said by the Saviour angered 

the Jews ? 5. Point out where Jesus speaks of His divine nature. 

6. What commandment is referred to in this narrative? 7. How did 
the Jews regard disease and corporal ailments? 8. Tell the story of 
the curing of the blind man. 9. What questions did the Jews ask him ? 
10. Why did they send for his parents? 11. What is the most re- 
markable sentence which the blind man uttered ? 12. How do you 

know that the cured man was converted ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Prepare a brief account of the pool of Siloe. 

II. From the foregoing narratives show what kind of people the Phar- 
isees were and their attitude toward Jesus. 
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III. Explain the wonderful wisdom of Jesus in dealing with the Pharisees 

who accused the woman. 

IV. Problem: “What special characteristics of Jesus are brought out 

in these narratives?” 

§ 59. The Good Shepherd 

It is well known that the people of Palestine in the time 
of our Lord raised large flocks of sheep. Men called shep- 
herds took care of them night and day. When darkness 
set in, the sheep were inclosed in a fold to protect them from 
wolves and robbers. 

Knowing that the Jews were well acquainted with the 
work of a shepherd, Jesus taught them a useful lesson by 
telling them the story of the “Good Shepherd.” He said : 

“He that enters the sheepfold not by the door but climbs 
over the wall is a thief and a robber. 

“He that enters in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The porter recognizes him; the sheep hear his 
voice ; he calls them by name ; and they follow him. But 
they do not follow a stranger, because they know not his 
voice.” 

The Jews did not understand this parable. So Jesus 
said, “I am the Door of the sheep. All others that come 
are thieves and robbers, and the sheep hear them not. I 
am the Door. If any one enter by Me, he shall be saved. 

“The thief comes to steal, to kill, and to destroy. I 
am come that they may have life, and have it more abun- 
dantly. 

“I am the Good Shepherd. The good shepherd gives 
his life for his sheep. But the hireling, when he sees the 
wolf coming, leaves the sheep without a protector so that 
the wolf comes and scatters them. 
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“I am the Good Shepherd. I know Mine, and Mine 
know Me ; and I lay down My life for My sheep. 

“There are other sheep which do not belong to this fold. 
Them also must I bring; they shall hear My voice, and 
there shall be but one fold and one shepherd.” 

These words of the Saviour caused dissension among 
the Jews. 

Some of them said, “Jesus has a devil, and is mad. Why 
do you listen to Him ?” 

Others asserted, “These are not the words of one who 
has a devil. Can the devil open the eyes of the blind ? ” 

§ 60. How Jesus Prayed 

During one of the missionary journeys of Jesus a disciple 
said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John the Bap- 
tist taught his followers.” 

Willingly the Saviour did so. He said, “When you 
pray, say, 

“ ‘Our Father Who art in heaven, 

“ ‘Hallowed be Thy name. 

“ ‘Thy kingdom come. 

“ ‘Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

“ ‘Give us this day our daily bread. 

“ ‘And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

“ ‘And lead us not into temptation ; 

“ ‘But deliver us from evil. Amen.’ ” 

Having shown them how to pray, the Redeemer taught 
them the necessity of persevering in prayer by the follow- 
ing parable : 

“Which of you shall go to your friend at midnight and 
shall say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a 
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friend of mine is visiting me and I have nothing to set be- 
fore him.’ 

“Suppose the man of the house shall say, ‘Trouble me 
not ; the door is now shut ; my children are asleep in this 
room ; I cannot rise and give you what you ask.’ 

“Notwithstanding this refusal, if the person continues 
to knock at the door, the man of the house will give him 
as many loaves as he needs, not because of friendship, 
but because of his perseverance in knocking. 

“I say to you, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.’ ” 

§ 61. Jesus Instructs the Apostles 

During the latter part of His public life, Jesus often 
took occasion to instruct His apostles. He desired to have 
them prepared to carry on the great work which He had 
begun. 

After telling them about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, 
He cautioned them against the vice of covetousness, and 
counseled them to beware of the cares of this world. This 
is how He treated the last subject : 

“Be not solicitous for your life, what you shall eat; or 
for your body, what you shall put on. The life is more 
than the food, and the body is more than the raiment. 

“Consider the ravens; they neither sow, nor reap, nor 
have they a storehouse or a barn. Yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are not you more valuable than 
they ? 

“Which of you by thinking can add to your stature one 
cubit ? If then you are not able to do the least thing, why 
are you solicitous for the rest ? 
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“For clothing, why are you solicitous ? 

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow. They 
labor not, neither do they spin. Yet I say to you that 
not even Solomon in all his glory was arrayed as one of 
these. 

“If God so clothe the grass of the field which to-day is 
here and to-morrow is cast into the oven, how much more 
you, O ye of little faith ? 

“ Be not solicitous therefore saying, < What shall we eat, 
what shall we drink, or wherewith shall we be clothed ? * 
For the nations of the world search after these things. 

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His justice, and all 
things shall be added unto you.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Why are children naturally interested in the life of a shepherd ? 
2. Tell the story of the “Good Shepherd.” 3. How did Jesus explain 
this narrative? 4. What was the cause of the dissension among the 
Jews? 5. Explain the different parts of the “Lord’s Prayer.” 6. How 
did Jesus teach the necessity of perseverance in prayer? 7. Why do 
we say the Pharisees were hypocrites? 8. How did Jesus caution the 
apostles against the vice of covetousness? 9. What did Jesus mean 
by “the kingdom of God and His justice”? 10. Explain the connec- 
tion between this lesson and the “Providence of God.” 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Collect all the illustrations of the “Good Shepherd” that you can 
find and bring them to the class for picture study. 

II. Write a short composition showing that Jesus was a lover of nature. 

III. Find out the different occasions on which the Lord’s prayer is used. 

IV. Problem: “Do the cares of the world lead more people to hell 

than the vice of drunkenness?” 
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§ 62 . Jesus Casts Out a Devil 

As the Redeemer was teaching in a synagogue one Sab- 
bath, there was present an old woman who had been 
troubled with an evil spirit for eighteen years. 

It is hard for us at the present time to realize all that 
such a woman must have suffered. 

The evil spirits exercised frequently a direct influence 
over the souls and bodies of certain persons. This in- 
fluence oftentimes went so far as to deprive the sufferer 
of his reason and power of will. In some cases it affected 
the person physically and produced certain diseases. 

When Jesus saw the possessed woman He must have 
perceived that she believed in His power and that she 
wished to be cured. For He said to her, “Woman, you 
are freed from the devil.” 

As the Messiah laid His hands upon her, she stood up 
straight and began to glorify God. 

What did the Jews say ? 

The ruler of the synagogue being very angry because the 
Lord had healed this woman on the Sabbath said, “There 
are six days whereon you ought to work. You should 
come to be healed on these days, but not on the Sabbath.” 

In answer to him, Jesus said, “Ye hypocrites, do not 
every one of you lead your cow and your donkey to water 
on the Sabbath ? Ought not this poor woman, who had 
been possessed by the devil for eighteen years, be freed from 
this terrible affliction on the Sabbath ?” 

This last remark caused the enemies of Jesus to be 
ashamed of themselves. 
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§ 63. The Jews Try To Stone Jesus 

One wintry day the Saviour walked into the Temple 
to celebrate the feast of the Dedication. 

When the leaders of the Jews saw Jesus, they went up 
to Him and said, “If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

The Redeemer answered, “ I speak to you and you believe 
Me not; the works that I do in the name of the Father 
give testimony of Me, but you do not believe because 
you are not My sheep. 

“My sheep hear My voice; I know them; they follow 
Me, and I give them life everlasting. Moreover, they shall 
not perish forever, and no man can snatch them from Me. 

“That which the Father has given Me is greater than all, 
and no one can snatch the sheep from the hand of My 
Father. I and the Father are one.” 

When the Saviour said that He and the Father are one, 
the anger of the Jews knew no bounds. They even took 
up stones to throw at Him. 

Jesus said to them, “Many good works have I shown 
you from My Father. For which of these do you stone 
Me?” 

“We do not stone You for any good work, but for blas- 
phemy; because You a man make Yourself God.” 

“You say I blaspheme because I said, ‘I am the Son of 
God.’ If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me 
not. But if I do the works of My Father, even though 
you do not believe Me, believe at least the works, that you 
may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in 
the Father.” 

The Jews could stand no more. They tried to arrest 
the Saviour, but failed in the attempt. 
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§ 64 . The Father and His Two Boys 

Our Blessed Lord was very fond of telling stories to 
teach some special doctrine, and He always used sub- 
jects that every one could understand. 

In the following story, which He related in Perea, He was 
speaking particularly to the Pharisees who had criticized 
Him for associating and eating with sinners. 

A certain man had two sons. The younger boy grew 
tired of his home. He wished to see the world. So he 
went to his kind father and asked him for the money which 
would be his when he became of age. 

The father did not like to see his son leaving home; 
and you may be sure he did everything in his power to 
prevent him. But it was all in vain. The boy was de- 
termined to go. 

Much against his will the father gave him the money. 

Accordingly the boy left his home and went into a dis- 
tant country where in a short time he spent all his money. 

It happened that a great famine occurred in that coun- 
try, so that the time came when the young man did not 
have enough to eat. 

Driven almost to desperation he secured employment 
tending swine on a farm. He was so hungry on more than 
one occasion that he felt like eating the husks on which the 
swine fed. 

One day as he was thinking of his hard lot, this thought 
occurred to him, “There are many servants in my father’s 
house who have plenty to eat, and here I perish from 
hunger. 

“I will go to my father and say to him, 4 Father, I have 
made a mistake. I have sinned against heaven and be- 
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fore you. I am not worthy to be called your son; treat 
me as one of the hired servants/ ” 

When the father saw his long-lost boy in the distance, 
he ran toward him, fell upon his neck, and kissed him. 

The son was so surprised at the welcome he received that 
he exclaimed, “ Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you. I am not worthy to be called your son.” 

The father paid no attention to what his boy said, but 
gave orders to the servants, “Get the best suit you have in 
the house for him, put a ring on his finger and shoes on his 
feet. Go you and kill the fatted calf so that we can eat 
and be merry, because my dear son who was dead is come 
to life again ; he was lost and is found.” 

The father’s orders were carried out to the letter, and 
there was an unusual feast. 

When the elder son heard the music and dancing, his 
curiosity was aroused. So he sent for one of the servants 
and asked, “What is the cause of the rejoicing?” 

The servant replied, “Your brother has returned, and 
your father is so delighted that he has killed the fatted 
calf.” 

Filled with anger and jealousy, he would not enter the 
house. The father coaxed him, but it was all in vain. 

At last the elder son said to his father, “Just think of it, 
father! I have served you faithfully for so many years; 
I have always done your bidding; and yet you have never 
given me as much as a kid to have a good time with my 
friends. But as soon as this boy who has lived a life of 
sin and brought disgrace on our family returned, you 
killed the fatted calf. It is not right.” 

The father replied, “Son, you are always with me; and 
all that I have is yours. But it was becoming that we 
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should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead 
and is come to life again ; he was lost and is found.” 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. How did possession by the devil affect people ? 2. Why did the 

Pharisees object to the curing of the old woman? 3. How did Jesus 
show them that they were hypocrites? 4. What leading question did 
the Jews ask Jesus? 5. Why did the Jews say that the Saviour blas- 
phemed ? 6. Give the story of the “Prodigal Son” in your own words. 

7. What caused the boy to come home ? 8. Why was the father glad 

to see him, and how did he show it? 9. What did the elder brother 
think about it? 10. Was he really jealous of his younger brother? 

II. What special lesson did Jesus wish to teach? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Be prepared to tell the class about the Jewish feast of the Dedi- 
cation. 

II. Get all the information you can about the province of Perea. 

III. Write the story of the “Prodigal Son,” applying it to a sinner. 

IV. Problem: “Is there any love stronger than that of a father or 

a mother?” 

§ 65. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 

You remember that Jesus on previous occasions visited 
the home of Mary and Martha at Bethany, a beautiful and 
secluded village about two miles southeast of Jerusalem. 

These two young women had a brother named Lazarus 
who was very sick. They sent word to Jesus who was 
preaching beyond the Jordan, saying, “Lord, our brother 
Lazarus is sick.” 

When the Saviour heard it, He said, “This sickness is 
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God may be glorified by it.” 
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Two days later, the Redeemer said to His disciples, “Let 
us go into Judea again.” 

“Why, Master, it is not long since the men of Judea 
tried to stone You. Are You going there again ?” 

Jesus replied, “Are there not twelve hours of the day r 
If a man walk in the day he stumbles not, because he sees 
the light of the world; but if he walk in the night, 
he stumbles, because the light is not in him. Moreover, 
Lazarus our friend is asleep. I go that I may awake him.” 

“Lord, if he is sleeping, he will get well,” said the dis- 
ciples. 

They thought that Jesus meant that Lazarus was rest- 
ing. On the contrary. He wished to tell them that he was 
in the sleep of death. 

He then told them very plainly, “Lazarus is dead; I 
am glad for your sake that I was not there when he died, 
because you will have a better reason to believe. Let us 
go at once to Bethany.” 

Thomas speaking to the disciples said, “Let us also go 
that we may die with Him.” 

When Jesus and His apostles reached Bethany, Lazarus 
had been dead for four days. 

Hearing that the Master was approaching, Martha ran 
toward Him and said, “Lord, if You had been here my 
brother would not have died. As it is, I know that God 
will give You whatever You ask Him.” 

“Your brother shall rise again,” said Jesus. 

“Yes, Lord ; I know he shall rise on the last day.” 

Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He 
that believes in Me, although he be dead, shall live; and 
every one that lives and believes in Me shall not die for- 
ever. Do you believe this ?” 
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“Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are Christ the 
Son of the living God Who is come into this world.” 

Martha then went to her sister and said, “The Master 
has come, and calls for you.” * 

When Mary approached Jesus, she said, “Lord, if You 
had been here, my brother Lazarus would not have died.” 

“Where have you laid him ?” asked Jesus. 

“Let us come and see,” they suggested. 

As the crowd went toward the burial place, the Saviour 
wept. 

“Behold how Jesus loved Lazarus !” said the Jews. 

“Could not He that opened the eyes of the man born 
blind have prevented Lazarus from dying?” said another 
Jew. 

Lazarus had been buried in a cave over which a large 
stone had been placed. 

When Jesus reached the spot, He said, “Take away 
the stone.” 

“You had better not do so,” said Martha. “After 
being four days in the grave the body must have a bad 
odor.” 

Jesus answered, “Did I not say to you that if you be- 
lieved you would see the glory of God ?” 

The stone was then removed. 

Jesus lifting up His eyes to heaven said, “Father, I give 
You thanks that You have heard Me. I know that You 
hear Me always ; but I have said this that the people who 
stand around here may believe that You have sent Me.” 

After this prayer to God the Father, the Saviour turned 
toward the sepulcher and said with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come forth.” 

Presently the dead man with his hands and feet bound 
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with winding bands and his face bound with a napkin came 
forth from the grave. 

Jesus said to the people, “ Loose him, and let him go.” 

Some of the Jews who had seen our Blessed Lord raise 
Lazarus from the dead believed in Him, and others went 
and told the Pharisees what He had done. 

The Pharisees thereupon called a council and placed this 
problem before the members, “Now that this Man per- 
forms many miracles, what shall we do ? If we let Him 
alone, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will 
come and take our place and nation.” 

Caiphas, the High Priest, said, “Do you not think it 
expedient that one Man should die for the people so that 
the whole nation may not perish ?” 

From that moment the Pharisees planned to put Jesus 
to death. 


§ 66. Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers 

One day as Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem, He 
passed through Samaria and Galilee. 

On entering a certain town in one of the most forsaken 
parts of the country, He heard a number of persons in the 
distance shouting, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 

This pitiable cry touched the heart of the Saviour. He 
naturally looked to see who was speaking to Him. Just 
then ten lepers appeared standing afar off. 

In answer to their appeal, He said to them, “Go show 
yourselves to the priests.” 

As they were doing what Jesus had told them, the lep- 
rosy left them. 

One of the ten prompted by a grateful heart went back 
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to the Saviour and thanked Him for the miracle which 
He had performed. Strange to say, this man was a Sa- 
maritan. 

When Jesus saw him and heard his words of thanks. 
He said to him, “Were there not ten made clean ? Where 
are the nine ? Is it possible that there is no one else found 
to give thanks to God but this Samaritan ?” 

Turning to the cured man who was on his knees, the 
Saviour said, “Arise, go your way, for your faith has made 
you whole.” 


§67. To Which Class Do You Belong? 

During the public life of Jesus the Pharisees tried in 
every way to counteract His works. 

The Saviour knew very well why they were opposed to 
Him. They pretended to be very religious, but at heart 
they were hypocrites. 

One day Jesus preached a sermon to some who trusted 
in themselves as just and despised others. This is what 
He said, “Two men went into the Temple to pray. One 
of them was a proud Pharisee and the other was a humble 
Publican. 

“The Pharisee standing with his eyes raised to heaven 
prayed thus, ‘O God, I give You thanks that I am not as 
wicked as the rest of men, and that I am not like this poor 
Publican here. I fast twice in the week. I give tithes 
of all I possess.’ 

“The Publican filled with humility, not even raising his 
eyes to heaven, striking his breast in a spirit of sorrow 
for his sins, said from his heart, ‘O God, be merciful to me 
a sinner.’ 
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“ I say to you, that the Publican’s prayer was more pleas- 
ing to God than the prayer of the Pharisee.” 


§ 68. Jesus Loves Little Children 

In olden times it was customary among the Jews to 
bring their children to the synagogue to receive the bless- 
ing of the priests. 

This beautiful custom existed in the time of our Lord 
as it does to-day. In fact Jesus helped to make it live 
among the people, as the following incident will show : 

On one occasion a number of mothers heard that Jesus 
was in the neighborhood. Their first thought was to have 
their children blessed by Him. 

All was bustle and excitement till the boys and girls were 
dressed in their prettiest garments and on their way to see 
the Master. 

The crowd about Jesus was growing larger and larger. 
The mothers heard the voice of the Master; and the chil- 
dren pushed their way among the grown people to get near 
Him. 

Thereupon the apostles told the mothers to take their 
children home. “Jesus is too tired,” they said. “He 
has not time to be bothered with infants.” 

Disappointment was now written on the faces of the 
parents. After bringing their little ones to the Lord, was 
He not going to bless them ? They could not believe it. 
Yet some of them prepared to go home. 

The action of the apostles in sending the children home 
displeased the Saviour very much. Addressing them He 
said, “ Suffer the children to come to Me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 
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“Amen, I say to you, whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, shall not enter into it.” 

The little children returned to Jesus. He embraced each 
one of them, and laying hands upon them blessed them. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Why did Mary and Martha send word to Jesus? 2. Why did 
the apostles try to persuade Jesus from going to Bethany? 3. What 
did Martha say when she saw the Lord ? 4. Tell what happened at 

the sepulcher. 5. What problem was placed before the council ? 
6. How did the High Priest solve it? 7. Tell the story of the “Ten 
Lepers.” 8. What lesson does the narrative teach ? 9. Relate the 

story of the “Pharisee and the Publican.” 10. Why did the apostles 
object to the presence of children ? 11. Show how Jesus regarded them. 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Find out the different persons whom Jesus raised from the dead. 

II. Bring to the class a short story on thankfulness or gratitude. 

III. On what other occasions did Jesus show His love for little children ? 

IV. Problem: “Are there any people in the world to-day who think 

and act like Pharisees?” 


§ 69. The Story of the Rich Young Man 

As our Blessed Lord was on one of His missionary jour- 
neys, a certain ruler of the synagogue knelt before Him and 
said, “Good Master, what shall I do that I may have life 
everlasting ?” 

Jesus replied, “Why do you call Me good ? There is 
no one good but God. If you desire to enter into life, keep 
the commandments.” 

“Which commandments ?” asked the ruler. 

“You know the commandments : 

“ ‘Thou shalt not kill ; 
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“ ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery; 

“ ‘Thou shalt not steal; 

“ ‘Thou shalt not bear false witness ; 

. “ ‘Honor thy father and thy mother; 

“ ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. ,,, 

“Master, all these things I have observed from my 
youth. What is yet wanting in me ?” 

“One thing is wanting in you. If you wish to be per- 
fect, go, sell what you have, and give it to the poor. Then 
come, and follow Me.” 

When the rich young man heard this, he went away sorrow- 
ful. He was not yet ready to give up all his possessions. 

Jesus thereupon speaking to the apostles said, “See how 
hard it is for those who love riches to enter the kingdom 
of God.” 

The apostles did not grasp the full meaning of His words. 
So He continued, “It is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the king- 
dom of heaven.” 

“Who then can be saved, Lord ?” asked the apostles. 

Jesus replied, “With men it is impossible, but not with 
God, for all things are possible to Him.” 

Peter said, “Behold, we have left all things, and have 
followed You; what therefore shall we have ?” 

The Saviour answered, “You who have followed Me 
in the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit on the 
seat of His majesty, you also shall sit on twelve seats judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel. 

“Every one who has left house, brothers, sisters, father, 
mother, wife, children, or lands, for My sake and for the 
Gospel, shall receive a hundredfold in this world, and in 
the world to come, life everlasting.” 
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§ 70. Jesus Speaks on a Sad Subject 

While the Saviour was on His way to Jerusalem, He 
took His apostles apart and said to them, “Behold, we go 
up to Jerusalem, and all things shall be accomplished which 
were written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man : 
He shall be betrayed to the Chief Priests, to the Scribes, 
and to the Ancients. They shall condemn Him to death 
and hand Him over to the Gentiles. They shall mock Him, 
spit upon Him, scourge Him, and crucify Him. On the 
third day after He is buried He shall rise again.” 

The apostles did not seem to understand the words that 
Jesus spoke to them. Perhaps they could not bear to 
think that He meant what He said. 

Presently the mother of James and John approached 
the Saviour. He said to her, “What do you wish ?” 

“Master, say that these my two sons may sit, the one 
on Your right hand and the other on Your left hand in 
Your kingdom. ,, 

Jesus replied, “You know not what you ask. Can you 
drink of the chalice that I shall drink, or be baptized with 
the baptism wherewith I am baptized ?” 

They answered, “We can.” 

“You shall indeed drink of the chalice that I drink of, 
and you shall be baptized with the baptism wherewith I 
am baptized. But to sit on My right or on My left is not 
Mine to give. God the Father attends to that.” 

The other ten apostles were indignant with James and 
John for what they had done. 

Jesus called the Twelve together and said to them, 
“You know that they who seem to rule over the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their princes have power over them. 
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But it is not so among you. Whosoever shall be greater 
shall be your servant. For the Son of Man is not come 
to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His life 
as a redemption for many.” 

§ 71. The Blind See 

As Jesus and His apostles were leaving the city of Jericho 
a large number of people followed. Some doubtless went 
from curiosity, while others wished to honor Him. 

On their way to the neighboring country the Saviour 
met two blind men sitting by the wayside. 

As the crowd was passing by, Bartimeus, one of the blind 
men, asked what it meant. 

When he heard that Jesus of Nazareth was going by, he 
began to shout, “0 Lord, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 
on us ! ” 

Some of the disciples told Bartimeus to hold his tongue. 
This had the effect of making him shout louder, “Son of 
David, have mercy on us ! ” 

Jesus heard the appeal, so He said to the apostles, “Call 
these two blind men to Me.” 

The apostles said to the blind men, “Be of good heart, 
arise, Jesus wishes to see both of you.” 

The blind men cast aside their garments, jumped to 
their feet, and hastened to the Saviour. 

As they approached, Jesus said to them, “What do you 
wish Me to do ?” 

“Lord, that our eyes may be opened.” 

The Messiah being filled with compassion touched the 
eyes of the blind men and said to them, “Go your way, 
your faith has made you whole.” 
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That very instant their sight was restored to them, and 
they followed Jesus. 

§ 72. What a Little Man Did 

In the time of our Lord, there lived in the city of Jericho 
a rich man named Zaccheus, the chief of the tax collectors. 

Like many of his countrymen he was deeply interested 
in the Saviour and was most anxious to see Him. 

On one occasion while Jesus and His disciples were walk- 
ing through that city, Zaccheus tried to catch a glimpse 
of the Master, but being very short he could not see over 
the heads of the crowd. 

What do you think he did ? 

He actually climbed up into a sycamore tree that was 
close by to get a good view of the Saviour. 

Jesus noticing the man on the tree and finding out why 
he was there said to him, “Zaccheus, make haste and come 
down, for to-day I must abide in your house.” 

Delighted with the invitation Zaccheus descended quickly 
and rushed toward Jesus, and told Him how pleased he 
would be to have a great Prophet in his house. 

Knowing what was going to take place, the Jews began 
to complain that Jesus was going to be the guest of a sinner. 

Without a moment’s delay Zaccheus said to Jesus, “Be- 
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. If I 
have wronged any man, I restore him fourfold.” 

Jesus said to him, “This day is salvation come to your 
house. For the Son of Man is come to save that which 
was lost.” 
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QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. What questions did the rich young man ask? 2. What caused 
him to be sorrowful ? 3. What lesson did Jesus draw from it? 4. How 

did the Saviour answer Peter’s question ? 5. Of what subject did 

Jesus speak, and what did He say ? 6. What did the mother of James 

and John want ? 7. Tell the story of the “Blind Bartimeus.” 8. What 

was the most striking characteristic of the blind men ? 9. Who was 

Zaccheus and what did he do ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Be prepared to tell the class what you know about the history of 
the Commandments of God. 

II. What was the special duty of the Chief Priests, the Scribes, and the 
Ancients ? 

III. See if you can find an instance in which Jesus performed a miracle 

for a person who had no faith. 

IV. Problem: “How do people know their vocation?” 


§ 73. Judas Shows His Love for Gold 

On the Saturday of Passion week, a large number of Jews 
were on their way to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of the 
Passover. 

When they reached the end of their journey they were 
anxious to get a glimpse of the great Prophet Who had 
performed such wonderful miracles during the past three 
years. 

Not seeing Him among the crowd, they said to one another, 
“Is it not strange that He has not come to the festival ?” 

The Chief Priests and the Pharisees gave orders that 
if any one knew where Jesus was, he was bound to tell 
them. 

It happened that the Saviour visited Bethany six days 
before the feast; and that He had supper in the house of 
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Simon the Leper. On this occasion Martha served the meal 
and Lazarus, her brother, was one of the party. 

While they were at supper, Mary took a pound of very 
costly ointment, anointed the feet of Jesus, and dried them 
with her flowing hair. 

When Judas, one of the Twelve, saw what she had done, 
he said, “ Why was this ointment wasted ? Could it not have 
been sold for three hundred pence and given to the poor?” 

These words were prompted not by love for the poor 
but by a miserly spirit. 

The disciples, too, complained and said, “Why has this 
costly ointment been wasted ? Why was it not sold for 
three hundred pence and given to the poor ? ” 

Jesus replied, “Why do you trouble this woman? She 
has done a good work to Me. For the poor you have al- 
ways with you, and, whenever you have a mind to, you 
can do them good, but Me you have not always. 

“In pouring on the ointment this woman has anointed 
My body for burial. 

“Amen, I say to you, wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached in the whole world, this deed shall be told for a 
memory of her.” 

When the Jews heard that the Saviour was at Bethany, 
many of them went there to see Him, as well as to meet 
Lazarus whom He had raised from the dead. 

§ 74. The First Palm Sunday 

The next day Jesus and His disciples left Bethany for 
Jerusalem. 

When the procession reached Mount Olivet, the Saviour 
sent two disciples into the city with these instructions, 
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“Go ye into the village that is over against you. There 
you shall find a donkey with a colt. Loose them and bring 
them to Me. If any man ask you why you do so, tell him 
that the Lord has need of them.” 

The two disciples did as they were ordered. 

When they began to loose the donkey and the colt, those 
in the neighborhood cried out, “Why do you loose these 
animals ? ” 

“Because the Lord has need of them,” they replied. 

The disciples then brought them to Jesus. When they 
had placed their garments on the donkey’s back they set 
the Saviour thereon. 

As the Messiah came toward Jerusalem some of the 
people threw their garments on the road as an expression 
of joy and gladness, and others cut down boughs from the 
trees and strewed them on the way. 

Why, think you, were the followers of Jesus happy and 
joyous on this occasion ? 

Many of them thought that the Master was going to 
Jerusalem to be proclaimed King of the Jews. This nat- 
urally filled them with gladness. 

When the procession was descending from Mount Olivet, 
the disciples gave vent to their pent-up joy by singing, 
“ Blessed is the King Who comes in the name of the Lord ! ” 

In addition, the people who went before as well as those 
who followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David. 
Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

Learning that the Saviour was on His way to Jerusalem, 
many people who were in the city got palm branches and 
went to meet Him. 

When they came near the procession a thrilling shout of 
joy rent the air. 
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One of the Pharisees then said to Jesus, “Master, re- 
buke your disciples. They shout too much/’ 

The Saviour answered, “I tell you that if these disciples 
should hold their peace, the stones of the streets would cry 
out.” 

On and on the joyous procession went toward Jerusalem. 

When it entered the Holy City great indeed was the ex- 
citement. The Pharisees were filled with envy. 

Some of the strangers in Jerusalem began to inquire, 
“Who is this majestic Person riding on the donkey ?” 

“This is Jesus the Prophet from Nazareth of Galilee,” 
replied His disciples. 

As soon as the Messiah entered the Temple, He cured 
the blind and the lame that were brought to Him. 

When the Scribes and the Pharisees saw the wonderful 
things He did, and when they heard the children singing 
His praises, they were filled with indignation, and they said 
one to another, “Do you hear what they are saying ?” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read that out of 
the mouths of infants comes perfect praise ?” 

Then the Saviour and His disciples quietly left the city 
and returned to Bethany. 

§ 75. Jesus Again Expels the Traders 

The next day, Monday of Holy Week, Jesus and His 
apostles came to Jerusalem and went at once to the 
Temple. 

Two years before, the Saviour had driven the buyers 
and the sellers from this sacred building. He thought 
that the lesson He had given them would last for the rest 
of their lives. 
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On the present occasion as He entered the Temple He 
was brought face to face with a worse condition of things. 
The buyers and the sellers were making a public market 
of God’s house. Jesus could not tolerate it, so He again 
cast them from the Temple. 

He then instructed the people on the sacredness of the 
Temple. He said to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house 
shall be called the house of prayer to all nations ? But 
you have made it a den of thieves.’ ” 

The Jews admitted that the Temple, God’s house, was a 
house of prayer. But they denied most vigorously that 
they had made it a den of thieves. Such a charge roused 
them to the highest pitch of anger. 

§ 76. The Pharisees Try To Harass Jesus 

The Saviour and His apostles returned to Jerusalem on 
Tuesday morning. 

In the meantime, the Chief Priests, the Scribes, and the 
Ancients had met and had planned to put Jesus to death. 

As soon as our Lord began to teach the people in the 
Temple, they pushed their way through the crowd, came 
to Him, and asked, “What right have You to come here 
and instruct the people ? Who gave You authority ?” 

Turning to them, Jesus said, “I will also ask you a ques- 
tion. If you answer it, I will answer yours. 

“Tell Me,” said Jesus, “was the Baptism of John from 
heaven or from man ?” 

Before replying the Jews held a consultation and said, 
“If we shall say from heaven, He will say to us, ‘Why 
then did you not believe him?’ But if we shall say that 
the Baptism of John came from men, we are afraid of the 
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multitude. The whole people will stone us, for all men 
regard John as a true prophet.” 

So they said to Jesus, “We know not.” 

He said to them, “Neither shall I tell you by what au- 
thority I do these things.” 

During the remainder of that day Jesus spoke to the 
Scribes and the Pharisees. He gave them an insight into 
the foolish lives they were leading. He told them in the 
plainest language that they were hypocrites, — men who 
said one thing and did another; men who pretended to be 
holy but were far from it. He told them that they were 
proud, arrogant, and blind. He showed them that He 
had performed many miracles to prove that He was the 
Son of God, but that they in the conceit and the hardness 
of their hearts would not believe in Him. 

That evening as He was leaving the Temple, He stopped 
for a minute or two to watch the people put their offering 
into the treasury box. 

Many rich persons went by and cast in large amounts. 
This was to be expected. There was nothing extraordi- 
nary about their contributions. 

A poor widow next appeared and she put in two mites. 

When Jesus noticed her generosity, He called His dis- 
ciples together and said to them, “Amen, I say to you, this 
poor widow has cast in more than all the others.” 

The disciples failed to grasp the meaning of His words, 
so the Saviour said, “For the rich have given of their abun- 
dance, but she has given her last mite.” 
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§ 77. The Last Judgment 

Every now and then we read in the papers that the end of 
the world is coming on a certain date. In the course of 
time that day passes and everybody lives on as before. 

The disciples of Jesus, too, were doubtless interested in 
this matter. At all events, while they were on the Mount 
of Olives, He gave them a picture of the Last Judgment. 

This is what He said, “When the Son of Man shall come 
in His majesty and all the angels with Him, the nations of 
the earth shall be gathered together before Him. He shall 
separate them one from another as the shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. 

“He shall set the sheep on His right hand, and the goats 
on His left. 

“To those on His right He shall say, ‘Come, ye blessed 
of My Father, possess the kingdom prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world.’ 

“He shall say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, 
ye cursed, into the everlasting fire which was prepared for 
the devil and his angels ! ’ 

“The latter will go into everlasting punishment, while 
the former will be rewarded with the happiness of heaven.” 

Where shall each of us go ? 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Why did Jesus come to Jerusalem? 2. What happened at the 
house of Simon the leper ? 3. Tell how Judas showed his love for gold. 

4. Describe the procession from Bethany to Jerusalem. 5. Why were 
the Pharisees excited ? 6. What happened on Monday of Holy Week ? 

7. Tell how the Pharisees tried to harass Jesus. 8. What advice did 
He give them on that occasion? 9. Tell the story of the “Widow’s 
Mite.” 10. What lesson does it teach us? 11. How did Jesus tell 
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His disciples about the Last Judgment? 12. What thoughts does this 
narrative bring to mind ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Draw a map of the city of Jerusalem, giving the location of the 
places of interest, such as the Temple. 

II. Tell how the Church commemorates the triumphal entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem. 

III. Be prepared to tell the class why the Pharisees were so anxious to 

put Jesus to death. 

IV. Problem: “Did the Twelve Apostles believe that Jesus was to be 

crucified ? ” 


Digitized by C^ooQle 



THE PASSION AND DEATH OF JESUS 
XIV 

§ 78. Judas Falls 

Very early on Wednesday morning of Holy Week, Jesus 
said to His apostles, “You know that after two days shall 
be the Passover, and the Son of Man shall be delivered up 
to be crucified.” 

Think of the sensation this announcement must have 
made ! The great Prophet that they wished to make their 
King was to be crucified ! This was too much for the 
disciples. They did not want to believe it. 

In the meantime, the Chief Priests, the Scribes, and the 
Ancients assembled in the house of the High Priest, Caiphas, 
to decide how Jesus should be arrested and put to death. 

“We cannot kill Him on the festival day,” they said ; 
“the multitude would not tolerate it.” 

Just then Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared on the 
scene. Impelled by Satan, he went to the Chief Priests 
and said to them, “What will you give me, if I deliver 
Jesus into your hands ?” 

“Thirty pieces of silver,” they replied. 

That seemed a large amount of money to Judas. So 
he said to them, “Very well, it is a bargain.” 

From that moment the traitor Judas planned to betray 
His Lord and Master. 

It is difficult to imagine how any disciple could act thus 
toward our dear Lord. 

135 


Digitized by 


Google 



136 


THE STORY EVER NEW 


§ 79. The Saviour’s Last Supper 

On the morning of Holy Thursday, Jesus said to Peter 
and John, “Go and prepare the Pasch that we may eat.” 

The two apostles asked Him, “Where shall we go to pre- 
pare it ?” 

“Go ye into the city,” replied Jesus. “On the way 
you will meet a man carrying a pitcher of water. Follow 
him into his house and say to him, ‘Jesus wishes me to tell 
you that the time of His death is near at hand, and that 
He and His disciples will keep the Pasch at your house. 
When this man shows you the guest chamber, make prep- 
aration there for the feast.’ ” 

Peter and John did as they were told. 

That evening the Saviour and the Twelve Apostles sat 
down to the Last Supper. 

Before partaking of it, Jesus said, “I have desired most 
earnestly to eat this Pasch with you before I suffer. For I 
say to you that from this time I will not eat till it be ful- 
filled in the kingdom of God.” 

Like all men and women, some of the apostles were 
anxious to know who would occupy the places of honor 
in the kingdom of God. 

Jesus settled the matter once and for all by telling them, 
“He that is greatest among you, let him be as the least; 
he that is the leader, let him serve.” 

Immediately after this, Jesus arose from His reclining 
position, laid aside His outer garments, tied a towel around 
His waist, poured water into a basin, and began to wash 
the feet of His disciples. 

When the Saviour came to wash Peter’s feet, the latter ex- 
claimed, “Surely, Lord, You are not going to wash my feet !” 
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Jesus said to him, “What I do, you know not now, but 
you shall know hereafter.” 

“You shall never wash my feet,” said Peter. 

“If I do not wash your feet,” said Jesus, “you shall 
have no part with Me.” 

“If that be so, wash not only my feet, but my hands 
and my head.” 

After the Redeemer had washed the feet of all the 
apostles, He said to them, “Do you understand the mean- 
ing of what I have done for you ? You call Me Master 
and Lord; you do well, because I am both. If I have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have given you an example, that as I have 
done, so do you also.” 

After this, the supper was begun. Jesus however looked 
troubled. He told them, “One of you who eats with Me 
will betray Me.” 

The apostles were astounded. “One of us is to betray 
the Master ! Who can it be ?” 

Anxious to learn who the traitor was, each apostle asked 
Jesus, “Is it I, Lord?” 

“One of the Twelve who dips his hand in the dish with 
Me shall betray Me. The Son of Man goes indeed, as it 
is written ; but woe to him by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed. It were better for that man if he had never 
been born.” 

“Lord, who is it ?” inquired John. 

“The one to whom I give this dipped bread,” replied 
Jesus. 

The Saviour thereupon passed the bread to Judas. 

Every eye was now turned on the traitor. 

With a guilty heart Judas asked, “Is it I, Master?” 
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“You have said it,” replied Jesus. 

A quietness and a sadness came over the gathering. The 
Saviour speaking to Judas said, “What you are about to 
do, do it quickly.” 

Rising from the table Judas went at once to betray His 
Master. 

While the other apostles were reclining at supper, Jesus 
took bread in His sacred hands, blessed it, broke it, and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take ye and eat ; this is My body 
which is given you. Do this for a commemoration of Me.” 

In like manner, taking the chalice, Jesus offered thanks 
to God, and gave it to the apostles, saying, “Drink ye all 
of this ; for this is My blood of the New Testament which 
shall be shed for you and for many unto the remission of 
sins. As often as you shall drink of this chalice, do it for 
the commemoration of Me.” 

Jesus thus instituted the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist. 

Immediately afterward He said to the apostles, “Little 
children, I am with you for a short time only. But the 
hour comes when you shall seek Me; and, as I said to the 
Jews, whither I go, you cannot come. 

“Nevertheless, I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. By this shall all 
men know that you are My disciples.” 

“Lord, where are You going ?” asked Peter. 

Jesus replied, “Where I am going you cannot follow Me 
now, but later you shall follow Me.” 

“Why cannot I follow You now, Lord? I am willing 
to lay down my life for You,” said Peter. 

“Will you lay down your life for Me ? Peter, Peter, 
behold, Satan has desired to have you, but I have prayed 
for you that your faith fail not.” 
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“Lord, I am ready to go with You to prison and to 
death,” exclaimed Peter. 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, Peter, before the cock crows 
this day you will thrice deny that you know Me.” 

§ 80. The Farewell Address of Jesus 

As the hours flew by, Jesus knew that the time of His 
Passion and Death was drawing near. 

In His own loving way, He said to His apostles, “Let 
not your heart be troubled. You believe in God; believe 
also in Me. 

“In My Father’s house there are many mansions. If 
not, I would have told you; because I go to prepare a 
place for you. If I shall go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and take you to Myself ; that where I am 
you also may be, Whither I go, you know; and the way, 
you know.” 

Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, we know not where You 
are going. How then can we know the way ?” 

Jesus answered, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. No man comes to the Father except by Me. If 
you had known Me, you would surely have known My 
Father also.” 

Philip then said, “Lord, show us the Father; that is 
enough for us.” 

“Is it possible, Philip, that I have been with you all this 
time, and you have not known Me ? He that sees Me, 
sees the Father also. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father ?’ Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and 
that the Father is in Me ?” 

After explaining again that He was not only a messenger 
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from God, but the divine Son of God, the Saviour con- 
tinued, “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 

“I will ask the Father, and He shall give you another 
Paraclete that He may abide with you forever.” 

Thaddeus asked, “Lord, how is it that You will mani- 
fest Yourself to us, and not to the world ?” 

Jesus said to him, “If any one love Me, he will keep 
My word, and My Father will love him, but he that loves 
Me not, keeps not My word. 

“But the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father 
•will send in My name He will teach you all things, and 
bring to your mind all things whatsoever I shall have said 
to you. 

“I have told you all things that when they come to pass 
you may believe. Arise, let us go from here.” 

As Jesus and His disciples went toward the Mount of 
Olives, He continued His instruction, saying, “This is My 
commandment : that you love one another as I have loved 
you. Greater love than this no man has, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. 

“You are My friends if you do the things that I have 
commanded you. I will not call you servants, for the 
servant knows not what the master does. But I have 
called you friends; because all things whatsoever I have 
heard from the Father I have made known to you. 

“You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and 
have appointed you to go and to bring forth fruit, and 
your fruit shall remain; that whatsoever you ask the 
Father in My name, He will give it to you.” 

After telling them many other things, Jesus said, “All 
you shall be scandalized in Me this night ; for it is written, 
‘I will strike the shepherd and the sheep shall be dispersed/ 
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But after I shall be risen again, I will go before you into 
Galilee.” 

Peter exclaimed, “Though all men be scandalized in You, 
I will never be scandalized in You.” 

“Amen, I say to you, Peter, before the cock crows twice 
this day you will deny Me three times.” 

Peter still protested, “Although I should die with You, 
I will not deny You.” 

The other apostles made the same protestation. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. Tell what took place on the Wednesday of Holy Week. 2. What 
do you suppose prompted Judas to betray the Lord ? 3. Where and by 

whom was the Pasch prepared ? 4. Why did Jesus wash the feet of 

the apostles ? 5. On this occasion why was the Master sad ? 6. How 

was the traitor found out ? 7. What words were used by Jesus at the 

Institution of the Holy Eucharist ? 8. Relate the conversation between 

Peter and the Saviour. 9. Of what things did Jesus speak in His fare- 
well address ? 10. What was the purpose of the Paraclete whom Jesus 

said He would send ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Be prepared to tell the class what the Church teaches regarding 
the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist. 

II. Compare the account given here of Holy Thursday with that found 
in the Holy Week Book. 

III. Select four of the most important doctrines in these narratives. 

IV. Problem: “Did the apostles as yet realize fully Who the Saviour 

was?” 


§ 81. The Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane 

After the Last Supper, Jesus and His disciples went to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. There the Saviour said to those who 
accompanied Him, “Sit you here till I go yonder and pray.” 
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Taking with Him Peter, James, and John, Jesus went 
forward a short distance, and said to them, “My soul is 
sorrowful even unto death. Stay you here, and watch 
with Me. Pray that you enter not into temptation.” 

The Master then walked on a little farther, fell on His 
knees, and prayed, “O My Father, if it be possible, let this 
chalice pass from Me. Nevertheless, not My will but 
Your will be done / 5 

Almost at the beginning of the agony, an angel from 
heaven came to give Jesus strength. 

Again the Redeemer prayed, “Father, all things are 
possible to You; take away this chalice from Me; but not 
what I will but what You will.” 

The agony of the Saviour became so intense that a sweat 
of blood poured from His Sacred Body. 

On returning to the three disciples and finding them 
fast asleep, Jesus said to them, “Why sleep you? Arise, 
and pray lest you enter into temptation.” 

To Peter, He said, “Simon Peter, are you asleep ? Could 
you not watch one hour with Me ? Watch and pray that 
you enter not into temptation. The spirit is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.” 

Jesus went the second time to pray. He said, “O My 
Father, if this chalice cannot pass away, except I drink it, 
Thy will be done.” 

Who can fully realize what the Saviour suffered during 
these awful moments ? 

He returned to Peter, James, and John, and found them 
fast asleep. This must have been a great disappointment 
to Him. 

Saddened by the selfishness of His disciples, the Re- 
deemer went the third time and prayed as before. 


Digitized by C^ooQle 



144 


THE STORY EVER NEW 


He then came back to the apostles and said to them, 
“ Sleep ye now, and take your rest. 

“It is enough. Behold the hour is come when the Son 
of Man shall be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise 
up, let us go. Behold, he that will betray Me is at hand.” 

§ 82. The Kiss of Judas 

While Jesus was speaking to Peter, James, and John, 
the traitor Judas came, accompanied by a great multitude 
with swords and clubs. 

Judas, the leader of the crowd, had already told them 
that he would kiss the One to be arrested. 

Coolly and calmly the traitor went toward Jesus and 
said to Him, “Hail, Rabbi.” 

He then reached forward and kissed his Lord and Master. 

Jesus said to him, “Why, Judas, what brings you here ? 
Do you betray the Son of Man with a kiss ?” 

Judas made no reply. 

Jesus stepped toward the crowd and said, “For whom 
are you looking ?” 

“Jesus of Nazareth.” 

“I am Jesus of Nazareth.” 

The crowd went backward and fell to the ground. 

Jesus again asked them, “For whom are you looking ?” 

“We are looking for Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. 

“I have already told you that I am He,” said the Mes- 
siah. “ If you seek Me, let these apostles go their way.” 

They then laid hands on the Saviour. 

“Lord, shall we defend You ?” asked the apostles. 

Without waiting for an answer, Peter drew his sword 
and cut off the ear of the servant of the High Priest. 
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Jesus said to Peter, “Put up your sword. For all that 
take the sword shall perish by the sword. Do you not 
know that I could ask the Father for aid and He would send 
Me more than twelve legions of angels ?” 

The Saviour touched the ear that was cut off and healed it. 

He then spoke to the multitude, “You have come here 
with swords and clubs to arrest Me as if I were a robber. 
When I was daily with you in the Temple, why did you not 
lay hands on Me ? But this is your hour and the hour of 
darkness.” 

The Jews bound Jesus and led Him to the house of the 
High Priest. 

Think of the Saviour of the world being treated in this 
cruel and barbarous manner ! Does it not show the dia- 
bolical hatred of the Pharisees ? 

§ 83. Jesus before Annas 

Our holy Redeemer was first taken before Annas, the 
father-in-law of the High Priest Caiphas. 

Peter and another of the disciples followed the sad pro- 
cession in the distance, and finally entered the court to warm 
themselves at the fire and to see what was going to happen 
to their Master. 

When the woman who allowed Peter to enter saw him 
warming his hands, she said to him, “You also were with 
Jesus of Nazareth. Are you not one of His disciples ?” 

What did impulsive Peter say ? Did he admit it ? Ah, 
no; the fear of death caused him to deny his Master. 
This is what he said to the portress, “Woman, I am not a 
disciple of Jesus. I know Him not. I do not understand 
what you say.” 
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As weak, timid Peter left the court, the cock crew. 

The High Priest then asked Jesus about His disciples 
and His doctrine. 

The Saviour answered, “I have spoken openly to the 
world in the synagogue and in the Temple where the Jews 
meet. Why then do you ask Me about My doctrine ? 
Why not ask them who have heard what I said ? ” 

One of the officers of the High Priest, who was standing 
by, struck Jesus saying, “Is that the way to answer the 
High Priest ? ” 

The Redeemer replied, “If I have spoken ill, tell Me 
what I have said ; but if I have spoken well, why did you 
strike Me ?” 

§ 84. Jesus before Caiphas 

The highest court of the Jews was called the Sanhedrin. 
To this tribunal, over which Caiphas presided, the Saviour 
was sent by Annas. 

As soon as He was brought into the courtroom, the Chief 
Priests and the Council sought false witnesses to swear 
away His life. 

After several had been examined, two other witnesses 
took the stand and said, “We have heard Jesus say, ‘I 
am able to destroy this temple of God made with hands ; and 
within three days I will build another not made with 
hands.’ ” 

The High Priest asked Jesus, “Have You nothing to say 
to the charges that are brought against You ?” 

The Saviour did not answer. 

Caiphas again said, “I adjure You by the living God, 
that You tell us if You are the Christ the Son of God.” 

The Saviour replied, “I am. Nevertheless, I say to you. 
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hereafter you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right _ 
hand of the Son of God and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 

This was more than the High Priest could bear. In a 
fit of rage, he tore his garments and said, “Jesus has blas- 
phemed. What further need have we of witnesses ? What 
think you ?” 

“He is guilty of death,” they shouted. 

Peter who had been listening to the trial started to leave 
the court. As he did so, one of the Jewish women said, 
“This man also was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Peter however denied with an oath, “I know not the 
man.” 

An hour later somebody said to him, “Surely this man 
was with Jesus, for he also is a Galilean.” 

“Yes,” said another Jew, “you also are one of them, 
for your speech betrays you.” 

One of the mob who went to arrest Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane said, “Did I not see you in the Garden 
with Jesus ?” 

Peter again denied and said, “Man, I know not what 
you say. I know not this Man of Whom you speak.” 

Just then the cock crew. 

Jesus cast a look of pity on Peter. 

That look of disappointment pierced the apostle’s heart 
so deeply that he went out and wept bitterly. 

The crowd thereupon began to spit upon Jesus and 
buffet Him. 

Those that held Him struck Him on the face and mocked 
Him. 

Others having blindfolded Him struck Him with the 
palms of their hands and said, “Prophesy unto us, O Christ, 
who is he that struck You ?” 
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§ 85. Jesus before the Sanhedrin 

According to the Roman law it was forbidden to con- 
demn a man before dawn. This is the reason why the Re- 
deemer was not brought at once before the Sanhedrin, when 
Caiphas and his advisers decided that He was guilty of 
death. 

Accordingly, on Friday morning, as soon as it was day, 
Jesus was taken to the supreme court of the Jews. 

The judges said to Him, “If you are Christ, tell us.” 

“If I shall tell you, you will not believe Me. If I shall 
question you, you will not answer Me, nor let Me go. Here- 
after, the Son of Man shall be sitting on the right hand of 
God.” 

“Are You the Son of God ?” they asked. 

“You say that I am,” responded Jesus. 

“What need we any further testimony? We ourselves 
have heard it from His own lips.” 

Jesus was then bound and led before Pilate. 

When the traitor Judas learned that the Master was 
condemned to death, he took back the thirty pieces of 
silver to the Chief Priests and said to them, “I have sinned 
in betraying innocent blood.” 

“What is that to us ? That is your business.” 

Thereupon Judas left the Temple, and hanged himself 
with a halter. 

The Chief Priests, gathering up the pieces of silver, said, 
“It is not lawful to put these in the till, because this money 
is the price of blood.” So they bought with it the Potter’s 
Field as a burial place for strangers. 
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§ 86. Jesus before Pilate 

When Jesus was brought to the Governor’s Hall, Pilate 
went to the Jews and asked, “What charge do you bring 
against this man ?” 

They replied, “If He were not a malefactor, we would 
not have delivered Him up to you.” 

“Take Him and judge Him according to your law,” 
shouted Pilate. 

“It is not lawful for us to put any man to death,” ex- 
claimed the Jews. “We have found this Man pervert- 
ing our nation, forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, 
and saying that He is Christ the King.” 

“Are You the King of the Jews ?” asked Pilate. 

“Do you say this thing, or have others told you about 
Me ?” asked Jesus. 

“Ami a Jew?” asked Pilate. “Your nation and the Chief 
Priests have brought You to me. What have You done ?” 

“My kingdom is not of this world,” said Jesus. 

“Are You a king ?” asked Pilate. 

“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, that I should give testimony 
to the truth.” 

Pilate said to the Jews, “I find no cause for condemna- 
tion in this Man.” 

The Jews accordingly began to accuse Jesus, but He 
answered not a word. . 

“Have You nothing to say regarding the charges they 
bring against You ?” asked Pilate. 

The Saviour did not reply. 

The Jews then accused Him of stirring up the people 
from Galilee to Jerusalem. 
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“Is He a Galilean ?” asked Pilate. 

When the Governor found that Jesus was a Galilean, 
he sent Him to Herod who was the ruler in Galilee. 

Herod had already heard of Jesus and the wonderful 
miracles He had performed. He was therefore pleased to 
have the opportunity to see Him and to ask Him some 
questions. But he failed to get any information from 
Him. 

The Jews then tried to make Jesus talk by accusing Him 
of many misdeeds. 

This attempt however failed. 

The silence of Jesus angered Herod so much that he and 
his soldiers despised and mocked the Messiah and sent Him 
back to Pilate wearing a white garment. 

What did Pilate do when Jesus was again brought to 
him ? 

He said to the Chief Priests, “You brought this Man 
to me as One Who perverts the people, but I found that 
He was not guilty. I sent Him to Herod, but nothing 
worthy of death was done to Him. I will chastise Him 
therefore and set Him free.” 

This did not please the Jews. 

Pilate then thought of the custom of releasing a prisoner 
whom the people desired, on the solemn day of the Pass- 
over. 

There was at this time a notorious criminal named 
Barrabas in prison. 

“Surely,” said Pilate, “the Jews will ask for the release 
of Jesus rather than Barrabas.” So he said to the crowd, 
“You have a custom that I should set free a prisoner dur- 
ing the Passover. Do you wish me to release Barrabas 
or Jesus ?” 
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Presently a messenger rushed toward Pilate with a note 
from his wife which read, “Have nothing to do with that 
just Man. For I have suffered many things in a dream 
on His account. ” 

Once more Pilate asked, “Which of the two, Barrabas 
or Jesus, do you wish me to set free ?” 

The crowd cried out, “Away with Jesus. Set Bar- 
rabas free.” 

“What shall I do with Jesus ?” he inquired. 

“Crucify Him ! Crucify Him !” they shouted. 

“What evil has He done? I find He is not guilty. I 
will chastise Him and let Him go.” 

The multitude insisted, however, that the Saviour be 
crucified. 

So long as the Jews were bound to put Jesus to death, 
Pilate said to them, “I am innocent of the blood of this 
just Man. Look you to it.” 

“His blood be upon us and upon our children,” shouted 
the people. 

Barrabas was then set free, and Jesus was scourged at 
the pillar. 


§ 87. Jesus Is Condemned to Death 

After the cruel scourging at the pillar, Jesus was led 
into the court of the palace. Here He was stripped of His 
clothing, a purple cloak put about Him, a crown of thorns 
placed upon His head, and a reed in His right hand. 

In this outlandish costume He was put in a position where 
all the people could see Him. 

Some went on their knees and in mockery pretended to 
worship Him. 
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Others cried out, “Hail, King of the Jews !” 

Others spit on Him, and taking the reed struck Him on 
the head. 

After our dear Lord had endured these tortures, Pilate 
once more appealed to the multitude in these words, “Be- 
hold I bring Him forth to you, that you may know that I 
find no cause of death in Him.” 

As soon as Jesus appeared again, Pilate said to the people, 
“Behold the Man.” 

“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” shouted the Chief 
Priests. 

“I will not crucify Him, for I find no cause in Him, but 
you Jews can crucify Him if you wish.” 

The Jews said, “We have a law, and according to that law 
He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.” 

Pilate again entered the hall, and said to Jesus, “Where 
do You come from ?” 

The Saviour did not answer. 

Pilate asked, “Why do You not speak to me? Do You 
not know that I have the power to crucify You as well as 
to set You free ?” 

Jesus replied, “You should not have any power against 
Me, unless it were given from above.” 

From this time forth Pilate tried in every way to free the 
Saviour. 

When the Jews realized what he wished to do, they said, 
“If you release this Man you are not Caesar’s friend, for 
whoever makes himself a King speaks against Caesar.” 

This threat frightened Pilate. When the Saviour was 
brought forth he said to them, “Behold your King.” 

“Away with Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him!” 
they shouted. 
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“ Shall I crucify your King?” asked Pilate. 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the Jews replied. 

Pilate thereupon handed Jesus over to the Jews. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. Locate the Garden of Gethsemane. 2. Tell the story of our Lord’s 
agony therein. 3. Give an account of the arrest of Jesus. 4. What 
happened when Jesus was taken before Annas ? 5. What do you think 

of the action of Peter? 6. What is your opinion of the trial before 
Caiphas and the Sanhedrin? 7. Has your opinion of Peter changed 
very much ? 8. Why was Jesus not condemned to death at the first 

meeting of the Sanhedrin? 9. Tell what took place at the second 
meeting. 10. What did Judas do when Jesus was condemned to death ? 

II. What do you think of the way that Pilate treated Jesus ? 12. Why 

did he send Him to Herod ? 13. What action did Herod take ? 14. Re- 

late the plan which Pilate had to release Jesus. 15. Before being con- 
demned to death, how was the Saviour ill treated ? 16. Do you think 

that the Jews frightened Pilate? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Write a short account of the “Scourging at the Pillar/' 

. II. Be prepared to tell the class why Judas betrayed his Master. 

III. Show that Caiphas was prepared to condemn Jesus by fair or 

false means. 

IV. Problem: “Who was the most courageous of the apostles?” 

§ 88. Jesus Carries the Cross 

Once the Jews were in possession of Jesus, the purple 
garments were removed and His own clothes returned 
to Him. 

In our time, when a man is condemned to death, he is 
placed in a special cell and is given plenty of food. More- 
over, no one is allowed to do him bodily harm. 

How differently the Jews treated our Blessed Lord ! 
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The soldiers and their friends were allowed to heap all 
sorts of insults on Him. They mocked Him, they struck 
Him, and they even spit upon Him. 

When the heavy cross had been placed upon His wounded 
and bleeding shoulders, the sad journey to Calvary began. 

Through the narrow streets of Jerusalem trudged the 
Saviour and the two robbers, each bearing a large cross. 
You may be sure that none of them received any help from 
the Roman soldiers or the Jewish mob that followed. 

As they went along to the place of execution, Jesus fell 
exhausted to the ground. 

Just then Simon of Cyrene happened to come along. 
The soldiers forced him to help Jesus to carry the cross. 

In the multitude that followed the sad procession were a 
few friends of the Saviour. 

When they saw their Lord and Master in such a pitiable 
condition they wept. 

On hearing their lamentations, Jesus turned to them with 
eyes of pity, and said, “Weep not for Me, daughters of 
Jerusalem, but weep for yourselves and for your children.” . 

§ 89. Jesus Dies on the Cross 

At last the painful and tragic journey to Calvary was 
ended. Eagerly the curious and hateful crowd gathered 
round the spot where the crucifixion was to take place. 

Someone offered Jesus wine mixed with myrrh to deaden 
the pain. But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. 

The cross was laid on the ground. The Redeemer of the 
world, bereft of clothing, was ordered to lie thereon, so that 
the Roman soldiers might drive the huge nails into His 
hands and feet. 
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Thus bound to the cross, the long-promised Messiah was 
raised aloft with a robber on either side. 

What were the Saviour’s thoughts at that moment ? 

He prayed for His enemies in these remarkable words, 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

Pilate had the following inscription placed on the cross : 
“This is Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 

The Chief Priests objected to these words, but Pilate 
would not change them. 

While Jesus was suffering on the cross, the Jews that 
passed by shook their heads at Him in mockery and said, 
“You that said You could destroy the Temple of God 
and in three days build it up again, save Yourself now. 
If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 

The Chief Priests said, “He saved others, Himself He 
cannot save. If He be Christ, the Chosen of God, let 
Him come down from the cross that we may see and believe 
Him.” 

Even the Roman soldiers mocked Him by offering Him 
vinegar and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save 
Yourself.” 

One of the robbers who was being crucified at the side 
of Jesus said to Him, “If You are the King of the Jews, 
save Yourself.” 

The other thief rebuked him and said, “Have you no 
fear of a just God ? You are suffering the same sentence 
as Jesus. You and I deserve the punishment, but this Man 
has done no evil.” 

Turning to the dying Saviour he said, “Lord, remember 
me, when You shall come into Your kingdom.” 

Jesus answered him, “Amen, I say to you, this day you 
shall be with Me in paradise.” 
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While these things were going on there stood by the cross 
the Blessed Virgin, Mary of Cleophas, Mary Magdalen, 
and John. 

When Jesus saw His Blessed Mother and John, He said 
to her, “Woman, behold your son.” 

To John He said, “Son, behold your mother.” 

From the sixth to the ninth hour there was darkness 
over all the earth. 

Jesus then cried out with a loud voice, “My God! My 
God ! Why have You forsaken Me ?” 

The bystanders thought that the Redeemer was calling 
for Elias. 

“I thirst,” said Jesus. 

Some Jews got vinegar, put it on a sponge, and gave it 
to Him. 

Other Jews said, “Wait a moment; let us see if Elias 
will come to deliver Him.” 

With a loud voice the Saviour said, “Father, into Your 
hands I commend My spirit.” 

He then meekly bowed His head and died. 

As Jesus expired on the cross, the veil of the Temple was 
rent in two from top to bottom, the earth quaked, the 
rocks were split, the graves were opened, and many bodies 
of the saints arose and appeared to several in the Holy City. 

The centurion who watched the crucifixion said, “In- 
deed this Man was the Son of God.” They that were with 
the centurion gave the same testimony. 

A number of women who followed Jesus from Galilee were 
also witnesses of His tragic death. 

The Jews, not wishing to have the body of Jesus exposed 
on the Sabbath, asked Pilate that the legs of those crucified 
might be broken and the bodies carried off for burial. 
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The permission was granted. The soldiers broke the 
bones of the two robbers. When they saw that Jesus was 
already dead they did not break His bones. One of them, 
however, thrust a spear into His side. At once there gushed 
forth blood and water. 

§ 90. Jesus Is Buried 

On Good Friday evening, a rich man named Joseph of 
Arimathea went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 

When the Roman governor found out that the Saviour 
was dead, he told Joseph that he might have the body. 

Accordingly, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus took 
the sacred body from the cross and bound it in linen cloth. 

Not far from the place of execution was a garden be- 
longing to Joseph, and in that garden was a new grave 
hewn out of a rock. In this sepulcher they placed the 
sacred body of our Lord, and put a large stone at the door 
of the tomb. 

After seeing where the body of the Master was laid, the 
women from Galilee returned to the city and prepared 
spices and ointments. 

The next day, Holy Saturday, the Chief Priests and 
the Pharisees went to Pilate and said, “Sir, we have re- 
membered that Jesus said while He was alive, ‘ After three 
days I will rise again/ Command therefore that the grave 
be guarded till the third day, lest the disciples should steal 
His body, and then say to the people, ‘He is risen from the 
dead’ so that the last error shall be worse than the first.” 

Pilate answered, “You have a guard, go guard it as you 
know.” 

The Jews thereupon sealed the tomb and placed a guard 
over it. 
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QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Tell what happened as Jesus carried His cross from Jerusalem to 
Calvary. 2. What further does tradition tell us about this journey? 
3. Give an account of the sufferings of Jesus on the cross. 4. How did 
the Jews show their animosity toward Jesus? 5. What did the Re- 
deemer say to His mother and to John ? 6. As Jesus died, what hap- 
pened ? 7. Tell what you know about the two men who buried our 

Lord. 8. What happened on Holy Saturday? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. It is said in the New Testament that the Evangelists did not write 
about all the things that Jesus said and did. Many points of 
information come from tradition. Consult the “Appendices” 
for the traditional account of the Way of the Cross. 

II. Find out if possible the size and the weight of the cross which 
Jesus carried. 

III. Look up the subject of the guard stationed over the place where 

Jesus was buried. 

IV. Problem : “What do you suppose was the saddest moment of the 

Saviour’s life?” 
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THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
XV 

§ 91. Jesus Rises from the Dead 

Tenderly and reverently the sacred body of Jesus was 
laid in the grave about 6 o’clock on Good Friday evening. 

On the next day, Holy Saturday, the great feast of the 
Jews, nothing of moment occurred. 

But on the morning of Easter Sunday, the crucified Sav- 
iour rose glorious and immortal from the dead. 

How did it happen ? 

First of all there was a great earthquake, and an angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven. His countenance was 
as lightning and his garments as snow. 

When the guards saw the heavenly visitor they were so 
terrified that they fell to the ground as dead men. 

As soon as the angel had rolled back the stone at the 
mouth of the grave he sat upon it. At that moment Jesus 
walked out of the tomb. 

Some time after this, Mary Magdalen, Mary, the mother 
of James, and Salome, started for the sepulcher. As they 
went along, they said to one another, “Who will roll back 
the stone from the door of the sepulcher ? ” 

Imagine their surprise when they found the tomb 
empty. They could hardly believe their eyes. They did 
not know what to think of this unexpected turn of events. 
It was so extraordinary. 
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While thus lost in amazement, they noticed two men in 
shining apparel. This sight so terrified them that they 
bowed their countenances to the ground. 

The angel said to them, “Fear not. I know that you 
seek Jesus Who was crucified. Why seek you the living 
among the dead ? He is not here : He is risen. Come and 
see the place where the Lord was laid. 

“Remember how He spoke to you while He was yet in 
Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and the third day 
rise again/ 

“Go at once and tell His disciples and Peter that He is 
risen, and that He goes before you into Galilee. There 
you shall see Him, as He told you.” 

The women remembered the words which Jesus had told 
them. So they ran with great joy to tell the disciples. 

On meeting Peter and John, Mary Magdalen, who doubt- 
less did not believe the words of the angel, said to them, 
“They have taken away the body of our Lord, and we 
know not where they have laid Him.” 

The two apostles then ran as fast as they could to the 
sepulcher. John, who got there first, looked into the grave 
and saw nothing but the linen cloths lying there. 

When Peter reached the spot, he went into the sepulcher, 
and found that the body was not there. 

§ 92. Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalen 

As soon as Peter and John had left the sepulcher, Mary 
Magdalen returned to look for the body of Jesus. She 
saw two angels, one at the head, and the other at the foot 
of the grave. 
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They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 

“Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid Him.” 

Mary Magdalen looked around and saw Jesus, but did 
not recognize Him. 

He said to her, “Woman, why do you weep ? For whom 
are you looking ?” 

Thinking he was the gardener she said to him, “Sir, if 
you have taken the body of Jesus, tell me where you have 
placed it, and I will take it away.” 

Jesus said, “Mary.” 

The familiar ring of the voice told Mary Magdalen that 
it was the risen Saviour. 

She said to Him, “Rabboni,” which means Master. 

In the fervor of her heart she was about to kneel at His 
feet, when He said to her, “Do not touch Me, for I have 
not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren, 
and say to them, T ascend to My Father and to your 
Father, to My God, and to your God/ ” 

Mary Magdalen hastened to the disciples, told them that 
she had seen and had spoken to the risen Saviour. They 
would not believe her. 

§ 93. Jesus Appears to the Holy Women 

As the women were returning from the sepulcher where 
they had been with ointment and spices, they met Jesus. 
Before they had time to say a word, He said to them, “All 
Hail!” 

Quick as a flash they knelt and adored Him. 

Jesus said to them, “Be not afraid. Go tell My brethren 
to go into Galilee. There they shall see Me.” 
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The Holy Women went at once to the apostles and told 
them, but they would not believe the message. 

Meanwhile the guards who had kept watch over the 
sepulcher had rushed into the city and told the Chief 
Priests all that had taken place. 

What do you think the Chief Priests did ? 

They said to the guards, “Here is a large sum of money. 
We want you men to say that the disciples came at night 
and stole the body of Jesus while you were asleep.” 

The guards took the bribe, and spread the report far 
and wide. Sad to say, the Jews believed it, and believe it 
even to this day. 

§ 94. Jesus Appears to the Two Disciples 

That same day, as two of the disciples were walking to 
Emmaus, a village seven or eight miles from Jerusalem, 
Jesus overtook them. 

As the disciples failed to recognize the risen Saviour, He 
said to them, “What were you talking about, and why do 
you look so sad ?” 

“Have you not heard of the wonderful things that have 
taken place in Jerusalem in these days ?” 

“What things ?” asked the Messiah. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth Who was crucified, placed 
in the sepulcher, and Who, they say, is alive again.” 

Jesus said to them, “O foolish and slow of heart to be- 
lieve in all the things which the prophets have spoken, 
ought not Christ to have suffered all those things so as to 
enter into His glory ?” 

On reaching their destination, the two disciples said to 
the Stranger, “Stay with us, for the day is now far spent.” 
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Accordingly the Saviour dined with them. 

While they were at table, Jesus took bread, blessed, 
broke, and gave it to them. 

Suddenly the disciples recognized the risen Lord. As 
they did so He vanished from their sight. 

That evening, when the two disciples returned to Jeru- 
salem, they related their experience to the apostles. They 
however would not believe it. 

§ 95. Jesus Appears to His Apostles 

Late on Easter Sunday the apostles were assembled 
in the upper room discussing what the two disciples had 
told them. Suddenly the risen Lord stood in their midst 
and said to them, “Peace be to you. It is I. Fear not.” 

Thinking that Jesus was a spirit, they were thoroughly 
frightened. 

Observing their frame of mind, the Saviour said, “Why 
are you troubled ? Why do such thoughts come to your 
mind ? See My hands and My feet. Make sure that I 
am the Master. Feel and see, for a spirit has not flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.” 

Jesus then showed them His hands, His feet, and His side. 

“Have you anything to eat ?” asked the risen Lord. 

They gave Him a piece of broiled fish and a honeycomb. 

When they saw Him eating, they began to realize that 
He was the risen Master. 

Afterwards He said to them, “Peace be to you. As the 
Father sent Me, I also send you.” 

Thereupon He breathed on them and said, “Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins you shall forgive they are 
forgiven ; and whose sins you shall retain they are retained.” 
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§ 96. Doubting Thomas 

It happened that Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not 
present when Jesus appeared to them. 

When He returned, the other apostles said to him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” 

Thomas said, “Unless I shall see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, 
and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 

The other apostles tried to persuade him, but it was all 
in vain. 

A week later Jesus again appeared in their midst and 
said, “Peace be to you.” 

Turning to doubting Thomas, He said, “Put in your 
finger hither, and see My hands ; stretch forth your hand 
and place it in My side ; and be not unbelieving but faith- 
ful.” 

With all the fervor of his heart Thomas said, “My Lord 
and my God.” 

“Because you have seen Me, Thomas, you have be- 
lieved. Blessed are they that have not seen and have 
believed.” 

§ 97. Jesus Appears in Galilee 

You remember how the risen Lord told Mary Magdalen 
that He intended to go to Galilee, and that the apostles 
would see Him there. 

In anticipation of this event, they went as far as the 
Sea of Galilee. 

While waiting there Peter said to the others, “I will go 
and catch some fish.” 

The others said, “We will go with you.” 
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They entered the boat, pulled from the shore, fished all 
night, but caught nothing. 

When morning was come, Jesus stood on the shore, but 
the fishermen did not recognize Him. 

As soon as they came within hailing distance, Jesus said 
to them, “Children, have you any fish ?” 

“No,” they answered. 

“Let down the net on the right side of the boat and you 
will find some.” 

As the fishermen did so they caught a multitude of 
fishes. 

John said, “As sure as I live it is the Lord.” 

Peter jumped into the water and came ashore. 

When the other disciples had landed, they noticed some 
hot coals with fish laid thereon. 

Jesus said to them, “Bring hither some of the fish you 
have caught.” 

Peter did so. 

When everything was in readiness Jesus said to them, 
“Come and dine with Me.” 

They all sat down to the meal. 

This was the third time that Jesus manifested Him- 
self to His disciples after He had risen from the dead. 

When they had finished the meal, Jesus asked Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than 
these?” 

“Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.” 

“Feed My lambs,” said Jesus. 

“Simon, son of John, do you love Me ?” 

“Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.” 

“Feed My lambs,” said Jesus. 

“Simon, son of John, do you love Me ?” 
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Asking the question the third time grieved Peter very 
much. He exclaimed, “Lord, You know all things. You 
know therefore that I love You.” 

“Feed My sheep,” said Jesus. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

I. Tell the story of the “ Resurrection.” 2. What did the angel 
say to the three women ? 3. What did Peter and John do? 4. Give 

an account of Mary Magdalen’s meeting with the risen Lord. * 5. What 
did the guards do and say at Jerusalem ? 6. Relate the experience of 

the disciples who went to Emmaus. 7. Where did Jesus appear to the 
apostles? 8. What did doubting Thomas say to the other apostles? 

9. Relate what happened when Jesus appeared to the apostles in Galilee. 

10. Name the doctrines of our religion that are referred to in these 
narratives. 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Prepare a short composition telling when, where, and why Jesus 
appeared after His Resurrection. 

II. Tell when and where the Sacrament of Penance was instituted. 

III. Draw a map of Jerusalem about six by four inches showing Calvary 

and the burial place of Jesus. 

IV. Problem : “What is included in the solemn commission given to 

Peter when Jesus appeared to the apostles on the shores of the 
Sea of Galilee?” 


§ 98. Jesus Instructs His Apostles 

In order to prove to the people that He was truly risen 
from the dead, Jesus appeared many times to some of His 
followers. 

Forty days after His resurrection, while the apostles were 
at table, He paid them a visit. What did He say to them ? 

He rebuked them for not believing those who had seen 
Him after He was risen. 


Digitized by C^ooQle 



THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 


169 


“When you are gone from us, dear Lord, what shall we 
do?” asked the apostles. 

Jesus told them in the following words, “All power is 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go ye into the world 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you, and behold I will be with you all days even to the end 
of the world. 

“He that believes and is baptized, shall be saved; but 
he that does not believe shall be condemned. 

“These signs shall be given to those who believe: Tn 
My name they shall cast out devils ; they shall speak with 
new tongues; they shall handle serpents; if they shall 
drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them ; they shall 
lay their hands upon the sick and they shall heal them.’ ” 
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THE ASCENSION OF JESUS 
XVI 

§ 99. Jesus Ascends into Heaven 

After the foregoing instructions, Jesus led His apostles 
towards Bethania. 

As they went along they asked Him, “Lord, will You 
at this time restore the kingdom of Israel ?” 

“It is not for you to know that which the Father has 
put in His own power. But you shall receive the power 
of the Holy Ghost coming upon you, and you shall be wit- 
nesses unto Me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
even to the uttermost part of the earth.” 

Jesus then lifting up His hands blessed them. 

Afterwards, while they looked on, He was carried up to 
heaven, where He sits at the right hand of God. 

Before the cloud received Him out of their sight, two 
men stood by them in white garments and said, “Ye men 
of Galilee, why stand you looking up to heaven ? Jesus 
Who has been taken up from you shall come as you have 
seen Him going into heaven.” 

The apostles then left Mount Olivet and returned to 
Jerusalem. 

After they had persevered in prayer for some time, Peter 
said, “The Scriptures must be fulfilled which the Holy 
Ghost foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judas 
who betrayed Jesus. He was one of the Twelve and had 
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obtained part of this ministry. But after betraying His 
Lord and Master he hanged himself with a halter. 

“Let us select one of those who have been with us from 
the beginning, as a witness of the Resurrection of Jesus.” 

As a result of their deliberation two candidates, Joseph 
and Matthias, were chosen. 

The apostles raised their hearts to God in prayer and said, 
“O Lord, You know the hearts of all men, show us which 
of these two You have chosen to take the place of Judas.” 

After casting lots, Matthias was made the new apostle. 
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§ ioo. The Holy Ghost Descends on the Apostles 

Ten days later, the apostles were assembled in the 
upper room. Suddenly there came a sound from heaven, 
like a mighty wind, and it filled the whole room where they 
were sitting. 

There appeared to them cloven tongues as it were of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them, so that they were filled with 
the Holy Ghost and began to speak in different tongues. 

At this time, there were living at Jerusalem devout men 
from every nation under heaven. 

When they heard the apostles speaking different lan- 
guages, they were actually astounded, and said, “ Behold, 
are not all these who speak Galileans ? How is it that they 
speak to us in our own language ?” 

The Jews said one to another, “What does it mean ?” 

Some in mockery said, “These men are full of new wine.” 

Peter did not like this last remark. So he said to the 
crowd, “Ye men of Judea, and all you that dwell in Jeru- 
salem, be this known to you : these men are not drunk as 
you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day. 

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words: ‘ Jesus of Naza- 
reth, a Man approved of God by miracles, wonders, and 
signs, you have crucified and put to death. But God 
raised Him up again, and we are all witnesses of it.’ ” 

173 


Digitized by Google 



174 


THE STORY EVER NEW 


When the multitude heard these and other words which 
Peter spoke, they asked, “What shall we do ?” 

Peter replied, “Do penance, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
your sins, and you shall receive the gifts of the Holy Ghost.” 

Did many of them do so ? 

Yes, three thousand souls were baptized on that oc- 
casion. 


Jesus did many other things in the sight of His disciples 
which are not written in this book. But these things are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His 
name. 

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT 

i. Why did Jesus rebuke the apostles? 2. What did He tell them 
to do? 3. How many doctrines of our religion are spoken of in this 
commission? 4. Give an account of the Ascension. 5. Tell about 
the election of Matthias. 6. What took place ten days after the Ascen- 
sion ? 7. What did the Jews say when the apostles spoke in different 

tongues ? 8. What was the effect of Peter’s speech ? 9. What is 

the meaning of the last two sentences ? 

CORRELATED STUDIES 

I. Show the importance of faith from the words of our Lord in this 
and in other chapters. 

II. Look up the time and manner in which we celebrate the feast of 
the Ascension and the feast of Pentecost. 

III. Be prepared to give the class a brief account of the great King 

David. 

IV. Problem : “How has the reading of this book helped you?” 
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[The information contained in the following notes is taken from such reliable 
sources as “The Exposition of the Four Gospels ” by the Most Rev. John MacEvilly, 
“The Life of Jesus Christ” by the Rev. A. J. Maas, S. J., “The Great Commen- 
tary of Cornelius a Lapide,” Fouard’s “Life of Christ,” and the “Dictionary of 
the Bible” by F. Vigouroux.] 


§ § i to 4 

The purpose of the introductory narrative is to carry the reader from his home 
in America to the Holy Land where Jesus, the Light of the World, was born and 
lived more than nineteen hundred years ago. 

The trip on the ocean steamer can be used as an exercise in journey geography. 
Besides it tends to give the children an idea of the distance between America and 
Palestine. 

Nazareth of Galilee, the home of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph, lies in a 
secluded valley among the mountains a little north of the great plain of Esdraelon. 
The houses of this pretty town are situated among fig trees, olive trees, and flower 
gardens. Over the place where the Holy Family lived, St. Helena built a church. 

The Angel Gabriel was the heavenly messenger who told the Blessed Virgin 
that she was to be the mother of the Messiah. He had previously appeared to 
Zachary in the Temple. He is regarded as the “ herald of good tidings.” 

Mary, the name of the blessed mother of Jesus, was a common one among the 
Jews. Through the influence of the Blessed Virgin’s magnetic power, the ideal 
of womanhood has been elevated and purified. 

Jesus means “ saviour.” Among the Jews this name appears under several 
forms such as Joshua, Jehoshua, etc. 

How shall this be done? — The Blessed Virgin does not doubt the possibility 
of the angePs message; she shows her anxiety regarding the manner of its ful- 
fillment. 

The Holy Ghost, the third person of the Most Blessed Trinity. 

The Son of God. — Mary’s Son shall be really and truly the Son of God, the 
second person of the Most Blessed Trinity. 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done, etc. — According to good 
authority this humble answer of the Blessed Virgin marks the moment of the 
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Incarnation. The Annunciation, which immediately precedes the Incarnation, 
took place according to tradition on March 25. 

Elizabeth was the wife of Zachary and the mother of St. John the Baptist. 

City of Juda. — Scholars do not agree as to the exact location of the home of 
Zachary and Elizabeth. Tradition locates the place at Ain Karim where the 
monastery of St. John the Baptist was built. 

Blessed art thou among women. — St. Elizabeth here takes up the address 
which the Angel Gabriel had on a previous occasion spoken to Mary. 

Magnificat. — This inspiring hymn of praise and thanksgiving uttered by the 
Blessed Virgin is so called from the first word of the Latin version. It is recited 
daily in the office of vespers. 

The feast of the Visitation. — Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth is com- 
memorated by the Church on July 2. That is regarded as the time the Blessed 
Virgin returned to Nazareth. 

Joseph, the spouse of Mary and the foster-father of Jesus, was descended from 
the royal family of David. In 1870, Pope Pius IX made St. Joseph the patron 
of the Universal Church. His feast is celebrated on March 19. 

Is conceived of the Holy Ghost. — Brought about by no human agency, but 
by the power and operation of the Holy Ghost. 

Shall bring forth a Son. — The Blessed Virgin will actually give birth to a Son. 

§ § 5 and 6 

Roman Emperor. — When Jesus was bom, Caesar Augustus was emperor of 
Rome, and Palestine was a part of his empire. 

Bethlehem, a town in the hill country of Juda, was originally called Ephrata. 
It is about seventy miles from Nazareth and about six miles from Jerusalem. A 
little east of the town is the church built by St. Helena over the cave or stable in 
which the Messiah was born. Tradition tells us that it was at Bethlehem St. 
Jerome translated the Bible into Latin. 

Wrapped in swaddling clothes. — This was commonly done to infants in the 
East to prevent distortion of the limbs. 

Laid Him in the manger. — This implies that our Lord was born in a stable. 
The manger in which the Infant Jesus was laid is now preserved in the Church of 
St. Mary Major, at Rome. 

§ § 7 and 8 

Circumcision was a surgical operation performed by the Jews on their male 
children. It was oftentimes performed by the father or the mother. God en- 
joined this rite upon Abraham. It was then made a necessary condition of Jewish 
nationality. The early Christians, however, made it plain that circumcision was 
not necessary for salvation. Yet it was permitted as a matter of feeling or expe- 
diency. The feast of the Circumcision occurs on January 1. 
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Purification. — According to the Levitical law, a Jewish mother was considered 
legally unclean for forty days after the birth of a male child, and for eighty days 
after a female child. Though not bound by this law the Blessed Virgin did just 
as all the other mothers had to do. The Church keeps the feast of the Purification 
on February 2. 

Simeon was a devout Jew who recognized the Child Jesus in the Temple, took 
Him in his arms, and gave heartfelt thanks to God. He is the author of that beau- 
tiful hymn or canticle called the “ Nunc Dimittis,” which is recited daily in the 
office of compline. 

Temple. — One of the three successive buildings erected at Jerusalem by the 
Jews for the worship of God. No building of the ancient world attracted so much 
attention as the Temple of Solomon, the Temple of Zerubabbel, or the Temple of 
Herod. It was to the last that Jesus came. ' 

For the fall and the resurrection of many. — These words may mean for the 
fall of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Herodians, etc., and for the resurrection 
of those who believed in Jesus Christ, or they may be applied to St. Peter and the 
dying thief on the cross. 

A sword of grief shall pierce your heart. — This prophecy was fulfilled when 
the Blessed Virgin saw her divine Son rejected, condemned, insulted, scourged, and 
crucified. 


§ § 9 and io 

Wise Men or Magi. — They were learned men from the East, probably astrol- 
ogers and astronomers. We do not know for certain how many there were. The 
traditional three has been perpetuated by the great painters. Some even repre- 
sent the wise men as kings, but there is no positive proof of it. 

From the East. — They came doubtless from Arabia, Chaldea, Persia, Egypt, 
etc. 

His star. — The simplest explanation of this is that a star appeared in the 
sky and guided the wise men first to Jerusalem and then to Bethlehem. The 
time of its appearance, and whether it was miraculous, are still disputed questions. 
The coming of the Magi is commemorated by the Church on the feast of the Epiph- 
any, January 6. 

Herod. — King Herod the Great was appointed King of Judea by the Roman 
senate. He was a very cruel and suspicious man, having put to death several of 
his relatives, even his own wife and children. It was he that ordered the slaughter 
of the Holy Innocents. 

Chief Priests and Scribes. — This may mean a meeting of the Sanhedrin or 
the supreme court of the Jews. 

Bethlehem of Juda. — The prophecy of Micheas foretold that the Messiah 
would be bom in Bethlehem of Juda. See Micheas v, 2 . 
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Gold, frankincense, and myrrh. — These gifts may be regarded as the tributes 
of the wise men to their king, their God, and their fellow man. 

Egypt. — This country was regarded as the refuge of all persecuted Jews. 
Fostat, a suburb of Cairo, is considered the dwelling-place of the Holy Family 
while in Egypt. A church has been built over the spot where the house stood. 

Holy Innotents. — They include all the male children two years and under 
who were put to death by the command of Herod the Great. Their feast is cele- 
brated on December 28. In olden times it was customary for the children to 
have a celebration in honor of the Holy Innocents. It is said that boys used to 
sit in the canons* stalls and that one of them used to give a blessing. At any 
rate, the Council of Basle (Sess. 22) condemned the extravagance of this cele- 
bration. Even to-day in some convents the youngest Sister in religion acts as 
superior on the feast of the Holy Innocents. 

§ 11 

The Passover was the first of the three great festivals of the Jews. It com- 
memorated the preservation of the Jewish first-born on the night when all the 
first-born of Egypt were killed. Every adult Jew living in Judea was bound to 
attend this feast. 

Doctors or Scribes. — They were the authorized interpreters of the Mosaic 
Law. Sometimes they were called lawyers. At the time of our Lord they at- 
tained their paramount influence. 

The things that are My Father’s. — I must fulfill the will and attend to the 
affairs of God the Father. 

§ 12 

Synagogue was the local building where the Jews worshiped God. It served, 
too, for the local court and school. The synagogue was designed, not as a place 
of sacrifice, but for Scriptural instruction and prayer. This house of worship 
came into existence during the Babylonian Captivity. 

Hidden Life. — The life of Jesus from His twelfth to His thirtieth year. Dur- 
ing this period His words and deeds are practically hidden from us. By some 
it is regarded as a time of preparation for His public ministry. 

§ § 13 and 14 

His duties. — The duties of the Jewish priests were (1) to offer up the holo- 
caust; (2) to trim and light the lamps on the seven-branched candlestick; (3) to 
renew the showbread on the Sabbath; (4) to burn incense at the altar. These 
as well as some minor duties were assigned to the priests by lot. 

John was called John the Baptist to distinguish him from John the Evangelist. 
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He was preeminently a prophet and a preacher. He prepared the Jewish people 
for the pciblic ministry of the Saviour. 

Zachary doubtless wrote with an iron style on a tablet covered with wax. Some- 
times the bark of the tree, skins of animals, tables of wood, lead, brass, or stone, 
served as writing material. 

Blessed be the Lord. — This beautiful hymn of praise is known as the “ Bene- 
dicts ” because in Latin it begins with that word. It contains an account of the 
divine economy of salvation, and a prediction of the future greatness of John the 
Baptist. It is recited daily in the office of lauds and is found in the burial service. 

Went into the desert. — He may have gone into the neighboring mountains 
where he would be entirely free to commune with God and to prepare for his labors 
as precursor. 

Shall enlighten them that sit in darkness, that is, shall prepare them for the 
coming of the Messiah and His work. 

Elias was expected to be the precursor of the Messiah. He was one of the 
greatest and most inspiring characters of Israel. 

The Prophet. — The Jews from an erroneous interpretation of Deuteronomy 
xviii, 15 supposed that a prophet as well as Elias would precede the coming of 
the Saviour. 

Why then do you baptize? — This question was doubtless asked by one of 
the Pharisees. Being desirous of upholding the traditional rites, they did not 
see why John should baptize, so long as he was not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the 
prophet. 

The desert of Judea. — In the southern part of the valley of the Jordan west 
of the Dead Sea is a mountainous and sparsely settled country, in great part a 
wilderness. It appears that deeply religious people were wont to retire into this 
region, where they oftentimes gathered disciples around them. According to tradi- 
tion St. John the Baptist baptized Jesus at the place where the Israelites and Elias 
crossed the Jordan. St. Helena built a church over the spot. 

Locusts and wild honey. — Locusts resemble our grasshoppers. These formed 
the occasional food of the poorest class. The wild honey came from the wild 
bees, or it was the juice of certain trees or shrubs such as the tamarisk and the 
fig-tree. 

A voice from heaven. — A distinct, articulate voice representing God the 
Father. 

This is My beloved Son. — God the Father here testifies that Jesus is His Son, 
and that He is pleased with Him. 

§ 15 

By the Spirit. — By the Holy Ghost. 

The desert. — Probably the northern part of the desert of Judea, which is the 
roughest and most desolate of all the deserts of Palestine. 
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Tempted by the devil. — To give Jesus an opportunity to overthrow the power 
of the devil. Many other reasons and motives might be given. 

Fasted forty days. — The word “ fast ” means to go without any food, or to 
take food sparingly as is done in the holy season of Lent. That Jesus could sub- 
sist for forty days and forty nights without taking any food is certainly possible. 

Forty. — The number forty seems to be symbolic : we read of the forty days* 
rain of the Deluge, the forty days’ journey of the Israelite spies, the forty years* 
wandering in the desert, the forty days* penance of Ninive, the forty days’ satis- 
faction of Ezechiel, the forty days* fast of Moses and Elias, the forty days Jesus 
remained on earth after His resurrection, and the forty days’ penance of Lent. 

Temptations. — The first temptation was in the desert, the second in Herod’s 
Temple at Jerusalem, and the third on a very high mountain, probably Quaran- 
tania. The Gospel according to St. Luke changes the order of the second and 
the third temptation. 

All these will I give thee. — Not only the Jewish but the heathen land sur- 
rounding the mountain. 

Angels came and ministered unto Him. — They doubtless brought Him food 
as they had done to Elias on a previous occasion. 

§ § 16 and 17 

Two of His followers. — Most probably St. Andrew and St. John the Evangelist. 

Andrew the apostle was a brother of St. Peter. He was an inhabitant of Beth- 
saida and a disciple of St. John the Baptist. He was a fisherman by trade, and 
is the patron saint of Scotland. His feast is kept on November 30. 

John. — This apostle was born at or near Bethsaida, and is the writer of the 
fourth gospel. He was the son of Zebedee and Salome, and the brother of St. 
James. He was the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

Simon Peter. — Simon was his ordinary name. The name Peter was given 
to him by Jesus when He invited him to be a disciple. His father’s name was 
Jona. Like St. Andrew, his brother, he was a fisherman on the sea of Galilee. 
He is always named first in the lists of the apostles. He was the natural spokes- 
man and head of the apostolic band. To him Jesus gave the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven. He was the first visible head of the Church. 

Philip. — This apostle is spoken of as being of Bethsaida. He it was that 
told Nathanael about the Messiah. To him Jesus said, “ Follow Me.” 

Nathanael was bom at Cana of Galilee. He it was who said to Jesus, “ You 
are the Son of God ; you are the King of Israel.” His name does not occur in 
the list of the apostles given in the first three gospels. He was most likely the 
same person as Bartholomew. 

Can anything good come from Nazareth? — This question implies that Na- 
thanael was a man of some education, or that he was acquainted with the Sacred 
Scriptures. 
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Jona is the Hebrew word for John. 

Ascending and descending upon the Son of Man. — When this vision took 
place, we know not. Some say at His passion and resurrection, others at the 
ascension, and others on the day of judgment. 

Son of Man. — Jesus on more than one occasion calls Himself the Son of Man 
because the whole work of the redemption rests chiefly on His incarnation. 

Cana of Galilee. — This is a small town about six miles north of Nazareth. 
Over the spot where the marriage feast took place, and over the home of the 
apostle Nathanael, churches were erected but are now in ruins. 

Marriage feast. — Among the Jews these feasts lasted as long as one or two weeks. 
The guests were invited or came without invitation. The latter were expected to 
bring presents. The feast took place in the home of the bridegroom, but the 
marriage was contracted in the home of the bride’s father. 

Miracle. — This first miracle of Jesus, the changing of water into wine, is com- 
memorated on January 6. 

§ § 18 and 19 

Caphamaum was about twenty miles northwest of Cana. Our Lord at an 
early period of His ministry removed from Nazareth to Capharnaum and made 
it His headquarters. It was there that the centurion’s servant was healed, that 
Peter’s mother-in-law was cured, and that several other miracles were performed. 

What signs can you show us? — The Jews doubtless wished that Jesus would 
perform a miracle to prove that He had authority to expel the traders from the 
Temple. 

Destroy this temple. — Jesus here spoke of the temple of His body and not 
of Herod’s Temple. 

Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews and doubtless a member of the Sanhedrin. 
On account of his position he feared the enmity of the Pharisees. Besides going 
to Jesus privately, he afterwards asked the Sanhedrin whether the law condemned 
a man unheard. He also helped Joseph of Arimathea to bury Jesus. 

Bom again, — that is, spiritually regenerated in order to be freed from the 
stain of original sin. 

Bom again of water and the Holy Spirit. — The Council of Trent has declared 
that these words refer to the sacrament of Baptism. 

Master in Israel, a teacher in Israel. 


§ 20 

Into the smaller town£ of Judea. — This phrase does not mean the entire prov- 
ince of Judea, because Jesus was already at Jerusalem, a part of Judea. It doubt- 
less means the country district of Judea. 

Samaria was the central province of Palestine, having Galilee on the north. 
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Judea on the south, the River Jordan on the east, and the Mediterranean on the 
west. 

Galilee was the northern province of the Holy Land. It formed part of the 
kingdom of Herod the Great. It was about sixty miles long by twenty-five broad. 
Nearly all the apostles of Jesus were natives of this province. Within its area 
were Nazareth, Cana, Bethsaida, Capharnaum, Nain. 

Jacob’s Well. — The well which according to tradition Jacob dug. It was 
about seventy-five feet deep and nine feet in diameter. 

Samaritans. — The Samaritans were the inhabitants of the central province 
of Palestine, called Samaria. When these people were carried by the king of As- 
syria into captivity, heathens from Babylon were sent to colonize the country. 
As was natural they introduced idolatrous worship. Strange as it may appear 
Samaria was then infested with lions who killed many of its inhabitants. To 
appease the anger of the God of the Jews, the king of Assyria had one of the Sa- 
maritan priests sent back to instruct the people in the religion of Jehovah. The 
result was that there was a mixture of the Jewish and the heathen religion. When 
the Jews were allowed to build the Temple at Jerusalem the Samaritans offered 
to help them. Their offer was rejected. This was the beginning of the undying 
hostility that for many years existed between these people. When, however, the 
Samaritans built a rival Temple on Mount Gerizim, near Samaria, the Jews hated 
and despised them. 

Sychar, or Sichar, has been identified with the Old Testament Shechem or 
Sichem. Some say that the two places, though adjacent, are different towns. At 
all events Jacob’s Well is about two miles southeast of Shechem. 

Living water. — The grace of the Holy Ghost. 

Gerizim. — The mount where the Samaritans built their rival Temple. 

I am He. — Jesus thus makes known to this Samaritan woman that He is the 
long-expected Messiah. 

Saviour of the world. — The Samaritan idea of the Messiah seems to have 
been much more comprehensive than that of the Jews. They expected a uni- 
versal Redeemer rather than a national one. 

§ § 21 tO 24 

Unless you see signs and wonders. — Jesus rebukes those whose faith depends 
on miracles. 

The Book of Isaias. — One of the books of the Old Testament. 

Son of Joseph. — This term shows the mean, jealous, contemptible spirit of 
the Jews toward Jesus. 

Physician, heal Yourself. — Jesus had worked miracles at Cana and Caphar- 
naum. The Jews thought He ought to work one in the place where He was 
brought up. 
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Elias. — One of the greatest of the prophets. When Achab became a wor- 
shiper of the god Baal, Elias faced the erring king and told him there would be 
a drought of indefinite duration. During the famine the prophet was first provi- 
dentially fed by ravens. When the brook of Cherith became dry, he went to a 
small town on the coast of the Mediterranean north of Tyre. There a widow who 
trusted in God shared her last cake with Elias. Thereupon God saw to it that 
her jar of meal and cruise of oil did not fail until the famine was ended. After many 
days in the third year, the prophet was asked to return to King Achab who was now 
willing to give up the worship of Baal. 

Sarepta was a Gentile town on the coast of the Mediterranean between Tyre 
and Sidon. 

Eliseus. — This great prophet and miracle-worker succeeded Elias. It hap- 
pened that Naaman, a Syrian general, contracted leprosy. His wife had a Jewish 
servant who prevailed on her to send Naaman to Eliseus. The general went to 
the humble abode of the prophet in great state. Eliseus told him to bathe seven 
times in the Jordan and he would be cured. Naaman did so and he was restored 
to health. 

Sea of Galilee. — It is often called the Sea of Tiberias, or the Lake of Gene- 
sareth. It is a body of water about fourteen miles long and six miles broad. There 
were no less than nine cities on its shore. It is inclosed by hills save where the Jor- 
dan enters and leaves. 

Followed Jesus, — that is, constantly attended on Him. 

Holy One of God. — The unclean spirit recognized Jesus as the Messiah. 

Left the man. — Possession by a devil was not a mere bodily illness. Neither 
did it consist in the moral influence of Satan over the human will. In possession, 
the devil influenced the bodily organs and some of the faculties of the soul, and 
used them for his own evil ends. 

Were astounded. — It was the first case of possession cured by the Saviour. 

The house of Peter. — St. Peter and St. Andrew had moved from Bethsaida 
to Caphamaum. 

After sunset. — The Jewish day ended at sunset. So the people did not break 
the Sabbath by bringing the sick to Jesus after this time. 

§ § 25 to 27 

Full of leprosy. — This indicates one of the worst forms of the disease. 

Came to Him. — Lepers were forbidden to approach persons. This leper 
must have regarded Jesus as different from other people. 

Pharisees. — One of the three chief Jewish sects, the others being the Sadducees 
and the Essenes. In the time of our Lord, the Pharisees made religion consist 
in conformity to the law, and promised God’s grace only to doers of the law. The 
outward act was more important than the disposition of the heart. 
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Palsy is a disease commonly called paralysis at the present time. It con- 
sists in the cessation of nervous activity in the whole or in parts of the body. It 
may be motor paralysis or sensory paralysis. 

Part of the roof. — Roofs in the East were generally flat. That is why it was 
not very difficult to get the sick man upon the roof. 

Levi. — The name of the apostle Matthew before his call. He is the author 
of the first gospel. 

Publicans. — The Jews looked upon the Publicans as renegades in the serv- 
ice of Rome. 


§ § 28 to 30 

Festival day of the Jews. — There is a difference of opinion as to what particu- 
lar Jewish feast is here spoken of. “ The Story Ever New ” regards it as the 
feast of the Passover. 

Probatica, in Hebrew Bethda and in Latin Bethsaida, is according to tradi- 
tion northeast of the old Temple site. The Church of St. Ann stands over the 
spot. 

The moving of the water. — The text does not say precisely that the angel 
of the Lord moved the water of the pond. 

Withered hand. — This was probably catalepsy or a contraction of the mus- 
cles. The hand gradually became diminished in size and dried up. 

Herodians were the Jewish followers of Herod who aided him in Romanizing 
the Jews. 

Apostles. — The call of the Apostles was necessitated by the widespread fame 
of our Lord and the deadly animosity kindled against Him by His enemies. The 
word “ apostle ” meant a messenger or an ambassador. 

The Twelve. — In the four lists of the apostles given in the New Testament 
the name of St. Peter is always first and the name of Judas Iscariot is always last. 
See Matthew x, 2-4, Mark iii, 16-19, Luke vi, 14-16, and the Acts i, 13. 

§31 

To the Mountain. — Doubtless the 11 Horns of Hattin,” the traditional scene 
of the Sermon on the Mount. 

Poor in Spirit. — Those who have given up their goods for the love of Jesus, 
those who bear poverty patiently, those who possess riches without giving their 
hearts to them, or those who ascribe everything they have to God. 

Meek. — Those who from a Christian spirit patiently endure the evils of this 
life. 

Mourn, that is, have sorrow for their sins and the sins of others. 

Who hunger and thirst after justice. — Those who earnestly desire an increase 
of virtue and sanctity. 
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Merciful. — Those who, prompted by a tender, compassionate feeling, sym- 
pathize with the miseries of others. 

Clean of heart. — Those endowed with a general purity of conscience, or those 
possessing purity of intention and candid simplicity. 

Peacemakers. — Persons who devote themselves to the work of reconciling 
those at variance with their neighbors or with God. 

Suffer persecution. — Those who suffer for the faith, for the rights of the 
Church, or for the practice of Christian virtue. 

You are the salt of the earth. — Speaking to the Apostles Jesus said that they 
ought to be, or are destined by Him to be, the salt of the earth. 

The light of the world. — By word and example you must be to the faithful 
what the light of the sun is to the world. 

The Law or the Prophets. — The five books of Moses or the rest of the Old 
Testament. 

The Scribes and the Pharisees. — They were very strict with others regard- 
ing the laws of Moses and the prophets, but lenient with themselves. 

Let not your left hand know what your right hand does. — In giving alms 
carefully avoid all ostentation. 

Hoard not up treasures on earth. — The Pharisees had an inordinate love of 
money. Jesus here cautions the people against this evil inclination. 

Treasures in heaven. — Merit that comes from deeds well done. 

You cannot serve God and mammon. — Those who truly serve God cannot 
at the same time have an inordinate love of riches. 

Life is understood by some to mean the soul of man in opposition to the body. 

Solomon was one of the greatest kings of Israel. The splendor of his court, 
the magnificence of his table, and the pomp of his ceremonies correspond to his 
wealth and political power. People came from all parts to hear his wisdom. 

False prophets, — that is, false teachers who pretended to have a mission 
from God. 

Fruits, — doctrines, teachings, or moral conduct. 

Having authority. — He preached the law and confirmed His doctrine by 
miracles. 

I § 32 to 34 

Centurion. — An officer in the Roman army or in the army of Herod Antipas. 

His servant. — A favorite boy slave. Sometimes he became the sole heir. 

Lord, I am not worthy, etc. — These words are said by the priest during the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

From the East and the West. — From the four quarters of the globe. 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. — The three great princes of Israel to whom the 
promise of eternal bliss was made. 

The children of the kingdom. — The descendants of the patriarchs. 
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Exterior darkness. — These words refer doubtless to the darkness of hell. 

Weeping and gnashing of teeth. — Words that denote the excruciating tortures 
of hell. 

Nam, also Naim, was a town twenty-five miles southwest of Capharnaum. 
At present it is a hamlet little more than a cluster of ruins. 

Carried out. — The Jews carried their dead outside the walls of the city for 
sanitary purposes. 

The stretcher or bier on which the dead body was carried for burial was borne 
by the nearest relatives and followed by those who wished to honor the family. 

A great prophet. — One like Elias or Eliseus who had raised the dead to life. 

Simon. — This might have been Simon the leper. We know not where the 
incident took place. 

A woman. — Most likely Mary Magdalen. 

Your faith has made you safe. — Faith is one of the essential dispositions for 
justification, just as charity is assigned as the cause of Magdalen’s justification. 
Faith is the primary disposition. It is the foundation and root of justification. 

Go in peace. — These words are often said by the priest in the tribunal of 
penance. Vade in pace. 


§ § 35 and 36 

Parables. — The parable is a pictorial narrative of some spiritual or moral 
truth by means of actual comparison. It differs from the fable by being within 
the bounds of probability and by aiming at the illustration of some deeper truths. 
Parables are found scattered among the literature of the world. Jesus doubtless 
used them for several reasons : (1) To render His instruction more concrete and 
striking, (2) to conceal His doctrines from those who did not wish to believe in 
Him, (3) to show us how the realities and facts of common life may be employed to 
elevate our minds to spiritual things. 

A sower, — that is, a farmer. 

To know the mysteries of the kingdom of God. — To have a knowledge of the 
hidden kingdom of Christ as well as to have faith in Him. 

Cockle is a plant or weed which is found in grain fields. It grows about one 
or two feet high. 


§ § 37 and 38 

Storm at Sea. — Though the Sea of Galilee is not very large, it is often the 
scene of sudden and violent storms. It is inclosed by hills save where the Jordan 
enters and leaves. It is about 682 feet below the level of the Mediterranean. 
Lying so low, it has a semitropical climate, and ice-crowned Hermon being in the 
vicinity, sudden and violent storms at times rush down the mountain slope and 
terminate on the lake. 


Digitized by <^.ooQLe 



NOTES ON THE TEXT 


187 


Gadarenes. — The people of Gadara which is on the eastern side of the Sea 
of Galilee in the province of Perea. They are also called Gergesenes or Gerasens. 

Two men. — St. Matthew speaks of two, but St. Luke and St. Mark mention 
only one. 

Legion. — A multitude of spirits. 

Whole herd. — St. Mark tells us that they numbered about two thousand. 

5 5 39 to 41 

Jairus was a ruler of the synagogue, probably at Caphamaum. 

Minstrels. — The minstrels hired by Jairus were flute players who with singers 
and wailing women were employed as professional mourners. 

Asleep. — Death is sometimes called sleep in the Sacred Scriptures. 

Son of David. — One of the titles ascribed by the Jews to the Messiah. 

Have mercy on us. — Restore our sight. 

Lost sheep. — Those of the chosen people who had strayed away. 

Kingdom of heaven is at hand. — The Church of Christ is shortly to be estab- 
lished. This will be the entrance to the kingdom of God’s glory. 

§ § 43 to 44 

icing Herod was the son of Herod the Great who ordered the slaughter of the 
Holy Innocents. 

Herodias was the wife of Herod Philip. While her husband was still living 
she married King Herod, his brother. 

Bethsaida. — A town on the lake of Genesareth near the Jordan. It was prob- 
ably in Galilee, or in Gaulonitis. 

Into the desert. — Into a wild uninhabited spot. 

Genesareth is on the western side of the Sea of Galilee. 

§ § 45 to 47 

Food that perishes, — that is, material food. 

That which endures, — that is, spiritual food. 

Moses did not give, etc. — He did not give them the Bread that gives life to 
the world. 

I am the Bread of life. — Jesus says that He Himself, inasmuch as He is going 
to give His own body and blood in the Blessed Eucharist, is the Bread of life. 

He that comes to Me. — The Saviour here alludes to those who come to Him 
by faith. 

If any man eat of this bread he shall live forever. — If any one partake of it 
with the proper dispositions. 

Yet one of you is a devil. — Judas. 
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Phoenicia. — A narrow strip of territory on the coast of the Mediterranean. 

Tyre and Sidon were the principal cities of Phoenicia. 

C anaan . — The Canaanites and the Phoenicians were the same people. The 
Hebrews called them Canaanites and the Greeks called them Phoenicians. 

§ § 48 and 49 

Decapolis. — This was a district beginning where the plain of Esdraelon opens 
into the Jordan Valley, and expanding eastward. It was dominated by ten asso- 
ciated Greek cities. 

Dalmanutha and Magedan. — Two small towns on the western coast of the 
Sea of Galilee south of the plain of Genesareth. 

Caesarea Philippi. — A city at the foot of Mount Hermon, at the main source 
of the Jordan, and in the angle of a small plain. It was enriched and embellished 
by Philip, the son of Herod. It was called Caesarea Philippi to distinguish it from 
Caesarea which is situated on the Mediterranean coast not far from Joppa. 

Flesh and blood. — Neither Peter's own reasoning nor the teaching of any 
man had fathomed this truth. 

Build My Church. — A church distinct from the synagogue. 

The gates of hell. — The strength or might of hell. 

I will give to you the keys. — Keys were regarded among all nations as symbols 
of power. Here Jesus promises the keys to Peter. 

Whatsoever you shall bind, etc. — This involves authority to rule, govern, 
and uphold the entire Church. 

The Ancients. — The members of the Sanhedrin, or the supreme court of the 
Jews. 

Deny himself. — Have a humble opinion of oneself, or, seek not the pleasures 
and enjoyments of this life. 

Take up his cross. — Bear whatever crosses it pleases God to send us. 

§ § 50 and 51 

Neighboring mountain. — Supposed to be Mount Thabor. 

Transfigured. — This word does not imply any change of substance, but only 
a change in external appearance. 

If You will. — With Your permission. 

This is My beloved Son. — These words were also uttered on the occasion of 
the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan. 

Hear ye Him. — Never mind about Moses and Elias : they are gone. Be- 
lieve in Jesus, and do His will in all things. 

Lunatic. — This man was doubtless possessed by a devil. 

Because of your unbelief. — Your faith was not strong enough. 
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§ § 55 and 56 

Kingdom of heaven. — Some say that it refers to the Church, others say to 
heaven. 

Mill-stone was a heavy stone used in grinding grain. 

Feast of the Tabernacles. — One of the three great feasts of the Jews. On 
this occasion they thanked God for the safe gathering of the harvest, and com- 
memorated the forty years spent by the Israelites in the desert. 

You know not of what spirit you are. — James and John probably thought of 
what Elias had done under similar circumstances. Jesus wished to show them 
that the spirit of the New Law was different from that of the Old. 

The devils also are subject to us in Thy name. — The seventy-two disciples 
cast out devils from those possessed. 

Rejoice not in this. — Jesus here warns the disciples against pride. 

Notice particularly the manner in which the Saviour draws the information 
from this lawyer. Would not Jesus like to say to every teacher, “ Go thou and 
do in like manner ” ? 

In the law. — In the Sacred Scriptures. 

Eternal life. — Happiness in the world to come. 

Jerusalem to Jericho. — The distance is about twenty miles. The road leads 
through a wilderness infested by robbers even to-day. 

A priest. — Doubtless one of those who served in the Temple. 

A Levite assisted the priests in the work of the Temple. His work was more 
like that of a sexton. 

Oil and wine were commonly used in the East in case of wounds. 

Bethany is located on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, about two 
miles east of Jerusalem. Formerly churches marked the site of the grave of Laza- 
rus, the house of Mary and Martha, and the house of Simon the leper. 

But one thing is necessary. — The salvation of our soul. 

Mary has'chosen the better part. — Our Lord prefers the contemplative life to 
the active; for the active life will cease with death, but the contemplative life 
will last for eternity. The union of the active with the contemplative is the life 
which our Lord and the apostles led. 

§§ 57 and 5» 

I am the Light of the world. — Jesus is the Light of the world enlightening minds 
by His teaching and example. 

He that follows Me. — He that follows the teaching and example of Jesus. 

Shall not see death forever. — His soul will not be damned. 

You have a devil. — Your pride and arrogance show that you are possessed 
by a devil. 
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He saw it and was glad. — This most likely refers to the knowledge that was 
communicated to Abraham in Limbo. 

Before Abraham was made I am. — Jesus here asserts His divine nature and 
His eternal existence. 

Who has sinned? — Among the Jews there was a common opinion that diseases 
and corporal ailments were the punishment of sin. 

The works of God should be made manifest in him. — In order to give Jesus 
an opportunity to manifest God’s power by a miraculous cure. 

Siloe is doubtless a pool with a tank hewn out of the rock and partly built of 
masonry south of Mount Sion. It adjoins the village of Siloam. 

§ § 59 to 61 

The sheepfold is a kind of yard inclosed by* a wide stonewall crowned with 
sharp thorns. Ingress and egress are by a door at which a porter stands. 

I am the door. — Here Jesus begins to apply the parable, calling Himself the 
door of the fold. Salvation is through Jesus. 

Dissension. — The people took sides as to whether Jesus was from God or not. 

Our Father. — The Lord’s prayer consists of an address and seven petitions. 
The first three petitions refer to the glory of God, and the last four to our salva- 
tion. The opening words tell us that we are speaking to God the Father Who is 
in heaven. 

Hallowed be Thy name. — We ask that God’s name be known, honored, and 
loved. 

Thy kingdom come. — May the love of God reign in our hearts, and may the 
Church flourish. 

Thy will be done. — May God’s will be done in all things. 

Give us this day both bodily and spiritual food. 

Forgive us our debts. — The debts we owe God on account of our sins. 

Lead us not into temptation. — Permit us not to be overcome by the tempter. 

Deliver us from evil. — Keep us from everything that is evil. 

Amen. — Is a sign of consent to all contained in the prayer. 

§ § 62 to 64 

Ye hypocrites. — Those who affect sanctity that they do not possess. 

Feast of the Dedication. — This feast was also called the feast of the Lights to 
commemorate the lighting of the new fire in the Temple after it had been deso- 
late for three years. 

I and the Father are one. — This shows a plurality of persons and a unity of 
nature. 

Perea was a section of Palestine beyond the Jordan. 
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Was dead. — He had lost the grace of God. 

Is come to life again. — Is returned to grace. 

§ § 65 to 68 

Lazarus is a form for the name Eliezer. 

Mary. — Tradition favors the opinion that Mary of Bethany, Mary Magdalen, 
and the sinner who anointed Jesus are different names for the same person. 

This sickness is not unto death. — He is actually dead, but he will not re- 
main so. 

Called a Council. — The first formal assembly of the Sanhedrin called for the 
purpose of proceeding against Jesus. 

§ § 69 to 72 

How hard it is for those who love riches. — Riches in themselves are not sin- 
ful, but they are dangerous in their effects on the soul. 

It is easier for a camel, etc. — Some say that the word “ rope ” should be 
substituted for “ camel ” ; others assert that the eye of a needle refers to a small 
gate for foot passengers at the entrance to cities. The text as it stands is not too 
strong. 

A hundredfold. — Those who enter the religious state literally obtain a hundred- 
fold for all that they have left for the sake of Jesus. 

The mother of John and James. — Salome. 

The chalice may express the interior sufferings of Jesus. 

Jericho. — It was an important city situated in the valley of the Jordan near 
the Dead Sea. It was known as the city of palm trees. There it was that Jesus 
restored sight to blind Bartimeus and his companion. There, too, the publican, 
Zaccheus, lived. 

Zaccheus was a Jew in the service of Rome as a chief tax gatherer. 

This day is salvation come. — He and his family will hereafter follow Jesus. 

§ § 73 to 77 

Anointed the feet of Jesus. — Pouring ointment on the hair was a rather com- 
mon practice among the Jews, but anointing the feet was an extraordinary mark 
of respect. 

Mount Olivet was so called from the abundance of olives that grew there. It 
was about a mile east of Jerusalem. 


§ § 78 to 80 

Chief Priests. — They were doubtless the heads of the twenty-four priestly 
families. - 

Scribes were the interpreters of the law. 
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Ancients were the magistrates who ruled in civil matters. 

Judas was the only apostle who was not a Galilean. He was from Judea. 

Thirty pieces of silver was about twenty dollars. 

Kingdom of God here means the Church of God. 

Bread signifies unleavened bread. 

Offered thanks as is done at the present time in the offertory of the Mass. 

This is My body. — These words changed the substance of the bread into the 
body of Jesus. This change is called transubstantiation. 

For many, — that is for all men. 

For the commemoration of Me. — The Council of Trent tells us that “ at the 
Last Supper, on the night on which He was betrayed, our Lord . . . declaring 
Himself to be a priest according to the order of Melchisedeck, offered His body 
and blood, under the appearances of bread and wine, to God the Father; and 
under the symbols of these same things delivered it to His apostles, whom He 
constituted priests of the New Testament, to partake of it, and confmanded them 
and their successors in the priesthood to offer it by these words, ‘ Do this for the 
commemoration of Me.* ” It is also defined that “ by these words, * Do this for 
the commemoration of Me/ He constituted His apostles priests, and enjoined on 
them and on other priests to offer up His body and blood.” 

My Father’s house, — that is in heaven. 

He that sees Me sees the Father also. — He sees the human and the divine 
nature in one person. 

Crow twice. — It was the general belief that the cock crew twice during the 
night, — at 12 and at 3 o’clock. 

I will strike the shepherd. — The Messiah. 

Scandalized. — Jesus means that He shall prove a stumbling block to the 
‘apostles. 

§ § 81 to 87 

Gethsemane lies at the foot of the Mount of Olives. St. Jerome tells us that 
a church had been built over the place. North of the garden lies the Grotto of 
the Agony. 

This chalice. — His approaching sufferings and death. 

The spirit refers to the rational will. 

The flesh refers to the sensitive and carnal appetites. 

This is your hour. — The time God has appointed for the death of Jesus. 

Annas was the father-in-law of the High Priest, Caiphas. 

I am able to destroy. — Jesus did not say that He was able to destroy this 
Temple, but His words are, “ Destroy this Temple,” etc. 

Jesus has blasphemed. — Caiphas was accuser, judge, and jury. 

To buffet means to strike with clenched fists. 

Pilate governed Judea in the name of the Emperor Tiberius. 
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5 § 88 to 90 

Herod was governor of Galilee. 

Simon of Cyrene according to some authorities was the father of Alexander 
and Rufus, well-known disciples of Jesus. Others hold that Simon was a Gentile. 

Forced him. — We cannot say for certain whether Simon carried the cross or 
merely helped Jesus to carry it. 

Holy City. — Jerusalem. 

Arimathea is the Greek form of Ramah, but which town of that name is in- 
tended is not certain. 

§ § 91 to 97 

An angel. — St. Matthew and St. Mark speak of one angel, but St. Luke and 
St. John say there were two. 

Tell His disciples and Peter. — This shows the singular regard the Saviour 
had for St. Peter. 

All hail means “ rejoice at the glad event.” 

Emmaus is a town about eight miles from Jerusalem. More than one place 
claims the honor of being the town where Jesus and the two disciples dined. 

Whose sins you shall forgive, etc. — The Council of Trent defines that the 
words of this verse are to be understood of the power of remitting and retaining 
sins in the Sacrament of Penance, as the Catholic Church always understood from 
the beginning. 

Life. — The supernatural life of grace here and life eternal in the world to come. 

Feed My lambs, feed My sheep. — The commission given to St. Peter here to 
feed and rule the entire flock of Christ proves the primacy of jurisdiction given to 
him, and to him alone. 

§ § 98 to 100 

All power. — Full and unrestricted dominion in heaven and on earth. 

Go ye into the world. — Jesus, having the right to govern, has full authority to 
send the apostles. 

Teach all nations, — that is, Jew and Gentile. 

Baptizing them in the name, etc. — This gives the form of Baptism which 
consists in the express invocation of the three persons of the Blessed Trinity. 

Behold I am with you all days, etc. — From this text is proved the indefecti- 
bility of the Church, her unfailing sanctity, her Catholicity, and her infallibility. 

Will you at this time restore the kingdom of Israel ? — The prophets had often 
connected the infusion of the Holy Ghost with the restoration of the kingdom of 
Israel. 
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APPENDICES 

THE HOLY LAND OR PALESTINE 

Palestine in the time of our Lord was divided into 
five provinces : Judea, Samaria, and Galilee west of the 
Jordan ; Perea and Decapolis east of the Jordan. Its area 
was about 8500 square miles and its population about 
two million. 

The physical divisions of Palestine were five : The mari- 
time plain, the low country of Shephelah, the central moun- 
tain range, the Jordan Valley, and the eastern tableland. 
These formed parallel zones, and with certain modifica- 
tions extended through the entire length of the country 
from north to south. 

Judea was the largest and the most southerly province 
of Palestine. It extended from Idumea to Samaria, and 
from the Jordan to the Mediterranean. Within its area 
were included such notable places as Jerusalem, Bethle- 
hem, Hebron, Jericho, Bethal, Joppa. The people of this 
province considered themselves more highly cultured than 
the residents of the other divisions. 

Samaria occupied the central part of Palestine, with 
Galilee on the north and Judea on the south. Its chief 
towns were Shechem, Sychar, Samaria, Sebaste, Anti-patris. 

Galilee was the northern province of the Holy Land 
west of the Jordan. It extended from Samaria to Phoenicia 
and Syria. It was about sixty miles long by twenty-five 
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broad. It was generally mountainous with fertile valleys. 
Its scenery was picturesque. It was sometimes divided 
into Upper and Lower Galilee. Within the limits of this 
province were Nazareth, Cana, Caphamaum, Nain, Beth- 
saida, etc. 

Perea was the southern province of the Holy Land east 
of the Jordan. It extended from the Arnon River on the 
south to the province of Decapolis on the north. 

North of Perea was the province sometimes called De- 
capolis. It embraced no less than five sections : Iturea, 
Trachonitis, Auranitis, Bactanea, Gaulanitis. 

The kingdom of Herod the Great included all the prov- 
inces heretofore spoken of. His reign came to an end 
B.C. 4. 

Palestine was thereafter governed by the Tetrarchy 
from B.c. 4 to a.d. 41. Archelaus was made tetrarch of 
Judea and Samaria, Antipas was made tetrarch of Galilee 
and Perea, Philip was made tetrarch of Decapolis, and 
Lysanias ruled over Abilene. In a.d. 6, Archelaus was 
deposed, and Judea and Samaria were annexed directly 
to the Roman empire and ruled by a series of procurators, 
of whom Pontius Pilate was the sixth. This is how the 
Holy Land was governed during the public ministry of 
Jesus. 


THE PEOPLE OF PALESTINE 
The Herodians 

The Jewish people at the time of our Lord were divided 
into four classes : the Herodians, the Essenes, the Sad- 
ducees, and the Pharisees. 

“The Herodians were not so much a religious sect as a 
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political party which accepted the rule of the Herods. 
They may be most briefly described as the anti-national 
party, who wished the Jews to forget as much as possible 
their customs and aspirations, adopt cordial relations with 
Rome, and accept ‘Greek fashions and heathenish man- 
ners/ They seem to have been Sadducees in religion, 
and were closely connected with the powerful families which 
Herod the Great had introduced from Babylon and Egypt, 
and who at this time monopolized the High Priesthood 
among themselves.” 

The Essenes 

“The Essenes were a body of men who devoted them- 
selves to a more or less ascetic life. Hoping by isolation 
to escape ceremonial defilement, they formed colonies 
by themselves. The wilderness of Judea was a favorite 
place for their settlements, but there were colonies in va- 
rious towns of Judea also. Each colony had its own syna- 
gogue, a common hall for meals and assemblies, and pro- 
vision for daily bathing in running water. Whoever be- 
came a member of the order gave up all that he possessed 
to it. The Essenes read the law of Moses daily and nightly, 
and endeavored to regulate their lives in every detail ac- 
cording to it. Their habits were simple. Their food 
and clothing were plain. They passed the day in hus- 
bandry and other useful industry. They did not deny the 
fitness of marriage; but they abstained from wedlock, 
except one party among them.” 

The Sadducees 

“The Sadducees were the priestly aristocratic party 
who were in close alliance with the ruling powers. In the 
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time of our Lord they had much political power derived 
from their wealth, their offices, and their political connec- 
tions, but they had no popular following. Their grasping 
and avaricious spirit made them hateful to the people, and 
this hatred was especially felt toward their chief repre- 
sentative — the family of Annas. They denied the im- 
mortality of the soul and the existence of angels and spirits. 
Their worldliness and want of moral earnestness made 
them less useful than they might otherwise have been 
in counteracting the hypocritic extemalism and frivolous 
scrupulosity of the Pharisees.” 

The Pharisees 

“The Pharisees were the national party among the Jews. 
No doubt many good and faithful men, like Nicodemus 
and Joseph of Arimathea, existed in their ranks, but Jew- 
ish writers themselves admit the terrible charges brought 
against them by our Lord. Those charges were mainly 
against their greed, ambition, tyranny, and sacrifice of 
things essential to unimportant minutiae, — in one word, 
their arbitrary and excessive ceremonialism, which had 
led them to sacrifice the spirit and even the letter of the 
Mosaic law to their own oral law.” 

CALVARY 

Calvary, like Golgatha, means “skull.” The name may 
have originated from the skulls of criminals accumulated 
there; but it is much more probable that it arose from the 
external formation of the place. The Jews did not leave 
their dead unburied, nor had they a regular place for the 
execution of criminals. An old tradition tells us that Adam 
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had been buried there, the cross of Jesus standing over 
his skull. For fifteen hundred years the present site of the 
holy sepulcher has been regarded as the actual spot of the 
ancient Golgotha. At the time of the crucifixion, it lay 
outside of the second city wall ; the third city wall, which 
inclosed it, was not built till a.d. 41. 

COUNCIL 

The council, or the Sanhedrin, was the supreme court 
of the Jews at the time of Jesus. King Herod the Great 
had all the members of the Sanhedrin put to death, and a 
new body was formed of men who were willing to obey 
him. After the King’s death, the jurisdiction of the San- 
hedrin was restricted to Judea. It continued, however, 
to be the supreme Jewish court, at least, in matters 
of justice. It numbered seventy-one members ; ad- 
mission was accompanied by the ceremony of the laying on 
of hands. The Chief Priests were the leaders of the court. 
The Sanhedrin exercised civil, and to a great extent, crim- 
inal jurisdiction, had independent authority in police 
affairs, and could inflict any punishment but death. The 
sentence of death had to be ratified by the Roman pro- 
curator. 


CRUCIFIXION 

The act of fixing a victim to a cross for the purpose of 
inflicting death. This was done either by tying his hands 
and feet to it, or in the more cruel way of fastening them 
by nails driven through the fleshy portions. This method 
of punishment existed in many ancient nations. Some- 
times the sufferings of those being crucified lasted three 
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days. Kindling a fire beneath the cross, breaking the legs 
of the sufferers, piercing their bodies, were considered 
allowable ways of hastening their death. With the Romans 
and the Jews crucifixion was disgraceful. 

JOPPA 

The modern town of Joppa is built on a rocky ledge. 
It is surrounded by fruit gardens and is said to be very 
picturesque. The old town at the time of Herod the Great 
and probably until 66 a.d. formed a part of Judea and was 
distinctly Jewish in spirit. As the only harbor on the coast 
of Palestine, between Egypt and Carmel, and the one port 
of Judea and Jerusalem, Joppa was of great commercial 
importance. 


TEMPLE 

The Temple was rather a series of structures than one 
building; one quadrangle being within another, each inner 
one stood on higher ground than the other. Thus the 
walls of the outer quadrangle, though of considerable height, 
did not hide the interior courts with their gates and or- 
namentation. The whole Temple area occupied about 
nineteen acres, a great part of this being artificially leveled 
by means of stupendous walls of stone built up from the 
valley below; not less than two thirds of this space was 
occupied by the outer quadrangle, commonly called the 
“ Court of the Gentiles,” but known to the Jews as “The 
Mountain of the House.” Along its inner sides ran cloisters 
of colonnades, two of which, “Solomon’s Porch” on the 
east, and the “Royal Porch” on the south, were especially 
admired. The latter was connected with the city and the 
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royal palace by a bridge, leading across the Tyropean Val- 
ley to Mount Sion. To these porches the devout, no doubt, 
often resorted for worship ; but in the same court traffickers 
had been allowed to sell their goods, especially the sacri- 
fices required in the Temple worship, and to exchange 
foreign coin for Jewish money, or rather for half-shekels, 
which was the legal tax-currency of the temple. Thus 
the Court of the Gentiles had become the Jewish exchange, 
notwithstanding the holiness of the place and the devotion 
of its Gentile visitors. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

It is vain to attempt to follow the exact route of the sad 
journey to Calvary. The soldiers step into rank and the 
three prisoners are set under guard in their places. A 
white board hangs from each one’s neck, proclaiming in 
large black letters the offense for which he is to die. Jesus 
took up His cross, so tradition tells us, about one hundred 
paces east of the “Ecce-homo” archway. But the burden 
soon proved too much for His wearied body. After walk- 
ing about two hundred paces westward, He falls under His 
heavy weight. From here the procession turns southward, 
and after about fifty paces more, Jesus meets His sorrow- 
ful Mother, who has come through a narrow alley, leading 
to the Temple building. Sixty paces further southward, 
the procession turned westward into a narrow and very 
steep street. At this point it was that Simon of Cyrene 
was forced to carry the cross of Jesus. Whether he carried 
the whole, or only assisted Jesus, cannot be determined 
with certainty. About one hundred and ten paces west- 
ward from where Simon was pressed into service, stood the 
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house of Veronica who adored Jesus and wiped His bleed- 
ing and disfigured face. The image of the Saviour’s face 
was then miraculously imprinted on the towel. This is 
still preserved in St. Peter’s at Rome. Proceeding fifty 
paces further west, the procession passed through the gate 
of judgment, leading through the second city wall into the 
open country. Here Jesus sinks the second time beneath 
the heavy load of the cross. This tradition supposes that 
Simon did not carry the whole cross. Fifty paces further, 
where now two streets bisect each other, the weeping 
women of Jerusalem met the sad procession, and disturbed' 
its solemn march for a moment with their loud oriental 
wail. The rest of the real way of the cross is now covered 
with private houses. Nearly seventy paces south of the 
places where He had met the sorrowing woman, Jesus fell 
the third time. 


THE FOUR LISTS OF THE APOSTLES 


Matt . x. 2-4 

Mark Hi. 16-iQ 

Luke vi. 14-16 

Acts i . 13 

Simon Peter 

Simon Peter 

Simon Peter 

Peter 

Andrew 

James 

Andrew 

John 

James 

John 

James 

James 

John 

Andrew 

John 

Andrew 

Philip 

Philip 

Philip 

Philip 

Bartholomew 

Bartholomew 

Bartholomew 

Thomas 

Thomas 

Matthew 

Matthew 

Bartholomew 

Matthew 

Thomas 

Thomas 

Matthew 

James of Alpheus 

James of Alpheus James of Alpheus James of Alpheus 

Thaddeus 

Thaddeus 

Simon Zelotes 

Simon Zeiotes 

Simon the Ca- 

Simon the Ca- 

Jude 

Jude 

nanean 

nanean 



Judas Iscariot 

Judas Iscariot 

Judas Iscariot 
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THE SEVEN LAST EXPRESSIONS OF JESUS 

1. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

2. “Woman, behold thy son.” 

“Behold thy mother.” 

3. “This day thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” 

4. “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

5. “I thirst.” 

6. “It is consummated.” 

7. “Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” 


THE OCCASIONS ON WHICH JESUS APPEARED AFTER 
HIS RESURRECTION 

1. To Mary Magdalene (John xx. 14; Mark xvi. 9). 

2. To the other women (Matt, xxviii. 9). 

3. To St. Peter (Luke xxiv. 34; I. Cor. xv. 5). 

4. To the two disciples on the way to Emmaus, on Sunday evening 
(Mark xvi. 12, 13; Luke xxiv. 13-32). 

5. To the other Apostles (except Thomas) on Sunday evening (Mark 
xvi. 14; Luke xxiv. 36; John xx. 19-24). 

6. To the apostles, including Thomas, a week later (John xx. 24-29). 

7. In Galilee near Lake Genesareth, to seven disciples (John xxi. 14). 

8. On a mountain in Galilee to a multitude of disciples (Matt, xxviii. 
16-20; I. Cor. xv. 6). 

9. To the Eleven (Mark xvi. 19-20; Luke xxiv. 50; Acts i. 3-12; 
I Corinthians xv. 7). 
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